Another Successful Golden Isles Bowl 


ECCC Warriors’ Offensive Plan Pays Off 


By KEVIN PRICE 
Assistant Sports fCditor 

On what turned out to be a picture- 
perfect afternoon for football. East 
Central Community College had the 
perfect offensive game plan for the 
second annual Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl Saturday at Glynn County 
Stadium, 

The ECCC Warriors came info 
the game with a potent running 
attack as did die oilier Warriors 
From Middle Georgia. Both teams 
were expected to pound the hall at 
each other on the ground and see 
which defense could withstand the 
challenge. 

As things turned out, ECCC won 
; the "Rattle of the Warriors*' by a 7-6 
'tally with a powerful running game 
and a stingy defense, but the 
approach taken to achieve the final 
resuli was an interesting one. 

• ECCC (10-1) threw the ball 11 
limes in the first half, nearly as much 

* as they put it in the air during an 
; entire game, hoping to spread out the 
MGC defease. That accomplished, 

' the Mississippi Warriors finally 
I scored late in the opening half on a 7- 
lyard burst by freshman tailback 
; Mack Pittman, who accounted for 54 
J yards of the 67-yard drive. 

} leading 7-6 at halftime, ECCC 
; was right w here it wank'd to be to 
implement the plan for the second 
! half, which was to fine up and play 
i smash-mouth football, 
j ir We wanted lo loosen them up and 
1 let diem know we could and would 
[throw die ball," ECCC head coach 
[Willie Coats said. ‘The game plan 


was to open up a little bit in the first 
half. If the game was close or if we 
were ahead, we wanted to get into a 
two-tight end set in the second half 
and take it to them and grind it out. 
We were able to do that.'* 

East Central passed only once more 
in the second half, but there was no 
need to throw. With Pittman, who 
seemed to get stronger w ith every 
carry, leading the way. ECCC rolled 
up 173 of its 251 rushing yards in the 
final two quarters. Pittman, the 
team’s MVP, ended the game with a 
bowl record 197 yards rushing, sur¬ 
passing die mark of 184 set by Geor¬ 
gia Military** Ronnie Bradley in the 
inaugural game, 

‘^ur philosophy was to come 
out and spread them out with the 
play-action passes and sweeps," 
said Pittman, who signed with 
Nebraska out of high school, “In 
the second half, we came out with 
the power plays, kept possession 
and ran the clock." 

“I was really surprised they could 
do that to our defense," said Middle 
Georgia's sophomore linebacker 
Antonio Cochran, who will play at 
Georgia next season, "My hat’s off to 
them, 

"Pittman really ran hard," added 
Cochran, who made 10 solo tackles 
to earn team MVP honors. "He's 
probably the best back we’ve faced 
all year. He reminded nie of Ronnie 
Bradley for GMC last yean" 

Of course, die ECCC offense had 
hoped to score a time or two more in 
the second half with its power attack, 
but luckily, the defense performed 


admirably the entire game and the 
team had all die points it would need. 

East Central held 1,000-yard 
rusher Rod Sparks to only 43 
sards and limited (he Middle 
Georgia (8-4) offense to just 163 
total yards with 145 rushing and 18 
passing. MGC* w hich had only 35 
total yards at the lialf, entered the 
game averaging over 200 yards a 
game on the ground 
"I’m not surprised our defense 
played well" Coats said. * They’ve 
played well all year. I want to give 
credit to our defensive coaches. I’m 
really proud of the job they did with 
our defense the entire year" 

Roland, however, said he was a bit 
stunned by his offense’s ineffective¬ 
ness. 

"I knew they hud a good defense, 
but I was surprised they shut us down 
like they did," he said. ‘They look 
some chances and did some tilings 
that gave us trouble, but we have to 
hil some of those open passes that we 
missed on." 

The MGC offense struggled 
most of the day aflcr scoring in the 
game's opening minutes after a 72- 
yard punt return by Deik Jackson 
down to the East Central 10-yard 
tine. 

Following a 5-yard TD run by 
Sparks, MGC had its PAT kick 
blocked, but ECCC was penalized 
for off-sides, MGC decided to go for 
two on its second PAT try, but quar¬ 
terback Chris Howard w f as dropped 
behind the line on a rollout, 

Roland said he had no second- 
thoughts about not trying the kick 


again, which proved to be the differ¬ 
ence in the end. 

“I never would’ve thought this 
would be a one-point game," he said. 
'They brought 11 men on the kick 
and we would’ve came away with 
nothing without the penalty. We had a 
guy open there (on the two-point try), 
but didn’t throw it." 

Roland added that his team 
missed several other chances to 
score, their best coming late in the 
game when QB George Brown, 
who alternates with Howard, 
ripped off a 48-yard run to the 
ECCC 21 MGC had to settle for a 
37-yard field goal try, which failed. 

'That last stand was big," Coats 
said. "And, we were able to run out 
the clock from there. It w r ould have 
been nice to score there at the end, but 
we just w anted to run the clock when 
it was obvious we had the game 
won," 

ECCC moved from its own 20 to 
the MGC 4, but the final four minutes 
expired before they had a chance to 
cash in. 

"I felt like if we could have gotten 
the ball back, we could’ve driven 
again," Roland said. ‘They did a 
good job of eating the clock." 

With all the bowl festivities final* 
ly over, lx>th coaches had nothing 
but nice things to say about their 
three-day stay in the Golden Isles. 

"This compares with the major col¬ 
lege bowls," Roland said. ’The 
whole bowl committee is to be com¬ 
mended for an outstanding job. Wc 
were just thankful to be a part of it. 

See ECCC Offense, Page 2B 
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Bowl MVP Pittman 

East Central running back Mack Pittman (9) runs for a good gain 
behind the blocking of his offensive line on Saturday. Pittman, 235* 
pound freshman tailback, was named as the Warriors’ MVP while 
rushing for 197 yards on 32 carries...a new bowl record here. (News 
Photo/Mickey Harrison) 


Tough Going for MGC 

Middle Georgia quarterback George Brown (9) gets set to hand off to 
tailback Robert Carr (22) as the East Central Warriors’ defense doses 
in during Saturday’s Golden Isles Bowl game at Glynn County Stadi¬ 
um. The quick ECCC defense limited Middle Georgia to just 145 yards 
rushing and 18 yards passing in the 7-6 win over MGC, (News 
Pboto/Mkkey Harrison) 


ECCC Offense— 
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and it was a great day for college 
football, 

'‘Everything was just super," Coals 
said 'They really rolled out the red 
carpet, and treated us very nice. It 
couldn’t have been better" 

The winning coach then made his 
way to the team's dressing quarters, 
greeting players’ parents along the 
way. When he finally made it to the 
locker room, the team paused for a 
long moment of silence in memory 
of their fallen teammate Nathan Rus¬ 
sell before doing any more celebrat¬ 
ing. 

For ECCC, it was a perfect end to 
a bittersweet season. 

Note: The second try at this bowl 
tiling was termed a success by Frank 
Inman, chairman of the Golden Isles 
Bowl Committee 

*When looking at last year, we 
thought we had a successful inaugur¬ 
al bowl game," Inman said "But, we 
felt this year was truly a climax to 
two years of effort by a tremendous 
number of volunteers. We had a great 
day, a great game and a great con tri¬ 
bution to the young people of our 
community. 

'The visiting team from Mississip¬ 
pi and our host team from Georgia 
both agreed that when it comes to 
junior college bowl games ours is the 
best," he added. 












It’s a Battle of Warriors in Golden Isles Bowl 


Time for Some Football! 


By KEVIN PRICE 
Assistant Sports Editor 
Despite some has problems for 
Middle Georgia Thursday and wet 
practice conditions for both teams, 
the participants in the second 
annual Huddle House Golden 
Me$ BowJ seemed to enjoy their 
first day in Glynn County. 

Both Middle Georgia of 
Cochran and East Central Com* 
m unity College of Decatur, 
Miss-, arrived in town yesterday 
afternoon via police escort. The 
Warriors of MGC went through 
a brief workout at Glynn Acad¬ 
emy, while the other Warriors 
from ECCC held a light practice 
at Jane Macon Field, 

The teams were treated to a 
Low-Country' Boil and entertain¬ 
ment last evening on JekylL The 


pregame festivities were to 
resume today with breakfast and a 
tour of the Federal Law Enforce¬ 
ment Trainer Center After a little 
fun at the Jekyll Island Golf Club, 
both teams were to hold practices 
and walk-throughs at Glynn 
County Stadium before going to a 
formal banquet tonight. 

Both teams are having a blast 
right now, but they vow to he 
ready for war when they square 
off at 1 p.m. Saturday at GC Sta¬ 
dium in a match fittingly being 
billed as “The Battle of the War¬ 
riors” 

“We’re here for some fun and 
all that will happen at the ban¬ 
quets, but on the field it*11 be all 
business,” said MGC sopho¬ 
more offensive right tackle Cur¬ 
tis Sanders of Turner County, 
who has verbally committed to 
Georgia, noting he chose UGA 
because he’s always dreamed of 
playing between the hedges, 

"We have to keep our focus on 
the game,” said ECCC center 


Marcus Holmes, a first team All- 
State selection. "We came down 
here to play and win, and we want' 
to enjoy it at the same time.” 

MGC will enter the game 
unranked with an 8-3 record, hav¬ 
ing won seven straight games. A 
win could land the Georgia school 
a spot in the final junior college 
rankings, ECCC carries a 9-1 
mark into tomorrow’s tilt, and the 
Mississippi Warriors arc ranked 
ninth in the nation. They were 
ranked fifth before losing to state 
champion Hinds Community Col¬ 
lege in the South Division cham¬ 
pionship game. 

Last year, speed conquered size 
as the quick Georgia Military Col¬ 
lege Bulldogs spanked a big Lack¬ 
awanna team of Pennsylvania 48- 
15 in the inaugural Golden Isles 
BowL 

Tomorrow- s outcome might he 
determined by who wins the war 
in the trenches, as arc many 
football games. Both teams like 
to pound the bail at their oppo¬ 


nents with lethal ground 
attacks, and the team that best 
controls the lines of scrimmage 
could emerge the victor late 
tomorrow' afternoon. 

MGC no doubt has the size 
advantage when comparing the 
interior lines. MGCs offensive 
front averages 264 pounds a man, 
while ECCCs defensive line aver¬ 
ages 250 pounds a player. 

MGCs defensive line averages 
274 pounds a player, while 
ECCCs offensive line checks in 
at an average of 258 pounds a 
player. 

"We probably match up pretty 
even as far as styles,” said East 
Central defensive end/linebaeker 
Jimmy Kincaid, “Both of us 
believe in the run, and the key to 
the game will be w ho can stop the 
run and who can run it,” 

ECCC coach Willie “Tcnny” 
Coats has tremendous respect 
for the opposing Warriors, and 

See Golden Isles Bowl, Page 3B 
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Continued From Page IB 

he's especially concerned about 
their size across both lines* 
"They block and execute well 
and have an outstanding running 
attack*" he said* "They have good 
athletes on offense* "They have a 
big, strong fullback (1,000-yard 
rusher Rod Sparks) who is bard to 
stop* and they have a big, fine 
offensive line, 

"Defensively," he added, 
"They're big and strong, and play 
real aggressive;' 

His center says the ECCC offen¬ 
sive line is ready to accept the 
tough task given it by Middle 
Georgia* 

“They have a lot of big guys on 
the defensive line and they have 
linebackers who can move,” 
said Holmes, 'it'll be a chal¬ 
lenge for our offensive line, but I 
feel we’ll be up to it” 
Meanwhile* MGC coach Dennis 
Roland also has nothing but 
respect for the ECCC team: 

'"East Central is a hard-working, 
disciplined program, and we take 
pride in some of the same things 
they do," he said. "They've won a 
lot of close games to get here, and 
they're well-coached. Their coach 
is a legend, and their team is a 
reflection of his style of coaching, 
“Their offensive line is obvi¬ 
ously well-coached and real 
aggressive,” he added* “Their 
big fullback (Steve Bradford) 
can run, their tailback (1,000- 
yard rusher Mack Pittman) is as 
good as anyone we’ve seen and 
their quarterback (Jake Kizzi- 
ah) appears to be a winner* He 
does what it takes to do the job ” 
“We have to make sure we carry 


out all our assignments on the 
option. They run it well,” said 
MGC sophomore linebacker 
Antonio Cochran of Macon Coun¬ 
ty, who also has committed to 
UGA. 

Roland says ECCCs inside 
linebackers Kemba Bryant and 
Dejuan Clarke “are all over the 
field”. He added that the defensive 
front is aggressive and the sec¬ 
ondary is a fundamentally-sound 
bunch. 

“The key for us is to not make 
mistakes and not put ourselves 
in any holes, and we also have to 
control the line of scrimmage on 
offense,” Roland noted* “The 
last seven games we’ve tried to 
focus on playing hard and with 
discipline,” 

Said Coats on the keys for his 
team: "Defensively, we hope we 
can slow them down a little bit, 
and we’ve got to do a good job of 
tackling That’s important We 
can’t turn the ball over. We have 
to protect it. And, we have to have 
a good kicking game with no mis¬ 
takes there,” 

Yes t all players and coaches are 
beginning to think pigskin as 
countdown to kickoff rolls on* 





Pittman leads ECCC 

% 

to 7-6 bowl victory 


Mack Pittman's seven- 
yard touchdown run fol¬ 
lowed by Shaun Walker's 
PAT late in first half action 
lifted East Central Commu¬ 
nity College to a 7-6 win 
over Middle Georgia College 
in the second annual Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic held Saturday in 
Brunswick, Ga. 

Pittman, a freshman run¬ 
ning back, set a bowl record 
with 197 yards rushing on 
32 carries and was present¬ 
ed the team most valuable 
player award by bowl offi¬ 
cials during post-game activ¬ 
ities. 

The championship trophy 
was presented to ECCC eo- 
captains Marcus Holmes 
(offense) of Louisville and 
Kemba Bryant (defense) of 
Atlanta, and head football 
coach Willie Coats, 

Coach Coats said the 
bowl victory was w a great 
win for our kids who have 
worked very hard all year. 
We are now focusing our 
efforts on recruiting and 
looking forward to next 
year,” 

East Central, which com¬ 
pleted the season with a 10- 
1 mark compared to Middle 
Georgia's 8-4 record, 
received two trophies follow¬ 
ing its bowl victory. One tro¬ 
phy is rotated year-to-year 
by the winning team, and 
the other award is kept on a 
permanent basis. Both tro¬ 
phies will be on display in 
the lobby of the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
F Building. 


Middle Georgia took an 
7 early lead over East Central 
when running back Rod 
^Sparks found paydirt on a 
five-yard scamper with 
“12:12 left in the initial peri¬ 
od. Chris Mullis' PAT was 
blocked by Neal Keeton of 
Morton, hut an offside penal¬ 
ty against ECCC gave the 
“other Warriors” another 
attempt from just over a 
yard from the goalline. How¬ 
ever, Middle Georgia was 
denied again as defensive 
back Ashanti Webb sacked 
quarterback Ashley Lewis 
for a loss. 

The short scoring drive 
was set up by Deik Jackson's 
72-yard return of an A1 Hunt 
punt to the EC 10-yard-line. 

Middle Georgia had a 
chance to extend its lead 
late in the first quarter 
when Hunt, again in punt 
formation, mishandled the 
snap from center and gave 
MG possession on the EC 16. 

But kev defensive plays 
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by Bryant, Jimmy Kincaid oi 
Morton and Tyquan Taylor 
of Louisville forced Middle 
Georgia into a fourth and 20 
situation in which it failed 
to convert. 

East Central would later 
take the lead for good follow¬ 
ing Pittman's short run with 
2:20 left before halftime. The 
67-yard, five-play drive was 
set up by Forest product 
Joey Pinkston's interception 
on the ECCC 33-yard-line. 
Key plays during the drive 
included quarterback Jake 
Kizziah's 16-yard strike to 
Pittman at midfield, and 
Pittman's 20-yard run to the 
Middle Georgia 27. Kizziah 
hails from Tuscaloosa. 

Both teams had opportu¬ 
nities to score in the second 
half* Walker, of Morton, 
barely missed a 32-yard field 
goal late in the third quar¬ 
ter, and Mullis 1 37-yard 
effort with 4:16 left in the 
game 

Prior to Mullis' attempt. 
Middle Georgia had driven 
from its own four-yard-line 
to the EC 21 before being 
stopped once again by a 
stubborn EC defense, led by 
Kincaid and Taylor who 
combined efforts to stop run¬ 
ning back Robert Carr for a 
five-yard loss on second and 
four from the EC 16. Middle 
Georgia threw an incomplete 
pass on third down and 
Mullis missed his field goal 
try on fourth down. 

East Central then took 
possession on its 20, and 
proceeded to drive almost 
the length of the field behind | 
runs by Pittman and full¬ 
back Steve Bradford, a prod-1 
uct of Scott Central High 
School. Instead of scoring, ! 
East Central chose to run 
out the clock from the/Mid- 
dle O^rgia four-yard-line. 

East Central had 18 first 
downs compared to nine for 
Middle Georgia. 

EC had 251 yards rush¬ 
ing and 99 passing for a 
total offensive performance 
of 350 yards. 

Middle Georgia had 145 
yards rushing and 18 pass¬ 
ing for a 163-yard total. 
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JUCOs post outstanding years 

Congratulations to the football programs 
at East Central and East Mississippi com¬ 
munity colleges, 

* The East Central Warriors are back 
home following their 7-6 Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl victory over Middle 
Georgia on Saturday* The Warriors con¬ 
clude their successful season with a 10-1 
record and coach Willie Coats is looking to 
followup next year with similar success. 

Meanwhile, the football program at East 
Mississippi continues to be on one of the 
best kept secrets in the state. Coach Tom 
Goode, his staff, and 14 members of the 
1996 8-3 Lions led the North to a 21-11 vic¬ 
tory over the South in the Junior College 
All-Star game* 

In the past four years, more than 80 of 
East Mississippi's football players have 
signed with four-year colleges, and it looks 
like this year’s class of sophomores will con¬ 
tinue the tradition. 
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Coats, Warriors 
receive awards 

By Mike Grubb _ 

The Meridian Star 

To the victors go the spoils. 

After posting its most success¬ 
ful season on the gridiron in 
almost 60 years, Willie Coats 1 
East Central Community College 
Warriors are reaping the benefits 
of a 10-1 season. Along the way, 
the Warriors posted a 7-6 win 
against the Middle Georgia 
College Warriors in the second 
annual Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl Classic in Brunswick, Ga. 

For his role in guiding the success of the 
Warrior football program. Coats was named the 
Co-Coach-of-the-Year by the Mississippi 
Association of Community and Junior Colleges, 
Earning first-team all-state honors for ECCC on 
the offensive side of the football were center 
Marcus Holmes (5-11, 255) from Louisville and 
tackle Jason Nixon (6-3, 270) from Seminole, Ga, 
Holmes also earned the South Division's most 
valuable offensive lineman* 

See East Central. Pace 3B 
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Linebacker Kemba Brya 
(6-1, 210) of Atlanta, Gj 
headed up the list of ECf 
first-team all-state selcctio 
on the defensive side of t] 
football. Bryant, who regi 
tered 89 solo tackles and < 
assists, was named the Soutl 
most valuable defensive bac 
Cornerback Ashanti Webb ( 
11, 180) from Tampa, Fla*, wj 


also a first-team all-state pick 
Punter A1 Hunt from Honea 
Path, S.C., was tabbed as the 
first-team all-state punter. 

Freshman running back 
Mack Pittman {6-9, 235), who 
earned ECCC’s most valuable 
player award, while rushing 
for a bowl record 197 yards, 
earned second-team all-state 
honors. For the season, the 
Panama City, Fla., native 
rushed for 1,139 yards and 10 
touchdowns on 200 carries. 
Guard Bo Thomas (6-5, 280) 


from Morrow, Ga*, and wide 
receiver Tim Livingston (5-10, 
165) from Carthage were also 
named second-team all-state 
on the offensive side of the 
football. 

Defensively, Kendrick 
Clancy (6-2, 235), a lineman 
from Tuscaloosa, Ala., earned 
second-team all-state honors. 
He led ECCC in sacks with 
nine. 

Earning honorable mention 
all-state honors from ECCC 
were tackle Ryan Stokley 


tight end Undeon Hardy, full¬ 
back Steve Bradford, quarter 
back Jake Kizziah, wide 
receiver Calvin Williams, 
guard Russell McCann, defen* 
sive end Neal Keeton, 
linebacker Dejuan Clark, 
linebacker Jimmy Kincaid! 
cornerback Mark Thomas 
noseguard Corey Hamler, 
defensive lineman Tyquan 
Taylor, strong safety Jeff 
Rowell, strong safety Xavier 
Ihomas and free safety Joev 
Pinkston. 
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ECCC set to fight in 
'Battle of Warriors' 


Bowl officials are calling it 
'The Battle of Warriors" when 
number-nine ranked East Cen¬ 
tral Community College of 
Decatur, Miss., and Middle 
Georgia College, located in 
Cochran, Ga., meet in the sec* 
ond annual Huddle House Gol¬ 
den Isles Bowl Classic on Satur¬ 
day, Dec. 7, Kickoff is set for 1 
p.m. (EST) at Glynn County 
Stadium in Brunswick, Ga, 

Ironically, both teams are 
nicknamed "Warriors," 
although the two schools' col¬ 
ors are different. East Central 
uniforms are black and old 
gold, while Middle Georgia will 
wear red, black and white. 

East Central, led by second - 
year head coach Willie Coats, 
completed regular season 
action by compiling a 9-1 


record, the team's best finish 
since 1939, when the Warriors 
went 10-0 and claimed the col¬ 
lege's only state championship 
in the sport. 

ECCC posted wins over Hol¬ 
mes (13-7), Northeast (36-7), 
Northwest (20-15), Itawamba 
(20-17), Pearl River (22-15), Gulf 
Coast (28-23), Jones (45-26), 
Copiah-Lincoln (20-14) and 
Southwest (41-6) before falling 
to eventual state champion 
Hinds (45-7) for the MACJC 
South Division title. 

In recognition of the War¬ 
riors' successful '96 campaign. 
Coats was named "C-Coach of 
the Year " sharing honors with 
East Mississippi's Tom Goode, 
Other members of Coats' staff 

See Battle 9A 


include Terry Underwood, Tim¬ 
my Coats, Frederick Lyons and 
Jon Williams. In addition to 
Coats' honor, numerous War¬ 
rior football players received 
various post-season accolades. 

The ECCC offense was rated 
near the top of the juco league, 
averaging 25 points per game, 

2,429 rushing yards (242,9 aver¬ 
age) and 867 passing y ards 
(86.7). 

Leading the offensive attack 
is freshman running back Mack 
Pittman who gained 1,139 
yards on 200 carries and scored 
13 touchdowns. Pittman, a for¬ 
mer standout at Bay High 
School in Panama City, Fla., 
was named to the All-State sec¬ 
ond team. 

Also having a producting 
season toting the pigskin is 
sophomore fullback Steven 
Bradford, a product of Scott 
Central High School, who 
amassed 705 yards on 127 
attempts and scored seven 
touchdowns. Bradford was an 
honorable mention All-State 
selection. 

Anchoring the offensive line 
is center Marcus Holmes of 
Louisville, recipient of the most 
outstanding offensive lineman 
award. Holmes was also named 
first team All-State, 

Punter A1 Hunt was also 






na, was also chosen to the All- 
State first team. He shares quar¬ 
terback duties with sophomore 
Jake Kizziah of Tuscaloosa, Ala* 

Defensively, East Central is 
led by sophomore linebacker 
Kemba Bryant of Atlanta, Ga., 
who recorded 89 solo tackles 
and 40 assists* Bryant, a first 
team All-State choice, was also 
named the division's most val¬ 
uable defensive player. Fresh¬ 
man linebacker Dejuan Clark of 
Tuscaloosa also had an out¬ 
standing season as he regis¬ 
tered 77 tackles, 27 assists and 
n ine quarterback sacks. Clark 
was chosen second team All- 
State* 

Also having a great year is 
freshman free safety Joey Pinks¬ 
ton of Forest, who led the state 
in interceptions with eight 
returns for 111 yards, a 15.8 
yard average. Pinkston, an hon¬ 
orable mention All-State selec¬ 
tion, also returned one intercep¬ 


tion for a score. 

Middle Georgia is led by 
head coach Dennis Roland who 
revitalized the football program 
in 1994, after the college had 
ceased offering the sport for 35 
years. 

This past season, the War¬ 
riors posted an 8-3 mark and 
registered voctories over Bene¬ 
dict, S*C. (35-0), West Georgia 
JV (45-6), Georgia Military Col¬ 
lege (28-21), Hargrove Military 
in Virginia (46-6), Valdosta 
(Ga.) State JV (52-0), Kemper 
Military College in Missouri 
(21-3), Lackawanna Junior Col¬ 
lege in Pennsylvania (34-0), and 
Troy State University JV (27-6). 

Middle Georgia's three losses 
came early in the season play 
against Kilgore (TX) Junior Col¬ 
lege (20-2), Tyler (TX) Junior 
College (31-14) and Nassau 
Community College located in 
New York (17-14). 

Middle Georgia lists 99 play¬ 


ers on its roster, with seven 
additional athletes classified as 
jedshirts. - 

During '96 action, the MGC 
Warriors had 181 first downs, 
3,184 yards rushing and 660 
passing yards/ Leading the 
offense is sophomore running 
back Rod Sparks of Augusta, 
Ga v who compiled 1,032 yards 
on 160 carries. He also scored 
six touchdowns. 


Several activities are sche¬ 
duled for the two Warrior 
squads prior to the bowl game, 
including a shrimp boil on the 
beach Thursday night; a 
championship-style breakfast, 
noon barbeque and awards 
banquet on Friday; pre-game 
meal, parade and post-game 
meal on Saturday. 

Selected to lead parade fes¬ 


tivities is the ECCC "Wall O 
Sound" Marching Band, 
directed by Thomas W. Carson 
and assistant Johnny May. The 
East Central musicians have 
also been chosen to perform the 
national anthem prior to) 
kickoff. 

For more information contact 
the Office of Public Informa¬ 
tion, ECCC, Decatur, MS 39327, 
phone 635-2111, ext. 242._ 
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Georgia Bowl Classic features "Battle of Warriors” 


Bow] officials are calling it 
“The Bailie of Warriors*' when num¬ 
ber-nine ranked East Central 
Community College of Decatur and 
Middle Georgia College, located in 
Cochran, meet in the second annual 
Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic on Saturday, December 7. 
Kickoff is set for 1 p,m. (EST) at 
Glynn County Stadium in 
Brunswick, Georgia. 

Ironically, both teams are nick¬ 
named “Warriors," although school 
colors differ at each college. East 
Central uniforms arc black and old 
gold, while Middle Georgia will 
wear red, black and white. 

East Central, led by second-year 
head coach Willie Coats, completed 
regular season action by compiling a 
9-1 record, (he team's best finish 
since 1939, when the Warriors went 
16,-11 and claimed the College's only 
state championship in the sport. 

ECCC posted wins * over 
Holmes (13-7), Northeast (36-7), 
Northwest (20-15), Itawamba (20- 
17), Pearl River (22-15), Gulf Coast 
(28-23), Jones (45-26), Copiah- 
Lincoln (20-14) and Southwest (41- 
6), before falling to eventual state 
champion Hinds (45-7) for the 
MACJC South Division title. 

In recognition of the Warriors' 
successful *96 campaign. Coats was 
named "Co-Coach of the Year," 
sharing honors with East 
Mississippi's Tom Goode. Other 
members of Coats' staff include 
Terry Underwood, Timmy Coats, 
Fredrick Lyons and Jon Williams. In 
addition to Coats' honor, numerous 
Warrior football players received 
various post-season accolades. 

The ECCC offense was rated 
near the top of the juco league, aver¬ 
aging 25 points per game, 2,429 
rushing yards (242.9 average) and 
867 passing yards (86.7). 

Leading the offensive attack is 
freshman running back Mack 


Piuman who gained 1139 yards on 
20 carries and scored 13 touch¬ 
downs. Pittman, a former standout 
at Bay High School in Panama City, 
Florida, was named to the All-State 
second team. 

Also having a productive sea¬ 
son toting the pigskin is sophomore 
fullback Steven Bradford, a product 
of Scott Central High School, who 
amassed 705 yards on 127 attempts 
and scored seven touchdowns. 
Bradford was an honorable mention 
All-State selection. 

Anchoring the offensive line is 
center Marcus Holmes of 
Louisville, recipient of the most out¬ 
standing offensive lineman award. 
Holmes was also named first team 
All-State. 

Punter A1 Hunt was also among 
the league's best, as he averaged 
40.38 yards per-kick, with*his 
longest effort traveling 69 yards. ^ 
Hunt, a freshman from Honey Path, 
South Carolina, was also chosen to 
the All-State first team. He shares 
quarterback duties with sophomore 
Jake Kizziah of Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, 

Defensively, East Central is led 
by sophomore linebacker Kemba 
Bryant of Atlanta, Georgia, who 
recorded 89 solo tackles and 40 
assists. Bryant, a first team All-Slate 
choice, was also named the divi¬ 
sion's most valuable defensive play¬ 
er. Freshman linebacker Dejuan 
Clark of Tuscaloosa also had an out¬ 
standing season as he registered 77 
tackles, 27 assists and nine quarter- 
back sacks. Clancy was chosen sec¬ 
ond team All-State. Also having a 
great year is freshman free safety 
Joey Pinkston of Forest, who led the 
state in interceptions with eight 
returns for 111 yards, a 15.8 yard 
average. Pinkston, an honorable 
mention All-State selection, also 
returned one interception for a 
score. 


Middle Georgia is led by head 
coach Dennis Roland who revital¬ 
ized the football program in 1994, 
after the college had ceased offering 
the sport for 35 years. 

This past season, the Warriors 
posted an 8-3 mark and registered 
victories over Benedict, South 
Carolina (35-0), West Georgia JV 
(45-6), Georgia Military College 
(28-21), Hargrove Military in 
Virginia (46-6), Lackawanna Junior 
College in Pennsylvania (34-0) and 
Troy Slate University JV (27-6). 
Middle Georgia's three losses came 
early in the season play against 
Kilgore (TX) Junior College (20-2), 
Tyler (TX) Junior College (31-14) 
and Nassau Community College 
located in New York (17-14). 

Middle Georgia lists 99 players 
on its roster, with seven additional 
athletes classified as redshirts. 

^ /During ‘96 action, the JV1GC 
Warriors had 18 1 first downs, 3184 
yards rushing and 660 passing 
yards. Leading the offense is sopho¬ 
more running back Rod Sparks of 
Augusta, Georgia, Who compiled 
1032 yards on 160 caries. He also 
scored six touchdowns. 

Several activities are scheduled 
for the two Warrior squads prior to 
the howl game, including a shrimp 
boil on the beach Thursday night; a 
championship-style breakfast, noon 
barheque and awards banquet oh 
Friday; pre-game meal, parade and 
post-game meal on Saturday. 

Selected to lead the parade fes¬ 
tivities is the ECCC "Wall O' 
Sound" Marching Band, directed by 
Thomas W. Carson and assistant 
Johnny May. The East Central musi¬ 
cians have also been chosen to per¬ 
form the national amhem prior to 
kickoff. 

For more Information contact 
the Office of Public Information, 
ECCC, Decatur, MS 39327, Ph 635- 
2111, ext. 242. 
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To Lead Warriors in Bowl Game... These East Central Community Coliege 
coaches will lead the Warriors in their bowl game against Middle Georgia Saturday in the Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bowl Classic in Brunswick, Georgia* Kickoff is slated for noon and the game 
will be broadcast on WSSI-FM (98.3) in Carthage and WMYQ-FM (97.9) in Newton. Pictured 
above are: (kneeling) head coach Willie Coats and, (standing from left) Terry Underwood, Timmy 
Coats, Fredrick Lyons, .Ion Williams and luan Beck urn. (EC Photo* 





ECCC Warriors will depart 
Wednesday night for bowl game 


DECATUR- -The public is 
invited to join ECCC per¬ 
sonnel and students in 
giving the Warrior foot¬ 
ball coaches and players 
a championship send-off 
for this weekend's bowl 
game in Georgia. 


The ECCC team plans to 
depart campus at 11:45 
p.m. Wednesday. Decem¬ 
ber 4. from the parking lot 
next to the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building. 

Fans and supporters are 


invi ted to come ou t and be 
a part of cheering the 
Warriors on to victory in 
the Golden Isles Bowl 
Game set for Saturday. 
The Warriors are ranked 
ninth in the nation after a 
9-1 regular season. 


Georgia Bowl Classic Features 
"Battle of Warriors" 


DECATUR -Bowl officials 
are calling it 'The Battle of 
Warriors" when number- 
nine ranked East Central 
Community College of 
Decatur and Middle Georgia 
College, located in Cochran. 
GA. meet in the second an¬ 
nual Huddle House Golden 
isles Bowl Classic on Salur- 
? December 7. 1996. 


East Central, led by second- 
year headcoach Willie Coats, 
completed regular season 
action by compiling a 9-1 
record, the team's best fin¬ 
ish since 1939, when the 
Warriors went 10-0 and 
claimed the College's only 
state championship in the 
sport. 

Area Radio Stations to 


Carry ECCC Bowl Game 

Live coverage of East Cen¬ 
tral Communiyt College’s 
bowl matchup with Middle 
Georgia College will be pro¬ 
vided by WSSI-FM (98.3) in 
Carthage and WMYQ-FM 
(97.9) in Newton, with veteran 
sportscaster Mike Goodwin 
handling play-by-play ac¬ 
tion. 
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Warriors win over 
Warriors... 


DECATUR--The East 
Central Community Col¬ 
lege Warriors were victo¬ 
rious Saturday against the 
Middle Georgia Wamors 
in the Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Clas¬ 
sic. 


Mack Pittman’s seven- 
yard touchdown followed 
by Shaun Walers PAT in 
the first half was all the 
EC Warriors needed for 
the victory for second year 
coach Willie Coats and 
staff. 
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I Jr. College Football 


was the South’s offensive player of 
the game. Hunter scored the South's 
only touchdown on a 3-yard run late 
in the third quarter 

East Central 7, Middle Georgia 6 

BRUNSWICK, Ga, (AP) — 
Mack Pittman rushed for 197 yards, 
including a 7-yard touchdown run, 
as East Central Community College 
beat Middle Georgia 7*6 Saturday 
in the second Huddle House/Golden 
Isles Bowl Classic. 

Pittman scored with about two 
minutes left in the first half. Shaun 
Walker kicked what proved to be 
the game-deciding extra point for 
East Central (10-1) of Decatur, 
Miss., ranked ninth in the latest 
national junior college .poll. 


Both teams missed second-half 
field goals. East Central was driv¬ 
ing, and had the ball inside the Mid¬ 
dle Georgia 5 when time ran out. 

Middle Georgia (8-4), which is 
from Cochran, Ga., got its only 
score on Rod Sparks' 5-yard run in 
the first quarter. Middle Georgia 
failed on a two-point conversion try. 

East Central's only loss was to 
eventual Mississippi junior college 
champion Hinds in the South Divi¬ 
sion championship game last 
month. 
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Warriors ready 
to go bowling 

Bowl officials are calling it the 
“Battle of the Warriors'’ when the 
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EAST 

CENTRAL 

Women Men 

(4*4) (8-2) 

January 

3 Delgado (women only) 

4 Mississippi Delta 

7 at Gulf Coast 
9 at Holmes 

11 at Southern University-Sh rave port 

13 Hinds 

16 Jones 

21 at Co-Un 

23 at Pearl River 

27 Southwest 

30 Gulf Coast 

February 

3 Holmes 
6 at Hinds 

8 Southern University-Shr eve port 
to at Jones 

13 Co-Un 

17-20 South State Toum, at Co-Un 
24-25 State Tournament 
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No* 9-ranked East Central 
Community College Warriors and 
the Middle Georgia College 
Warriors collide in the second annu¬ 
al Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic at l p,m. f Saturday at Glynn 
County Stadium in Brunswick, Ga. 

Willie Coats' ECCC Warriors 
completed the regular season at 9-1, 
the team’s best finish since 1939. 


ECCC Warriors - Bowl 
Game in Georgia 


That’s when ECCC went 10-0 and 


claimed the-college's only state 
championship in the sport. ECCC’s 
only loss was to eventual state 
champion Hinds (45-7) for the 
MACJC South Division title. 

ECCC's offense averaged 25 
points per game. The Warriors 
rushed for 2,429 yards (242.9 yards 
per game) and 867 yards passing 
(86.7 ypg). 

Freshman running back Mack 
Pittman leads the ECCC ground 
attack with 1,139 yards and 13 
touchdowns. Fullback Steven 
Bradford from Scott Central High, 
rambled for 705 yards and seven 
touchdowns on 127 carries. 

— From staff reports 


The public is invited to Join 
East Central Community College 
personnel and students in giving 
the Warrior football coaches and 
players a championship send-off 
for this weekend's bowl game in 
Georgia. 

The ECCC team plans to 
depart campus at 11:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 4, from 
the parking lot next to the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Educa¬ 
tion Building. 

Ranked ninth in the nation, the 
9-1 Warriors will meet Middle 


Georgia College, which sports an 
8-3 mark, in the second annual 
Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic on Saturday, December 7. 
Kickoff is set for 1 p.m* (EST) at 
Glynn County Stadium in Bruns¬ 
wick, Georgia. 

Live coverage of the bowl 
matchup will be provided by 
WSSI—FM (98.3) in Carthage 
and WMYQ-FM (97.9) in New¬ 
ton, featuring veteran sportscas- 
ter Mike Goodwin handling 
play-bu-play action. 
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wins over 


Middle Georgia 7-6 


recruiting and looking forward to 
next year 

East Central, which completed the 
season with a KM mark compared to 
Middle Georgia's 8-4 record, 
received two trophies following its 
bowl victory. One trophy is rotated 
year-to-year by the winning team, 
and the other award is kept on a per¬ 
manent basis. Both trophies will be 
on display in the lobby of the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Education 
Building. 

Middle Georgia took an early lead 
over East Central when running back 
Rod Sparks found paydirt on a five- 
yard scamper with 12:12 left in the 
initial period. Chris Mullis 1 PAT was 
blocked by Neal Keeton of Morton 
but an offside penalty against ECCC 
gave the "other Warriors' 1 another 
attempt from just over a yard front 
the goal line. However, Middle 
Georgia was denied again as defen¬ 
sive back Ashanti Wehb of Tampa, 
Fla., sacked quarterback Ashley 

almost the length of the field behind 
runs by Pittman and fullback Steve 
Bradford, a product of Scott Central 
High School. Instead of scoring. 
East Central chose to run out the 
clock from the Middle Georgia four- 
yard-line. 

East Central had 18 first downs 


Lewi, for a loss, leading the way for 
East Central to take the lead with a 
touchdov n and extra point. 

The she l scoring drive was set up 
by Deik Jarkson's 72-yard return of 
an At Hurt punt to the EC 10-yard¬ 
line. 

Midd e Georgia had a chance to 
extend its lead late in the first quarter 
when Hum, again in punt formation, 
mishandled the snap from center and 
gave MG possession on the.EC 16. 
But key defensive plays by Bryant, 
Jimmy Kincaid of Morton and 
Tyquan Taylor of Louisville forced 
Middle Georgia into a fourth and 20 
situation from which it failed to con¬ 
vert a score. 

East Central would later take the 
lead for good following Pittman's 
short run with 2:20 left before half* 
time. The 67-yard, five-play drive 
was set up by Forest product Joey 
Pinkston's interception on the ECCC 
33-yard-line. Key plays during the 
drive included quarterback Jake 


compared to nine for Middle 
Georgia. 

EC had 251 yards rushing and 99 
passing for a total offensive perfor¬ 
mance of 350 yards. 

Middle Georgia had 145 yards 
rushing and 18 passing for a 163- 
yard total 


Mack Pittman's seven-yard touch¬ 
down run followed by Shaun 
Walker's PAT late in ihe first half 
action lifted East Central Community 
College to a 7-6 win over Middle 
Georgia College in the second annu¬ 
al huddle house Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic held recently in Brunswick, 
Ga. The bowl matchup was billed as 
the "Bailie of Warriors" as each team 
has the same mascot. 

Pittman, a freshman running back 
from Panama City, Fla,, set a bowl 
record with 197 yards rushing on 32 
carries and w*as presented the team 
most valuable player aw'ard by bowl 
officials during post-game activities. 
The championship trophy was pre¬ 
sented to ECCC co-captains Marcus 
Holmes (offense) of Louisville and 
Kemba Bryant (defense) of Atlanta, 
Ga., and head football coach Willie 
Coats, Coach Coats said the bowl 
victory is “a great win for our kids 
who have worked very hard all year. 
We are not focusing our efforts on 

Kizziah's 16-yard strike to Pittman at 
midfield, and Pittman's 20-yard run 
to the Middie Georgia 27. Kizziah 
hails from Tuscaloosa, 

Both teams had opportunities to 
score in the second half. Walker, of 
Morton, barely missed a 32-yard 
field goal late in the third quarter, 
and Mullis 1 37-yard effort with 4:16 
left in the game was also not suc¬ 
cessful. 

Prior to Mullis' attempt, Middle 
Georgia had driven from its own 
four-yard-line to the EC 21 before 
being stopped once again by a stub¬ 
born EC defense, led by Kincaid and 
Taylor who combined efforts to stop 
running back Robert Carr for a five- 
yard loss on second and four from 
the EC 16. Middle Georgia threw an ■ 
incomplete pass on third down and 
Mullis missed his field goal try on 
fourth down. 

East Central then took possession 
on its 20, and proceeded to drive 
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East Central 
for Georgia 
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CC preps tec- 
bowl game 


CARTHAGINIAN 

12/5/96 


Bowl officials are calling it 
“The Battle of Warriors” when 
number-nine ranked East Cen¬ 
tral Community College of 
Decatur, and Middle Georgia 
College, located in Cochran, 
meet in the second annual Hud¬ 
dle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic on Saturday, Dec. 7* 
Kickoff is set for 1 p.m. (EST) at 
Glynn County Stadium in 
Brunswick, Ga. 

Ironically, both teams are 
nicknamed “Warriors,” although 
school colors differ at each cob 
lege. East Central uniforms are 
black and old gold, while Middle 
Georgia will wear red, black and 
white. 

East Central, led by second- 
year head coach Willie Coats, 
completed regular season action 
by compiling a 9-1 record, the 
team's best finish since 1939, 
when the Warriors went 10-0 
and claimed the college's only 
state championship in the sport. 

ECCC posted wins over 
Holmes (13-7), Northeast (36-7), 
Northwest (20-15), Itawamba 
(20-17), Pearl River (22-15), 
Gulf Coast (28-23), Jones <45- 
26), Copiah-Lincoln (20-14) and 
Southwest (41-6), before falling 
to eventual state champion 
Hinds (45-7) For the MACJC 
South Division title* 


In recognition of the War¬ 
riors 1 successful ‘96 campaign. 
Coats was named “Co-Coach of 
the Year/' sharing honors with 
East Mississippi's Tom Goode* 
Other members of Coats’ 
staff include Terry Underwood, 
Timmy Coats, Frederick Lyons 
and Jon Williams* In addition to 
Coats' honor, numerous Warrior 
football players received various 
post- se aso n a ceola d es 

The ECCC offense was rated 
near the top of the juco league, 
averaging 25 points per game, 
2,429 rushing yards (242.9 aver¬ 
age) and 867 passing yards 
86.7). 

Leading the offensive attack 
is freshman running back Mack 

Pittman who gained 1,139 yards 
on 20 carries and scored 13 
touchdowns* Pittman, a former 
standout at Bay High School in 
Panama City, Fla. was named to 
the All-State second team. 

Also having a productive sea¬ 
son toting the pigskin is sopho¬ 
more fullback Steven Bradford, 
a product of Scott Central High 
School, who amassed 705 yards 


on 127 attempts and scored 
seven touchdowns. Bradford 
was an honorable mention All- 
State selection* 

Anchoring the offensive line 
is center Marcus Holmes of 
Louisville, recipient of the most 
outstanding offensive lineman 
award. Holmes was also named 
first team All-State* 

Punter A1 Hunt was also 
among the league's best, as he 
averaged 40.38 yards per kick, 
with his longest effort traveling 
69 yards. Hunt, a freshman 
from Honea Path, S*C*, was also 
chosen to the All-State first 
team* He shares quarterback 
duties with sophomore Jake 
Kizztah of T\iscaloosa. 

Defensively, East Central is 
led by sophomore linebacker 
Kemba Bryant of Atlanta, who 
recorded 89 solo tackles and 40 
assists. Bryant, a first team All- 
State choice, was also named 
the division's most valuable 
defensive player* 

Freshman linebacker Dejuan 
Clark of Tbscaloosa also had an 
outstanding season as he regis¬ 
tered 77 tackles, 27 assists and 
nine quarterback sacks* Clancy 
was chosen second team All- 
State. 


Also having a great year is 
freshman free safety Joey 
Pinkston of Forest, who led the 
state in interceptions with eight 
returns for 111 yards, a 15.fi 
yard average. Pinkston, an hon¬ 
orable mention All-State selec¬ 
tion, also returned one intercep¬ 
tion for a score* 

Middle Georgia is led by 
head coach Dennis Roland who 

revitalized the football program 
in 1994, after the college had 
ceased offering the sport for 35 
years. 

This past season, the War¬ 
riors posted an 8-3 mark and 
registered victories over Bene¬ 
dict, S.C. (35-0), West Georgia 
JV (45-6), Georgia Military Col¬ 
lege (28-21), Hargrove Military 
in Virginia (46-6), Valdosta (Ga.) 
State JV (52-0), Kemper 
Military College in Missouri (21- 
3), Lackawanna Junior College 
in Pennsylvania (34-0) and Troy 
State University JV (27-6)* 

Middle Georgia's three losses 
came early in the season play 
against Kilgore (TX) Junior Col¬ 
lege (20-2), Tyler (TX) Junior 
College (31-14) and Nassau 
Community College located in 


New York (17*14), 

Middle Georgia lists 99 play¬ 
ers on its roster, with seven 
additional athletes classified as 
redshirts. 

During ‘96 action, the MGO 
Warriors had 181 first downs, 
3,184 yards rushing and 660 
passing yards* Leading the 
offense is sophomore running 
back Rod Sparks of Augusta, 
Ga., who compiled 1,032 yards 
on 160 carries* He also scored 
six touchdowns. 

Several activities are sched¬ 
uled for the two Warrior squads 
prior to the howl game, includ¬ 
ing a shrimp boil on the beach 
Thursday night; a champi¬ 
onship-style breakfast, noon 
barbeque and awards banquet 
on Friday;- pre-game meal, 
parade and post-game meal cm 
Saturday. 

Selected to lead parade fes¬ 
tivities is the ECCC “Wall O' 
Sound” Marching Band, direct¬ 
ed by Thomas W. Carson and 
assistant Johnny May The East 
Central musicians have also 
been chosen to perform the 
national anthem prior to kickoff 

For more information contact 
the Office of Public Information, 
telephone 635-2111, ext* 242* 










Pittman leads ECCC to 7-6 Bowl victory 


Mack Pittman's seven-yard 
touchdown run followed by Shaun 
Walker's PAT late in first half action 
lifted East Central Community 
College to a 7-6 win over Middle 
Georgia College in the second annu¬ 
al Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic held Saturday in Brunswick, 
Georgia. The bowl matchup was 
billed as the “Battle of Warriors" as 
each team has the same mascot, 

Pittman, a freshman running 
back from Panama City, Florida, set 
a bowl record with 197 yards rush¬ 
ing on 32 carries and was presented 
the team most valuable player award 
by bowl officials during post-game 
activities. The championship trophy 
was presented to ECCC co-captains 
Marcus Holmes (offense) of 
Louisville and Kemba Bryant 
(defense) of Atlanta, Georgia, and 
head football coach Willie Coats. 
Coach Coals said the bowl victory is 
u a great win for our kids who have 
worked very hard all year. We are 
now focusing our efforts on recruit¬ 
ing and looking forward to next 
year." 

East Central, which completed 
the season with a 10-] mark com¬ 
pared to Middle Georgia's 8-4 
record, received two trophies fol¬ 
lowing its bowl victory. One trophy 
is rotated year-to-year by the win¬ 
ning learn, and the other award is 
kept on a permanent basis. Both tro¬ 
phies will be on display in the lobby 
of (he Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

Middle Georgia took an early 


lead over East Central when running 
back Rod Sparks found paydirt on a 
five-yard scamper with 12:12 left in 
the initial period. Chris Mull is' PAT 
was blocked by Neal Keeton of 
Morton bul an offside penalty 
against ECCC gave the “other 
Warriors" another attempt from just 
over a yard from the goalline. 
However, Middle Georgia was 
denied again as defensive back 
Ashanti Webb of Tampa, Florida, 
sacked quarterback Ashley Lewis 
for a loss, leading the w-ay for East 
Central to lake the lead with a 
touchdown and extra point. 

The short scoring drive was set 
up by Deik Jackson's 72-yard return 
of an Al Hunt punt to the EC 10- 
yard-line. 

Middle Georgia had a chance to 
extend its lead late in the first quar¬ 
ter when Hunt, again in punt forma¬ 
tion, mishandled the snap from cen¬ 
ter and gave MG possession on the 
EC 16. But key defensive plays by 
Bryant, Jimmy Kincaid of Morion 
and Tyquan Taylor of Louisville 
forced Middle Georgia into a fourth 
and 20 situation from which it failed 
to convert a score. 

East Central would later take 
the lead for good following 
Pittman's short run with 2:20 left 
before halftime. The 67-yard, five- 
play drive was set up by Forest 
product Joey Pinkston's interception 
on the ECCC 33-yard-line. Key 
plays during the drive included 
quarterback Jake Klzziah's 16-yard 
strike to Pittman at midfield, and 


Pittman's 20-yard run to the Middle 
Georgia 27. Kizziah hails from 
Tuscaloosa. 

Both teams had opportunities to 
score in the second half. Walker, of 
Morton, barely missed a 32-yard 
field goal late in Ihe third quarter, 
and Mull is' 37-yard effort with 4; 16 
left in the game was also not suc¬ 
cessful 

Prior to Mullis' attempt, Middle 
Georgia had driven form its own 
four-yard-line to the EC 21 before 
being stopped once again by a stub¬ 
born EC defense, led by Kincaid and 
Taylor who combined efforts to stop 
running back Robert Carr for a five- 
yard loss on second and four from 
the EC 16. Middle Georgia threw an 
incomplete pass on third down and 
Mullis missed his field goal try on 
fourth down. 

East Central then took posses¬ 
sion on its 20, and proceeded to 
drive almost the length of the field 
behind runs by Pittman and fullback 
Steve Bradford, a product of Scott 
Central High School Instead of 
scoring, East Central chose to rua 
out the clock from the Middle 
Georgia four-yard line. 

East Central had 18 first downs 
compared to nine for Middle 
Georgia. 

EC had 251 yards rushing and 
99 passing for a total offensive per¬ 
formance of 350 yards. 

Middle Georgia had 145 yards 
rushing and 18 passing for a 163- 
yard total. 



Harriors Win Bowl Game.** East Central Community College head coach Willie 
Coats (center) poses with his team and the championship trophy of the Huddle House Golden Isles 
Bowl played in Brunswick, Georgia, Saturday. EC defeated Middle Georgia College 7-6 to can 
their season with a 10-1 record, (EC Photo) 
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ECCC takes 7-6 win on Shauii Walker kick 

s 


Decatur- Mack Pittman's sev«n- 
yard touchdown run followed by 
Shaun Walked PAT late in first half 
action lifted East Central Community 
College to a 7-6 win over Middle 
Georgia in the second annual Huddle 
House Colaen Isles Bowl Classic 
held Saturday in btunswick, Georgia. 
The bowl matchup was billed as the " 
Battle of the Warriors" as each team 
has the same mascot. 

Pittman, a freshman running 
back from Panama City, Florida, set 
a bowl record with 197 yards rushing 
on 32 carries and was presented the 
team's most valuable player award 
by bowl officials during post-game 
activities. The championship trophy 
was presented to ECCC co-captains 
Marcus Holmes (offensive) of 
Louisville and Kemba Bryant 
(defense) of Atlanta, Georgia, and 
head football coach Willie Coats. 
Coach Coals said the bowl victory is 
"a great win for our kids who have 
worked very hard all year. We are 
now focusing our efforts on recruit¬ 
ing and looking forward to next 
year/ 


East Central, which completed the 
season with a 10-1 mark compared to 
Middle Georgia's 8-4 record, received 
two trophies following its bowl victo¬ 
ry. One trophy is rotated year-io- 
year by the winning team, and the 
other award is kept on a permanent 
basis. Both trophies will be on dis-, 
play in the lobby of the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building. 

Middle Georgia took an early lead 
over East Central when running back 
Rod Sparks found paydirt on a five- 
yard scamper with 12:12 left in the 
initial period. Chris Mulis' PAT was 
blocked by Neal Keeton of Morton 
but an offside penalty against ECCC 
gave the "other Warriors" another 
attempt from just over a yard from 
the goalline. However,, Middle 
Georgia was denied again as defen¬ 
sive back Ashanti Webb of Tampa, 
Honda, sacked quarterback Ashley 
Lewis for a loss, leading the way for 
East Central to take the lead with a 
touchdown and extra point. 

The short scoring drive was set up 
by Deik Jackson's 72-yard return of 
an AL Hunt punt to the EC IQ-yard- 
line. 


Middle Georgia had a chance to 
extend its lead late in the first quarter 
when Hunt, again in punt formation, 
mishandled the snap from center and 
gave MG.possession on,the £0:6, 
But key defensive plays by Bryant/ 
Jimmy Kincaid of Morton and 
Tyquan Taylor of Louisville forced 
Middle Georgia into a fourth and 20 
situation from which it failed to con¬ 
vert a scone. 

East Central would later take the 
lead for good following Pittman's 
short run with 2:20 left before half¬ 
time. The 67-yard, five-play drive 
was set up by Forest product Joey 
Pinkston's interception on the ECCC 
33-yard tine. Key plays during the 
drive included quarterback Jake 
Kizziah's 16-yard strike to Pittman at 
midfield, and Pittman's 20 -yard run 
to the Middle Georgia 27. Kizziah 
Hails from Tuscaloosa. 

Both teams had opportunities to 
score m the scond half. Walker, of 
Morton, barely missed a 32-yard field 


from the Middle Georgia four-yard- 
line. 

East Central had 18 first downs 
compared to nine for Middle Geor- 

yi. 

EC had 251 yards rushing and 99 
passing for a total offensive perfor¬ 
mance of 350 yards. 

Middle Georgia had 145 yards 
rushing and 18 passing for a 163-yard 
total 

the EC 16. Middle Georgia threw an 
incomplete pass on third down and 
Mullis missed his field goal try on 
fourth down. 

East Central then took possession 
on its 20, and proceeded to drive 
almost the length of the field behind 
runs by Pittman and fullback Steve 
Bradford, a product of Scott Central 
High School. .Instead of scoring. East 
Central chose to run out the docck 

goal late in the third quarter, and 
Mullis' 37-yard effort with 4:16 Heft 
in Ihe game was also not successful. 

Prior to Mullis' attempt. Middle 
Georgia had driven from its own 
four-yard-line to the EC 21 before 
being stopped once again by a stub¬ 
born EC defense, led by Kincaid and 
Taylor who combined efforts to stop 
running back Robert Carr for a five- 
yard loss on second and four from 
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Warriors Have Won 7 Straight 



Middle Georgia Enters Golden Isles Bowl on Hot Streak 


By MURRAY POOLE 
News Sports Editor 

After dropping three of their first 
3iir contests this fail, a post-season 
owl game was the furthest thing 
x>m the Middle Georgia College 
Varners' minds. 

Indeed, at that early juncture of 
ie 19% football campaign, the 
ridmen of Coach Dennis Roland 
rcre just hoping to bounce back 
nd somehow capture a winning 
easou. 

But now, look again! After that 
early disastrous start, the 
Cochran team has reeled off 
even consecutive victories. Mid- 
le Georgia will enter Saturday’s 
econd annual Huddle House 
iolden Isles Bowl Classic here 
porting an 8-3 season record. 
The Warriors are ranked 23rd in 
ie nation in the Junior College 
hid wire Poll out of California 
/bile their Golden Isles Bowl 
pponem, East Central Communi 
* r College of Decatur, Miss, is 
inked 21st in that poll. However, 
i the final NJCAA regular season 
oil* East Central was ranked as the 
k\ 9 juco team in America, 

After kicking off the 1996 season 
rith a tough 21-20 loss to Kilgore 
Tex.) JC, Middle Georgia 
abounded to paste Benedict (SC) 
y 35-0. However, on consecutive 
weekends, the Warriors then went 
own to Tyler (Tex.) JC by 31-14 
nd to a powerful Nassau, N.Y, 
sam by 17-14, 

But as MGC moved against the 
Vest Georgia Junior Varsity 
earn the following week, things 
>egan to fall into place for the 
Varners. They demolished the 
I raves JV team by 45-6 and that 
et the stage for the big rival 
neeting with Georgia Military 
College in Milledgeville, 

The Bulldogs, of course, were 
ve winners of the inaugural Gold- 
n Isles Bowl, running roughshod 
ver Lackawanna College (Pa.) by 
8-15 at Glynn County Stadium 
ist December 


In a hard-fought ballgamc, the 
Warriors would prevail over Geor¬ 
gia Military this time by 28-21, 
That big victory evened Middle 
Georgia’s season record at 3-3 and 
the Warriors then went on io cap 
the season with five additional 
wins.46-6 over Hargrave Mili¬ 

tary (Va.), 52-0 over the Valdosta 
State Junior Varsity, 21-3 over 
Kemper Military (Mo j, 34-0 over 
Lackawanna and then, 27-6 over 
the Troy Slate Junior V;trsity in the 
season finale. 

“First of all, we’re just excited 
to be coming to Brunswick,’* said 
MGC coach Roland. “It's a great 
opportunity for us and some¬ 
thing our players want to do. For 
us to be 1-3 at one point and then 
turn it around and win seven in a 
row, 1 think it shows what kind of 
character this team's got,” he 
said. 

“I think die Georgia Military 
game was Hie turning point of our 
season," Roland declared. “In dial 
game, we intercepted six passes 
and offensively, we rushed for 400 
yards. 

“Offensively, we're pretty much 
a run-oriemed team," Roland 
i nfonned. “ D cfens i ve 1 y, we ’ ve 
been playing tremendous football 
and offensively, we’ve been doing 
what it taxes to win ball games. 
We’ve just been trying to do what 
we’re capable of doing...taking one 
game at a time," he added. 

Its football program now in its 
third year of existence, Middle 
Georgia lost 20 starters off last 
season’s 10-2 team. That War¬ 
rior edition toppled Hutchinson 
CC (Kan.) hy 42-37 in die Min¬ 
eral Water Bowl in Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., after rallying from 
a 27-7 deficit. That victory 
enabled MGC to finish with a 
7fh place national ranking. 

“But this team has really matured 
and come together," Roland said. 
“And at this point, I think it is the 
equal—maybe even better—of last 
year’s team. Our schedule was very 


Middle Georgia Set for Golden Isles Bowl 

The Middle Georgia College Warriors, pictured above, are the host team Tor the 2nd Annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic, coming up Saturday at Glynn County Stadium. With their 8-3 season record, the Warriors will be going against East 
Central Community College of Decatur, Miss, Also known as the Warriors, East Central will bring a 9-1 record into the game. 
(Special Photo to The News) 


tough ilus season, especially early 
in the year. After we struggled 
early, we made a few changes at 
the quarterback and several oilier 
positions and were able to gel it 
going," he said. 

Some of the Warrior offensive 
leaders this season are sophomore 
fullback Rod Sparks (6-2, 260), 
who is MGCs leading rusher U ith 
over 1,000 yards; sophomore 
offensive tackle Curtis Sanders (6- 
6, 290), a Turner Couniy product 
who today was to commit to play 
for the University of Georgia; 
sophomore center Clint Curl (6-0, 
270); quarterbacks Chris Howard 
(6-5. 190, Fr) and George Brown 
(5-9, 170, Fr.) and wide receiver 


Abdul Davis (6-1, 202, Soph,). 
Though Howard will likely open at 
quarterback, Roland says he and 
Brown play on a rotation system. 

Defensively, the Warriors are 
led by sophomore inside tine- 
barker Antonio Cochran, who 
has also committed to play for 
Jim Don nan’s Georgia Bulldogs 
next season. Cochran is a 6-5, 
275-pound product of Macon 
County who will be moved to 
defensive end at UGA, 

Other MGC defensive stal¬ 
warts include sophomore comer- 
hack VonKeitti Spencer (5-10, 
171), who has intercepted 14 
passes this season, and Jarrell 
Jones, a 6-3, 290-pound sopho¬ 


more defensive tackle. 

Roland knows his team will have 
its hands full Saturday with the 9-1 
East Central CC team. 

’They are a very disciplined 
football team, with very good ath¬ 
letes,’' he said. 'They play hard and 
are a very opportunistic type of 
team. Hopefully, we won’t give 
them many opportunities. Like us* 
they’re predominantly a running 
team/’ said Roland 

The Middle Georgia coach said 
that former Glynn Academy 
standout Jay Bridgets, a 6-3, 
310-pound offensive tackle, is 
being redshirted by the Warriors 
this season, ‘‘jay's doing well and 
will be ready to help us next sea¬ 


son/’ he said. Other area players 
on the MGC roster are former 
Camden County standout Phillip 
Wilson—who Roland says is 
doing a great job as the starting 
strong safety—and ex-Wayne 
County player Justin Davis, a 
key backup at offensive guard 
and tackle who also plays on the 
special teams. 

Tickets to Saturday's bowl game 
remain on sale at the Glynn Coun¬ 
ty Schools Athletic Department, 
267-4100. They are $10 for adults 
and $5 for students in advance. All 
rickets at the gale will be $10. 

AH proceeds from the game will 
go to benefit the Glynn County 
middle schools’ athletic programs. 
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ECCC Warriors 
close season with 
win, 10-1 record 


By Stan Grubb 


The Meridian Star 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — it won’t 
go down in East Central 
Community College football his¬ 
tory as “The Drives , w since none 
resulted in points. 

But maybe they 1 !! preserve 
them for the ages as “ECCC s 
Drives,* 

Three significant drives? 

They were 62, 56 and 76 
yards — 12, 11 and seven plays, 
The figures added up to exactly 
17 minutes of game time and 
were a major reason why the 
East Central Warriors captured 
a 7-6 win over Middle Georgia in 
Saturday's Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic, 

Tm so delighted for our guys 
today,* ECCC head coach Willie 
Coats said. “The patience of our 
coaches and the overall perfor¬ 
mance of these kids came out in 
the end. It wasn't a thing of 
beauty, but we played great on 
the line of scrimmage.'* 

East Central took the game 
and MGC head on throughout 
the second half on the first two 
drives, which took up more than 
12 minutes. 


ECCC’s dominating ground 
game didn't result in points on 
the scoreboard — although one 
resulted in a missed 32-yard 
field goal attempt — but the 
bruising runs of Mack Pittman 
and Steve Bradford began to 
take a heavy toll on the smaller 

sion lasted only three plays, p^nrf S runnin2 attack 

TToat fipTitrarti A1 Hunt was I he ttlt running anacK 

forced ^o punt MMdk Georgia’s also ( wSb 

Deik Jackson hauled in the kick, Pf^ ^ nded ^nws 

ran toward the middle of the by Pittman who fisted 

field, the reversed and darted up ^-^“d^/in^rheclosing 

JacSn picked up key blocks minute of the first half. It 
and raced 72 yards down to the ca PFf d a five-play, 67-yard scor- 
ECCC 10-yard line. His punt m § “ nve - , . , 

return, which was the longest in . I} ™| P erh fP s , three - e “ u " t ‘ 
|fl one of in ? the drive to close out the 

Sree marL that fell on the day contest, of the .biggest Bjrch« 
Two plays later. MGC full- this teams had, said Bradford, 
back Rod Sparks bolted through who played extensively despite a 
the middle for a five-yard touch- severely sprained ankle. We 
down. MGC missed the point Played solidly on defense as well, 
after, but got another chance was a S ood eiT ° rt and a £ ood 

fscold taf Mild “(SiS: "the Victor, complete. ECCC. 

Brown, holding MGC to a 6-C Warriors have won in double fig- 

ad pW^^Central safety Joe\ Aa has been the case a11 y ear 
PtnkttL set un hfs team’s go for ECCC. the running game 
S ^i by lte^tog S Iro'ni told the .tor,. But It would b. 
Of a Brown aerial at the ECCC Middle Georgia who would 
33 with 4:38 to play in the sec- 8tn “j® nrs ~ 


ond quarter, 

From there, Pittman burst 
out on runs of 16 and 18 yards, 
taking the Warriors into MGC 
territory. A face mask penalty 
allowed ECCC to reach the 
Middle Georgia 27. 


Alter the game initial posses- 


Pittman closed out the drive 
three plays later ECCC to the 
locker room out in front, 7-6. 

Pittman, who accounted for 
67 of his team's 87 rushing 
yards in the first half, added to 
his record-setting afternoon in 
the second half with 130 more. 
The result was a 197-yard total 
and the game's Most Valuable 
Player Award. 

The game came down to a 
pair of drives — one by each 
team. With 8:03 to play, Hunt 
pinned MGC back at its own 4- 
yard line after an 11-play drive 
by ECCC was stalled. Middle 
Georgia proceeded to move the 
ball toward midfield on runs by 
Sparks and Robert Carr before 
Brown connected with Abdul 
Davis for an 18-yard pick-up. 

Brown then kept on the 
option, ducked inside a mass of 
linemen and escaped. He darted 
up field on a record-setting 48* 
yard run down to the ECCC 222, 
MGC would reach the East 
Central 15, before a pair of sacks 
forced a 37-yard field goal 
attempt that was no good. 

East Central took over with 
4:10 to play and marched 76 
yards down to the MGC 4, before 
the game clock expired. 






Pauls M*rrttt/The Meridian Star 

Mack Pittman of East Central was the game's MVP 

Pittman credits 
line for yardage 


By Stan Grubb _ 

The Meridian Star 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — East 
Central Community College 
running back Mack Pittman has 
always had a love of history. Not 
reading it, but making it. 

And Saturday, Pittman and 
the Warriors put their indelible 
and historic stamp on the 
Huddle House-Golden Isle Bowl 
Classic. 

The game between East 
Central and Middle Georgia 
College turned into a war in the 
trenches. But contrary to local 
declarations by the host squad, 
Pittman and his trenchmen 
dominated the line of scritn- 

^We didt do it much early in 
the game, but it picked up as we 
went along," Pittman said. 'In 
the second quarter, and much of 
the third, I thought our guys up 
front did a fantastic job of driv¬ 
ing off the football, giving me 
and the other backs lanes to 
run," 

Pittman made that abun 
dantly clear in the latter stages 
of the first half by ripping off 
large chunks of yardage, includ¬ 
ing runs of I8 t 14 and 12 yards 
on his team's lone scoring drive 
shortly before intermission. His 



record-setting performance was 
even more masterful in the sec¬ 
ond half 

It was then Pittman and the 
line shined the brightest. The 5- 
foot-9 freshman almost singte- 
handily led the Warriors on key 
second half drives and capped 
the outing averaging 12 yards 
per carry on ECCC's game-end¬ 
ing, fourth quarter drive. 

The game's Most Valuable 
Player chalked up 197 yards on 
32 carries. - 

Numbers were only part of 
the story for ECCC’s line play. 
In addition to Pittman's high 
rushing mark, the likes of tack¬ 
les Ryan Stokley (257), Jason 
Nixon (275), guards Russell 
McCann (254) and Bo Thomas 
(280) along with center 
Demarcus Holmes, paved the 
way fur its talented offense to 
methodically chew up the clock 
and wear down Middle Georgia. 
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POOLE 

SHOTS 

By MURRAY POOLE 
News Sports Editor 



Middle School Kids Are 
Real Winners in Golden 
Isles Bowl Game Here 


Not having seen either team play this season, it’s pretty difficult to tab 
a winner in tomorrow's Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl battle out at 
Glynn County Stadium* 

Both the East Central Community College Warriors and Middle Geor¬ 
gia College Warriors are bringing strong football teams to the Golden 
Isles and all signs are pointing to a close, hard-fought ball game...unlike 
the scenario that unfolded in last year's inaugural bowl game here. 

While the Decatur, Miss* gridmen of coach Willie Coats will take 
the field sporting a 9-1 season record and a No, 9 NJCAA national 
ranking, the Middle Georgia squad enters the tilt armed with an 8- 
3 season worksheet. 

While East Central likely rates a slight favorite in this one, Fm most 
impressed with the 7-game win string that coach Dennis Roland's squad 
carts into tomorrow's skirmish, 

Georgia Military College played truly outstanding football as the host 1 
team in last year's initial bowl game, and I'm looking for the Warriors I 
from Cochran to do the same tomorrow. But, most assuredly* they will 
have their hands full with these other Warriors from Mississippi. Mid¬ 
dle Georgia gets a shaky 28-24 nod to beat East Central here tomorrow 
afternoon. 

Regardless of the outcome, however, the real winners in this foot- I 
ball game — that is, if a good crowd turns out to support it—w ill lie || 
the kids of all the middle schools here in Glynn County* All of the 
proceeds will go to finance their athletic programs and, in addition 
to providing wholesome activities for the players, hands and cheer¬ 
leaders, these middle schools also serve as a feeder system for the 
Glynn Academy and Brunswick High football programs* 

Already, after just one full season of middle school football, the BHS 
and GA programs are reaping some dividends. A number of the cx-Jaue 
Macon, Glynn Middle and Risiey Middle players made vital contribu¬ 
tions to the Pirates and Terrors' programs as freshmen this fell, most on 
the 9th grade and Junior Varsity level but several on the high school var¬ 
sity teams as well* 

How do you think Valdosta High School is able to come up with 
the powerhouses that it does, each and every year? It’s because of 
the Wildcats' tremendous feeder system, through till of the junior 
high football programs they have over in Lowndes County* 

Needless to say, your support is needed tomorrow at Glynn County 
Stadium. 
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•If Tuesday night’s opening games were any indication, we can expect 
an exciting high school basketball season this winter. 

Despite losing their all-time leading scorer, Oreeta Mitchell, the 
Glynn Academy Lady Terrors of Theresa Adams displayed outstanding 
scoring balance and strength in their win over the cross-town rival BHS 
Lady Pirates. And, certainly, in their opening win over the Pirates, the 
Red Terror boys of new mentor Dan Moore looked 200 percent 
improved over the struggling GA outfits of the past three years. Also 
under new coach Warren Lawrence, the Pirates played surprisingly wei 
in their ’96-97 debut, especially considering the fact that most of the 
BHS stalwarts had only a couple days practice under their belts after 
playing in the state football playoffs. The Lady Pirates of Vameil Porter 
also showed they have the potential to be a factor in the region this sea¬ 
son...once they get their entire squad suited up. 

The young Frederica Academy teams of Jim Kay and Ike Podiesny 
have struggled out of the gate a bit but as the Knights and Lady Knights 
acquire much-needed playing experience, they could be very'competi- 
tive come tournament time. The Christian Renewal Academy boys of 
Steve Waters are off to a 5-1 start while the young Lady Eagles of Amy 
Stapleton should continue to improve as the season goes along. 

And out at Coastal Georgia Community College—the former 
Brunswick College—the Mariners of Gerald Cox are fielding their best 
potential team in many a season. Although they had their record evened 
at 4-4 with last night’s crushing loss to defending GJCAA champ 
Atlanta Metro (see page 3-B), the Mariners have enough talent and 
experience to make another strong bid for the slide tournament crown 
and the subsequent trip to the nationals. 

•What kind of potential did Charlton County’s Champ Bailey flash as 
a freshman comerback at Georgia this football season?,...So much that 
observers close to the UGA scene are touting Bailey as a future All- 
American. This, from Bulldog head coach Jim Donnan: "Champ Bailey 
is one of the best pure athletes I’ve ever coached, living or dead. The 
guy can high jump 6-9 and runs like a blur. I'm braggin* on him, and I 
don’t brag on somebody unless I believe it. but that guy there is a legit¬ 
imate can’t-miss player. It doesn’t take a real rocket scientist to figure 
that. We might do a little Deion Sanders and try Bailey as a receiver or 
kick returner next season,” Donnan said. 


•On the job since June, new Georgia baseball coach Robert Sapp start¬ 
ed the real task of rebuilding the diamond Dogs’ arsenal by signing 12 
players. Sapp’s first group of signees consists of seven standouts from 
Georgia, two from Florida and one each from Maryland, Michigan and 
New York, including three of seven pitchers standing 6-foot-5. "It was 
imperative we have a solid recruiting class for 1998,” said Sapp, the for¬ 
mer Middle Georgia College coach and Brunswick native. “The large 
class includes several players who might be drafted so we may lose 
some. We recruited nationwide as shown by players from as far away as 
Michigan and down to Florida, Assistant coaches Randy Mazey and 
David Pemo put in a lot of hard work to help bring in this class,’’ relat- 
ed Sapp. “We signed some excellent hitters along with a lot of pitching 
and a catcher with experience.” Among the hurlers inked by Sapp was 
Shaun Helmev, the former Effingham County and now South Effing¬ 
ham player. The 6-0, 185-pound Helmey, South Effingham’s football 
quarterback, had a 3-3 mound record last season at EC, with a 3.93 ERA 
and 56 strikeouts in 42.2 innings. 

•In Saturday night’s SEC Championship game in Atlanta. 1 make the 
Florida Gators just a slim pick by a field goal, say 24-21, over the 
Alabama Crimson Tide, which leads the country in pass defense. That's 
because of the tenuous situation of the Gators' offensive line. But look 
tor Spurrier’s guys to hold off Alabama—which will be playing for the 
last lime under the likable Gene Stallings—and thereby deliver Florida 
its fourth consecutive SEC title. In the noteworthy state high school 
playoff games, 1 go with Lowndes County over the "Benedictine Cadets 
tonight by 31-21 in Savannah and 1 go with the Valdosta Wildcats to 
trim the Colquitt County Packers by 24-1 7 in their big rematch in Val¬ 
dosta. The 11 - ] BC Cadets of Tommy Brackett have been a very sur¬ 
prising football team this season, especially so in their big upset win 
over No. 2 LaGrange last week, but the huge Cadets won’t be able to 
cope with Lowndes' super passer, Brandon Cowart, and its super receiv¬ 
er, C.J. Lofton, the Region 1-AAAA Player of the Year, this evening. 
And after losing to the Packers for the fifth straight time in the regular 
season matchup, Mike O’Brien’s 'Dosta Wildcats have been playing at 
peak performance the last three to four weeks and are tabbed to end 
their Moultrie jinx tonight at Bazemore-Hyder Stadium. Also, 1 ride 
with an unbeaten, too-ranked Macon Countv team to nin the Charlton 
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It’s a Battle of Warriors in Golden Isles bowl 

Time for Some Football! 


By KEVIN PRICE 
Assistant Sports Editor 
Despite some bus problems for 
Middle Georgia Thursday and wet 
practice conditions for both teams* 
the participants in the second 
annual Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl seemed to enjoy their 
first day in Glynn County, 

Both Middle Georgia of 
Cochran and East Central Com* 
munity College of Decatur, 
Miss,, arrived in town yesterday 
afternoon via police escort* The 
Warriors of MGC went through 
a brief workout at Glynn Acad* 
emy, while the other Warriors 
from ECCC held a light practice 
at Jane Macon Field, 

The teams were treated to a 
Low-Country Boil and entertain¬ 
ment last evening on JekylL The 


pregame festivities were to 
resume today w ith breakfast and a 
Lour of the Federal Law Enforce- 
mem Trainer Center. After a little 
fuj at the Jekyii Island Golf Club, 
both teams were to hold practices 
;md walk-throughs at Glynn 
County Stadium before going to a 
formal banquet tonight. 

Both teams are having a blast 
right now* but they vow to be 
ready for war when they square 
ofrat 1 pm. Saturday at GC Sta¬ 
dium in a match fittingly being 
billed as 'The Battle of the War- 
ridilT 

“We* re here for some fun and 
all that will happen at the ban* 
quf s, but on the field it'll be all 
business" said MGC sopho- 
iiiore offensive right tackle Cur¬ 
tis Sanders of Turner County, 
who has verbally committed to 
Georgia, noting he chose UGA 
because he's always dreamed of 
pla> ing between the hedges* 

"We have to keep our focus on 
the game.” said ECCC center 


Marcus Holmes* a first team All- 
Slate selection. "We came down 
here to play and win, and we want 
to enjoy it at the same time,** 

MGC will enter the game 
unranked with an 8-3 record* hav¬ 
ing won seven straight games, A 
win could land the Georgia school 
u spot in the final junior college 
rankings. ECCC carries a 9-f 
mark into tomorrow’s tilt, and the 
Mississippi Warriors are ranked 
ninth in the nation. They were 
ranked fifth before losing to state 
champion Hinds Community Col¬ 
lege in the South Division cham¬ 
pionship game. 

Last year, speed conquered size 
as the quick Georgia Military Col¬ 
lege Bulldogs spanked a big Lack¬ 
awanna team of Pennsylvania 48- 
15 in the inaugural Golden Isles 
Bowl, 

Tomorrow’s outcome might be 
determined by who wins the war 
in the trenches, as are many 
fool ball games. Both teams like 
to pound the bail at their oppo¬ 


nents with lethal ground 
attacks, and the team that best 
controls the lines of scrimmage 
could emerge the victor late 
tomorrow afternoon* 

MGC no doubt has the size 
advantage when comparing the 
interior lines, MGC’s offensive 
from averages 264 pounds a man, 
while ECCC*s defensive line aver¬ 
ages 250 pounds a player, 

MGC’s defensive line averages 
274 pounds a player* while 
ECCC’s offensive line checks in 
at an average of 258 pounds a 
player 

“We probably match up pretty 
even as far as styles,” said East 
Central defensive end/linebacker 
Jimmy Kincaid, "Both of us 
believe in the run. and the key to 
the game will be who can stop the 
run and who can run it,” 

ECCC coach Willie “Teeny** 
Coals has tremendous respect 
for the opposing Warriors, and 

See Golden Isles Bowl, Page 3B 
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Continued From Page IB 

he's especially concerned about 
their size across both lines. 

"They block and execute well 
and have an outstanding running 
attack.' he said. “They have good 
athletes on offense. "They have a 
big, strong fullback (1,000-yard 
rusher Rod Sparks) who is hard to 
stop, and they have a big, fine 
offensive line. 

"Defensively," he added, 
“They’re big and strong, and play 
real aggressive.” 

His center says the ECCC offen¬ 
sive line is ready to accept the 
tough task given it by Middle 
Georgia. 

"They have a lot of big guys on 
the defensive line and they have 
linebackers who can move,” 
said Holmes. “It'll be a chal¬ 
lenge for our offensive line, but 1 
feel we’ll be up to it.” 

Meanwhile, MGC coach Dennis 
Roland also has nothing but 
- " P CTp a vt fw - t h^g e e ^ team - - 
East Central is a hard-working, 
disciplined program, and we take 
pride in some of the same things 
they do." he said. “They've won a 
lot of close games to get here, and 

B they 're well -coached"Their coach 

is a iegend, and their team is a 
reflection of his style of coaching. 

“Their offensive line is obvi¬ 
ously well-coached and real 
aggressive," be added. “Their 
big fullback (Steve Bradford) 
can run. their tailback (1.000- 
yard rusher Mack Pittman) is as 
good as anyone we’ve seen and 
their quarterback (Jake Kizzi- 
uhi appears to be a winner. He 
does what it takes to do the job." 
AVe has e to make sure we carry 


out all our assignments on the 
option. They run it well," said 
MGC sophomore linebacker 
Antonio Cochran of Macon Coun¬ 
ty. who also has committed to 
UGA, 

Roland says ECCC's inside 
linebackers Kemba Bryant and 
Dejuan Clarke "are all 'over the 
field . He added that the defensive 
front is aggressive and the sec¬ 
ondary is a fundamentally-sound 
bunch. 

"The key for us is to not make 
mistakes and not put ourselves 
in any holes, and we also have to 
control the line of scrimmage on 
offense,” Roland noted. "The 
last seven games we’ve tried to 
focus on playing hard and with 
discipline." 

Said Coats on the keys for his 
team: "Defensively, we hope we 
can slow them down a little bit, 
and we’ve got to do a good job of 
tackling That’s important. We 
can’t turn the ball over. We have 
to protect it. And. we have to have 
a good kicking game with no mis¬ 
takes there." > 

Yes. all players and coaches are 
beginning to think pigskin as 
countdown to kickoff rolls on. 
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OFFENSE) 

SF—Tim Jjfrlngrtiiff (17(1—Soph j 
CL-^Ryad Stoktey (257-Soph.) 

LG —Rmsdl McCann 4244—Soph.) 

C—Mbi chh Holmes (25*—Soph.) 

RG—Bo Thomas (280—Fresh, i 
RT—Jawos Nhoo (275 — Fresh.) 

TE—L ndeun Hardv (237— Fresh.) 

qL, _j H kt Elate tab (20 5— Soph.) 

Hi—Steve Bradford (226—Soph.) or 
Derrell Reed (205— SoptU 

IB—Mack Fltmuui (235— Freak.) 

Ff ,_c ’a i V i n Willi ams ( 185—Soph -) 

(DEFENSE) 

LE—J minty Kincaid (204—Soph.) 

I T— Kendrick Clancy (263—Fresh.) 
SO—C orey Hander (303— Fresh.) 

RT—Tvtpian Taylor (230— F resh.) 

RL_Neal Krelon <245—Soph.) 

I B^Ocjuaii Clark ill 2— Fresh J 
LB—Kcmba Bryant (215— Soph.) 

i jt_\shaiiti Wfhb 1182— Soph.) 

US_Mark Thomas ■ 185—Soph.) 

SS_Xavier Tim mas (205— Soph.) or 

Jeff Rowrill2ti5—Soph.) 

FS—Joey Pinkston i1 70— Fresh.) 

"TimOI F GEORGIA! 

{OFFENSE) 

SE—Abdul Davis (202— Soph.) 

IX _Mark Bciehlcr (250 — Soph.) 

LG—Malt Mire i27I— -Soph.) 

C—Clint Curl i27B-S»ph.) 

RG— Derrick Nobles (243 — Fresh.) 

RT _Curtis Sanders (27$— Soph.) 

TF—Derrick Cody (232—Fresh.) 

QB—Chris Howard (196—Fresh.) 

FB —Ri>d Sparks <2#*o—Soph.) 

LB—Robert Carr 4 177— Fresh.) 

FI _Chevin Nealy 11 56—Soph.) 

4 DEFENSE) 

LE—Matthew Nathan >234 — Fresh.) 
LT— larreit June* 129k—Soph.) 

RT—Jason Jones <333—Fresh.» 

RE—Brandon Elder (238— Soph.) 

SLB—Anlonlo Cochran <276—Soph,) 
\ \ l B—11 en r v Hnbbins 1 240—Sophu ) 
WLB—Gary Papka >219— Soph ) 

LCB_VonkeHh Spencer (180—Soph.) 

RGB—Mnreus lackey ( 185—Soph. I 
SS— FhOllp Wilson (185—Soph.) 

FS-Wanye Verdril 1191— Fresh. I 















{Y\g\lr- 


X. 

L,1li 



Championship Breakfast Held This Morning 

Football players are shown in line at the Championship Breakfast, held this morning at First Baptist 
Church of Brunswick* Sponsored by First Baptist and held in conjunction each year with the Huddle House 
Gulden Isles Bowl, members of the Middle Georgia, East Central, Brunswick High and Glynn Academy 
football teams, along with their coaches, cheerleaders and administrators, were recognized at the break¬ 
fast. Some 4fM) people were in atttendance this morning* Glynn Academy head coach Terry Tliley served as 
the featured speaker with David Coley providing the music. The Huddle House Golden Isles BowFs annu¬ 
al banquet will be held tonight at the Ravnada Inn on JekvJI Island with the Rev. John Connell, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, being the featured speaker. All of the activities are leading up to tomorrow's 1 pan* 
bowl battle at Glynn County Stadium. (News Phuto/Mickey Harrison) 











Warriors seek to put 
Hinds loss behind them 


By Creg Stephenson 

The Meridian Star 

DECATUR — It has been 
nearly three weeks since the 
East Central football team’s 
dreams of a state champi¬ 
onship were shattered in a 45- 
7 loss to Hinds. 

[ While the embarrassing 
defeat is still fresh on the 
■ minds of the Warriors' players, 
I the team won’t be dwelling on 
it when they battle Middle 
Georgia in the Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic 
Saturday in Brunswick, Ga. 

“We just have to put that 
game in the past and get ready 
for this week,” said ECCC 
linebacker Kemba Bryant, who 
made the All-State team this 
season for the second straight 
year. “It was disappointing to 
lose to Hinds, because our goal 
was to win all our games this 
year. But we definitely don’t 
want to go down there this 
weekend and lose." 

Before the loss to Hinds, 
East Central had won 11 
straight games dating back to 
the last two games of 1995. 
Sophomore quarterback Jake 
Kizziah said a loss had become 
such an unknown feeling that 
the Warriors have a new chal¬ 
lenge in rebounding. 

“We need to keep our compo¬ 
sure this week if things start 
going badly,* * said Kizziah, a 
native of Tuscaloosa, Ala. “We 
got behind against Hinds and 
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WARRIORS 


HUDDLE HOUSE 
GOLDEN ISLES BOWL 

Gary Myftrs/The Meridian Star 


just blew up," 

Offensive guard Jason 
Nixon, another All-State pick 
as a freshman, said that he 
knows what will be No. 1 
among things he must improve 
from the Hinds game* 

*1, for one, was a little 
intimidated," Nixon said. 
“Some of us younger guys got 
too excited. We need to main¬ 
tain ourselves this week.” 

The Warriors enter the 
weekend at 9-1, while Middle 
Georgia, also known as the 
Warriors, comes in at 8-3, but 
riding a six game winning 
streaSk, Several members of 
the ECCC team, including 
Brvant and Nixon, are Georgia 
natives, and would like noth¬ 
ing better than to pick up a 
convincing win in their home 
state. 

“This will be my first chance 
to play in front of a lot of my 
friends and members of my 
family that can’t come all the 
way to Mississippi to see me 
play," said Bryant, a native of 
Atlanta. “I’ll also get to play 


against a lot of guys I played 
against in high school, so that 
should be interesting.” 

Offensive guard Bo Thomas, 
a freshman from XXXX, 
Georgia, said he his future in 
football may iveigh heavily on 
Saturday’s game. 

“This is a chance to show 
what 1 can do for colleges in 
Georgia." Thomas said. “I can . 
get recognized over there and 
hopefully get a chance to play • 
college football in my home I 
state one day.” 

The road trip includes ban- - 
quets, tourist outings and not 
least, a 10-hour bus ride. 
Kizziah said all of those, and 
the fact the team has not 
played in three weeks, may be 
distractions for the next few 
days, but will be forgotten by 
game day. 

“We lost a little step overall 
before Thanksgiving, but we’ve 
gotten it back in the last few 
days," Kizziah said. “There will 
be plenty to keep us busy 
Thursday and Friday, but by 
the time we wake up Saturday 
morning, all we’ll be thinking 
about is the kickoff.” 

Kickoff for the game is set 
for 1 p.m. at Glynn County 
Stadium in Brunswick. Tickets 
are $10 at the gate. 

The public is invited to a 
special "championship sen doff’ 
Wednesday night at 11:45 
p.m., which is when the team 
bus is scheduled to leave the 
East Central parking lot. 
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EC wins 
Battle of 
Warriors 

Mack Pittman's seven-yard 
touchdown run followed by 
Shaun Walker's PAT late in 
first-half action lifted East Cen¬ 
tral Community College to a 
7-6 win over Middle Georgia 
College in the second annual 
Huddle House Golden Isles 
Bowl Classic held Saturday in 
Brunswick, Georgia. 

The bowl matchup was billed 
as the "Battle of Warriors" as 
each team has the same mascot. 

Pittman, a freshman running 
back from Panama City, FL, set 
a bowl record with 197 yards 
rushing on 32 carries and was 
presented the team's most valu¬ 
able player award by bowl offi- 

ScTeCCC 6A 



ECCC head football coach Willie Coats, center, and members of the ECCC football team after win¬ 
ning the trophy in the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic in Brunswick, Ga., over the 
weekend. ECCC photo. 
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■ ECCC. 


dais during post-game activi¬ 
ties. The championship trophy 
was presented to ECCC co- 
captains Marcus Holmes 
(offense) of Louisville and 
Kemba Bryant (defense) of 
Atlanta, GA, and head football 


coach Willie Coats. Coach Coats 
said the bowl victory is "a great 
win for our kids, who have 
worked very hard all year. We 
are now focusing our efforts on 
recruiting and looking forward 
to next year/' 

East Central, which com¬ 
pleted the season with a TG-2 
mark compared to Middle 
Georgia's 8^1 record, received 
two trophies following its bowl 
victory. One trophy is rotated 
year-to-year by the winning 
team, and the other award is 
kept on a permanent basis. 
Both trophies will be on display 
in the lobby of the Braekeen- 
Wood Physical Education 
Building, 

Middle-Georgia took an early 
lead over East Central when 
running back Rod Sparks found 
paydirt on a five-yard scamper 
with 12:12 in the initial period, 
Chris Mull is' PAT was blocked 
by Neal Keeton of Morton but 
an offside penalty against 
ECCC gave the "other War¬ 


riors" another attempt from just 
over a yard from the goal line. 
However, Middle Georgia was 
denied again as defensive back 
Ashanti Webb of Tampa, FL, 
sacked quarterback Ashley 
Lewis for a loss, leading the 
way for East Central to take the 
lead with a touchdown and 
extra point. 

The short scoring drive was 
set up by Deik Jackson's 72-yar- 
d return of an A1 Hunt punt to 
the EC 10-yard line. v 

Middle Georgia had a chance 
to extend its lead late in the 
first quarter when Hunt, again 
in punt formation, mishandled 
the snap from center and gave 
MG possession on the EC 16, 
But key defensive plays by 
Bryant, Jimmy Kincaid of Mor¬ 
ton and Tyquan Taylor of 
Louisville forced Middle Geor¬ 
gia into a fourth and 20 situa¬ 
tion from which it failed to con¬ 
vert a score. 

East Central would later take 
the lead for good following 
Pittman's short run with 2:20 
left before halftime. The 
67-yard, five-play drive was set 
up by Forest product Joey 
Pinkston's interception on the 
ECCC 33-yard line. Key plays 
during the drive included quar¬ 
terback Jake Kizziah's 16-yard 
strike to Pittman at midfield, 
and Pittman's 20-yard run to 
the Middle Georgia 27. Kizzah 
hails from Tuscaloosa. 


Taylor who combined efforts to 
stop running back Robert Carr 
for a five-yard loss on second 
and four from the EC 16. 
Middle Georgia threw an 
incomplete pass oh third down 
and Mullis missed his field goal 
try on fourth down. 

EC then took possession on 
its 20, and proceeded to drive 
almost the length of the field 
behind runs by Pittman and 
fullback Steve Bradford, a pro¬ 
duct of Scott Central High 
School. Instead of scoring, EC 
chose to run out the clock from 
the Middle Georgia four-yard 
line. 

EC had 18 first downs com¬ 
pared to nine for Middle 
Georgia. 

EC had 251 yards rushing 
and 99 passing for a total offen¬ 
sive performance of 350 yards. 

Middle Georgia had 145 
yards rushing and 18 passing 
for a 163-yard total. 

Both teams had opportunities 
to score in the seocnd half. 
Walker, of Morton, barely 
missed a 32-yard field goal late 
in the third quarter, and Mullis' 
37-yard effort with 4:16 left in 
the game was also not 
successful. 

Prior to Mullis' attempt. 
Middle Georgia had driven 
from its own fbur-yard line to 
the EC 21 before being stopped 
once again by a stubborn EC 
defense, led by Kincaid and 








w 


Warriors drink from victory bowl; 
Wolves basketball team adjusts 


By Lee Baker 

Cl»riofrL»d9«r SUff Writ«r 

East Centrars 7-6 victory 
over Middle Georgia in the 
Golden Isles Bowl last week¬ 
end in Brunswick, Ga., was 
particularly welcome since it 
was th& first bowl game for 
the Warriors since 1949* 

“That was a good one — a 
close match/ EC coach Wil¬ 
lie Coats said “We outgained 
them big (350 yards rushing 
and passing to 163), but only 
had three long drives — miss¬ 
ing a field goal, scoring and 
ending the game on their 3,” 

Middle Georgia scored its 
first possession after a 72- 
yard punt return to the EC 10. 

But on what would prove to 
be the game-decider Middle 
Georgia first had a point-after 
kick blocked. The play was 
promptly canceled by off¬ 
sides on East Central. Mid¬ 
dle Georgia then had a fake 
kick fail as EC defensive back 
Ashanti Webb pressured MG 
quarterback Ashley Lewis 
into a wild throw nowhere 
close to a receiver. 

“Our defense played espe- 
daily well, 1 * Coats said, f 
“while the offense did what it 
had to do/ 1 

The Mississippians made 
their winning drive after an 
interception by Forest's Joey 
Pinkston at the EC 33, strik¬ 
ing in five plays with Mack 
Pittman going the final 7 
yards followed by Shaun 
Walker's game-winning 
PAT. Pittman, a frrkhman 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 


running back from Panama 
City, Fla., was the game's 
most valuable player after 
gaining 197 yards on 32 car¬ 
ries. 

“Now it's recruiting time,” 
Coats said, “with 18 sophs to 
replace, most of them starters 
or top backups.* 1 

Co-Lin basketball: Bas¬ 
ketball eases towards a shut¬ 
down until after the holidays 
with a scattering of games 
this week. 

Leading off tonight is Co- 
piah-Lincoln hosting Delga¬ 
do of New Orleans with hopes 
of Improving records before 
the break. Gwyn Young's 
Lady Wolves are 8-2 overall, 
2-0 South Division. Dennis 
Sims' Wolves are 7-3, 1-1 
South. , 

Sims, new to Co-Lin after 
12 years coaching at South¬ 
west Mississippi, admits “we 
still are adjusting the lineup. 
Lately the defense has car¬ 
ried us, giving up just 60.1 
points a game the last five/ 1 

The highlight thus far is 
twice beating Northwest 
Mississippi, perhaps the 
North Division s best. Sims, 
nevertheless, hopes for im¬ 
proved offense, saying, “That 
still has a ways to go/' 

That could come if 6-foot-4 
forward Darren Heckard, last 
season's top scorer, regains his 
eligibility. He is already signed 
by Northeast Louisiana 


Co-Lin leaders are sopho¬ 
mores Marcus Tyler, a 6-7 
post from Monticello, signed 
by Idaho, with 16.1 points 
and 10.4 rebounds a game, 
and Donald Fleming, a 6-3 off 
guard from Fayette, averag¬ 
ing 14.2 points. 

Southwest basketball: 
Southwest's Bears, now led 
by Don “Bubba” Skelton, 
head to the Bossier City (La.) 
Classic to meet Richland 
(Texas) Friday and North- 
lake (Texas) Saturday. 

The Bears go in 5-5 overall, 
0-2 South with those losses to 
Gulf Coast and East Central. 

“We started 4-0, then lost 
some close ones — to Holmes 
by 2, East Central by 2 and 
Delgado by 3," Skelton said. 
“So far Rusty Chapman (a 5- 
9 point guard from Baton 
Rouge) is our only one aver¬ 
aging double figures at 25 a 
game. 

“That's lots of inexperi¬ 
ence with two of our five 
sophomores out with injuries 
contributing to that, but 
things are getting better.” 

East Central basketball; 
East Central also hits the 
road this weekend, Friday at 
8 p.m., facing its host at the 
Bishop State (Ala.) Invita¬ 
tional, then Saturday either 
Alabama Southern or Wal¬ 
lace State/Selma. The Lady 
Warriors lead off Saturday 
play against Bishop State at 
1:30, The EC men are 7-1,2-0 
South. The EC women are 4- 
3, Or 2 South. 
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JUCO FOOTBALL 




TOP 15 POLL 

Record 

Pis 

1. Biinn, Texas (9) 

12-0 

119 

2. Nassau, N.Y. (1) 

11-0 

108 

3. Dixie, Utah 

10-1 

99 

4. Snow, Utah 

10-1 

82 

5. East Central, Miss. 

10-1 

70 

6. Coffeyvllie, Kan, 

9-2 

64 

7 Garden City, Kan. 

10-2 

63 

8 North Dakota State 

9-1 

52 

9. Glendale, Aril. 

8-3 

29 

10. Grand Rapids, Mich. 

9-2 

27 

11. Vermilion, Minn, 

10-0 

18 

12. Hinds, Miss, 

B-3 

15 

13. Montgomery, Md. 

9-1 

13 

14. Tyler, Texas 

8-2 

10 

15. Ellsworth, Iowa 

S-2 

7 


EAST CENTRAL WINS BOWL 7*6: Mack 

Pittman scored the winning touchdown on a 7-yard run 
in the second quarter and totaled 197 yards rushing 
Saturday to lead East Central Community College to a 
7-6 victory over Middle Georgia in the Golden Isles 
Bowl Classic at Brunswick, Ga, 

Middle Georgia, 8-4, scored in the first quarter on 
Rod Sparks' 5-yard run. The Georgians were stopped 
on a conversion run, 

Pittman scored with two minutes left in the half. 
Shaun Walker kicked the crucial extra point. 

Pittman was named most valuable player for the 
ninth-ranked Warriors, who finished their season 10-1. 



by the humbers 


FOOTBALL 

■ Junior Colleges 

East Central 7 .....Middle Ga. 6 

■ SEC Championship 

Florida-Alabama.. n 

■ Big 12 Championship 

Texas 37 .Nebraska 27 

■ WAC Championship 

BYU 26 .Wyoming 25 

■ Others 

Army 28-..... Navy24 

■ Division l-AA Playoffs 

Marshall 54...Furman 0 

Troy Stale 31 ...Murray State 3 

ana 44.-*.., East Tenn, 14 


M° n ]f n 


No. Iowa 38..... Wm. & Mary 35 
BASKETBALL 

■ State College Men 

Ole Miss 93.Houston 71 

USM 70 ..Grambling 52 

E. Mich. 84 . Jackson State 69 

Alcorn-Tougaloo.. n 

Miss. Valley ©8...Morehead64 

■ State College Women 

Ole Miss 86.... Appalachian 84 
Miss, State 8t ....Grambling 61 

USM-Hawaii...*. n 

JacksonState-NEState ...^.n 

Alcom State-Rice..-.* n 

Delta Sta|e 84.Xavier 51 


■ SEC Men 

6. Kentucky 99 -.8. Indiana 65 

22. Arkansas-Missouri.n 

Louisville 93.... 

Alabama SO,,.......-* Fla. Int. 65 

Auburn 66.Ga. State 48 

Florida-Duquesne.. n 

Penn State 42 . . Tennessee 41 
Vanderbilt 66 ...... Memphis 59 

Conference USA Men 

DePaul-Northwe stern.....n 

Top 25 Men 

1. Kansas 96.17. UCLA 83 

2. W. Forest 53...N.C- State 45 

15. Arizona 69..3,,ytah61 


JUCO FOOTBALL 


GOLDEN ISLES BOWL 
CLASSIC 

AT BRUNSWICK. GA, 

EAST CENTRAL 1 , MIDDLE GEORGIA 4 
EAST CENTRAL CTfl-1) 0 7 0 #-? 

MIDDLE GEORGIA CM) i DH-i 
MG - Sparks 5 run (run Tailed], EC — 
PiftmanTruni (Walkerkick). 


JC BASKETBALL 


MEN 

NORTHWEST UW, WALKER M 
NORTHWEST MM) - Amjlrong % 
Golden 30, Peete l Edwirdi % WTlbam 4> 
WilNami 3 r Turner 6, Nelson II, Orlver l 
□ range 33, Whiteside*, hicks 18. 

WALKER , ALA. (3-4) ~ Dunes* 21 
Walker 3, Hudson 16, Maddox 6, Lewis 14, 
Mayfield 2, Mattox 14, Craven % Grubbs 4. 
HaJfffme — Northwest 54-36. 
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Bowl champs 


East Central Community College head football coach Willie Coats, 
seated center, and his Warriors show off their Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl championship trophy following their recent 7-6 win over 


Middle Georgia College. The Warriors finished with a 10-1 record, 
matching the school record for wins in a season. 
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Going bowling . , ., 

East Central Community College football coach Willie Coats gathers his ninth-ranked troops in recen 
action. The 9-1 Wa'riors Plan to depart Decatur at 11 45 tonight tor their Huddle House Golden Isle: 
Bowl Classic showdown with 8-3 Middle Georgia College Saturday's kickoff is set for noon (CST) ir 
Brunswick. Ga The game may be heard on WSSI-FM (98 3) in Carthage and WMYQ-FM (97.9) ir 
Newton. The public is invited to join in giving the Warriors a championship send-off tonight in the park 
ing lot next to the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building 


>y 


East Central 


Middle Georgia 

Warriors 


Warriors 


(MJ 



Ut3) 

2-20 , 

Holmes 

13-6 


Kilgore, Texas 

Northeast 

36-7 


Ben edict.-SC. 

35-0 

Northwest 

20-15 


Tyler. Texas 

14-31 

Itawamba 

20-17 


Nassau. N.Y, 

14-17 

Peart River 

22-15 


West Georgia JV 

45*6 

Gulf Coast 

20-23 


Georgia Military 

28*21 

Jones 

45-26 


Hargrave (Va.) Military 

46-6 

Co-Un 

20-14 


Valdosta State JV 

52-0 

Southwest 

41-6 


Kemper (Mo.) Military 

21 -3 

Hinds 

7-45 


Lackawanna (Pa.) 

34-0 




Troy State JV 

27-6 


By the Numbers 


ECCC 




MGC 

25,2 

Points Scored 

30.5 

17.4 

Points Allowed 

10.1 

242.9 

Rushing Offense 

281 7 

86 7 

Passing Offense 

60.0 

329,6 

Total Offense 

341.7 

135 0 

Rushing Defense 

115-2 

96.7 

Passing Defense 

129,4 

2317 

Total Defense 

244.6 


Joni French (foreground photo at left) of Forest 
cheers on EC during football action this fall. She 
is the daughter of Forest football coach JaCk 
French. - — 
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ECCC Warriors 
close season with 


record 


win, 10-1 

By Stmn Grubb __ 

The Meridian Star 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. — It won’t 
go down in East Central 
Community College football his¬ 
tory as “The D rives * since none 
resulted in points. 

But maybe they’ll preserve 
them for the ages as “ECCC’s 
Drives/ 

Three significant drives? 

They were 62, 56 and 76 
yards — 12, 11 and seven plays. 
The figures added up to exactly 
17 minutes of game time and 
were a major reason why the 
East Central Warriors captured 
a 7-6 win over Middle Georgia in 
Saturday’s Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic. 

Tm so delighted for our guys 
today/ ECCC head coach Willie 
Coats said, “The patience of our 
coaches and the overall perfor¬ 
mance of these kids came out in 
the end. It wasn't a thing of 
beauty, but we played great on 
the line of scrimmage/ 

East Central took the game 
and MGC head on throughout 
the second half on the first two 
drives, which took up more than 
12 minutes. 

ECCCs dominating ground 
game didn't result in points on 
the scoreboard — although one 
resulted in a missed 32-yard 
field goal attempt -— but the 
bruising runs of Mack Pittman 
and Steve Bradford began to 
take a heavy toll on the smaller 
MGC defenders. 

The ECCC running attack 
also protected a slim one-point 
margin handed to the Warriors 
by Pittman, who twisted 
through MGC defenders on a 
seven-yard run in the closing 
minute of the first half. It 
capped a five-play, 67-yard scor¬ 
ing drive, 

“It was perhaps three, count¬ 
ing the drive to dose out the 
contest, of the biggest marches 
this team's had/ said Bradford, 
who played extensively despite a 
severely sprained ankle. “We 
played solialy on defense as well. 
It was a good effort and a good 
win/ 

The victory completes ECCCs 
season at 10-1. It marks the first 
tie since 1939 the ninth-ranked 
Warriors have won in double fig¬ 
ures in a season. 

As has been the case all year 
for ECCC, the running game 
told the story, But it would be 
Middle Georgia who would 
strike first. 

After the game initial posses¬ 


sion lasted only three plays. 
East Central's A1 Hunt was 
forced to punt. Middle Georgia's 
Deik Jackson hauled in the kick, 
ran toward the middle of the 
field, the reversed and darted up 
the sideline, 

Jackson picked up key blocks 
and raced 72 yards down to the 
ECCC 10-yard line. His punt 
return, which was the longest in 
the bowl's history, was one of 
thj-ee marks that fell on the day. 

Two plays later, MGC full¬ 
back Rod Sparks bolted through 
the middle for a five-yard touch¬ 
down. MGC missed the point 
after, but got another chance 
due to an ECCC penalty. The 
second time, Middle Georgia 
opted to try for two* but ECCC’s 
Tyquan Taylor dropped George 
Brown, holding MGC to a 6-0 
advantage. 

East Central safety Joey 
Pinkston set up his team’s go- 
ahead score by stepping in front 
of a Brown aerial at the ECCC 
33 with 4:38 to play in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. 

From there, Pittman burst 
out on runs of 16 and 18 yards, 
taking the Warriors into MGC 
territory, A face mask penalty 
allowed ECCC to reach the 
Middle Georgia 27, 

Pittman closed out the drive 
three plays later ECCC to the 
locker room out in front, 7-6, 

Pittman* who accounted for 
67 of his team's 87 rushing 
ards in the first half, added to 
is record-setting afternoon in 
the second half with 130 more. 
The result was a 197-yard total 
and the game’s Most Valuable 
Player Award. 

The game came down to a 
pair of drives — one by each 
team. With 8:03 to play. Hunt 
pinned MGC back at its own 4- 
ard line after an 11-play drive 
y ECCC was stalled. Middle 
Georgia proceeded to move the 
ball toward midfield on runs by 
Sparks and Robert Carr before 
Brown connected with Abdul 
Davis for an 18-yard pick-up. 

Brown then kept on the 
option, ducked inside a mass of 
linemen and escaped. He darted 
up field on a record-setting 48- 
yard run down to the ECCC 222. 
MGC would reach the East 
Central 15, before a pair of sacks 
forced a 37-yard field goal 
attempt that was no good. 

East Central took over with 
4:10 to play and marched 76 
yards down to the MGC 4, before 
the game clock expired. 



Paula MsmtVTh* Meridian Star 

Mack Pittman of East Central was the game's MVP. 


Pittman credits 
line for yardage 


record-setting performance was 
even more masterful in the sec¬ 
ond half 

It was then Pittman and the 
line shined the brightest. The 5- 
foot-9 freshman almost single- 
handily led the Warriors on key 
second half drives and capped 
the outing averaging 12 yards 
per carry on ECCCs game-end¬ 
ing, fourth quarter drive* 

The game's Most Valuable 
Player chalked up 197 yards on 
32 carries. 

Numbers w'ere only part of 
the story for ECCC’s line play. 
In addition to Pittman's nigh 
rushing mark, the likes of tack¬ 
les Ryan Stokley (257), Jason 
Nixon (275), guards Russell 
McCann (254) and Bo Thomas 
(280) along with center 
Demarcus Holmes, paved the 
way for its talented offense to 
methodically chew up the clock 
and wear down Middle Georgia. 


By Stan Grubb _ _ 

The Meridian Siar 

BRUNSWICK* Ga, — East 
Central Community College 
running back Mack Pittman has 
always had a love of history. Not 
reading it, but making it. 

And Saturday* Pittman and 
the Warriors put their indelible 
and historic stamp on the 
Huddle House-Golden Isle Bowl 
Classic* 

The game between East 
Central and Middle Georgia 
College turned into a war in the 
trenches. But contrary to local 
declarations by the host squad, 
Pittman and his trenchmen 
dominated the fine of scrim¬ 
mage, 

"We did't do it much early in 
the game, but it picked up as we 
went along," Pittman said. "In 
the second quarter* and much of 
the third, I thought our guys up 
front did a fantastic job of driv¬ 
ing off the football* giving me 
and the other backs lanes to 
run/ 

Pittman made that abun¬ 
dantly dear in the latter stages 
of the first half by ripping off 
large chunks of yardage, indud- 
ing runs of 18, 14 and 12 yards 
on his team's lone scoring drive 
shortly before intermission. His 
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Warriors vs. Warriors 



East 

Central run- 
ningback 
Derrell Reed 
will be looking 
for yardage 
Saturday 
when the 
Warriors play 
Middle 

Georgia in the 
Huddle House 
Golden Isles 
Bowl. 

Paula MarritiThe 
Meridian Star 


Teams similar in name, style of play 
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By Creg Stephenson 


The Meridian Star 

When they square off in the Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl Classic Saturday in Brunswick, Ga., East 
Central Community College and Middle Georgia will 
have a lot more in common than just both being nick¬ 
named the Warriors. 

Both teams have just recently risen to national 
prominence. 

Both teams depend on the running game to do most of 
their offensive damage. 

Both teams have deep and talented defensive squads. 

Both teams have had long winning streaks this sea¬ 
son, 

“They remind us a lot of us/' East Central offensive 
lineman Jason Nixon said. “They like to run the ball on 
offense and they play good defense.” 

Middle Georgia restored its football program in 1994 
after a 35-year period of dormancy. Under head coach 
Dennis Roland, the Warriors are 25-8 in three years and 
are appearing in their second consecutive bowl game. 
Roland said the comparisons between the two teams are 
fair. 

“Something that stands out about them is that 
they're we 11-coached, and Fd like to think we are, too,” 
Roland said. “They play with a lot of discipline and take 
advantage of their opportunities, which is something 
we’ve been able to do lately.” 

Middle Georgia comes into the game on an seven- 
game winning streak after dropping three of its first 
four games this season. As one of only two junior col¬ 
leges in Georgia, MGC has had to look outside its state 
to create a schedule, playing such national powers as 
Tyler, Texas, Nassau, N.Y. and Lackawanna, Pa. 
Roland said playing such teams readied his Warriors to 
compete on the same level as East Central, which plays 
in perhaps the top JuCo league in the country. 

“Weve never played a Mississippi school before, but 


we know they play an outstanding brand of football 
there," Roland said. “We have to schedule whoever we 
can get, with Georgia Military being the only other 
junior college in our state. That makes for a tough 
schedule, but the three games we lost this season (to 
Kilgore, Texas, Tyler and Nassau) were all close in the 
fourth quarter.” 

Statistically, the two teams match up well. East 
Central has scored 25.2 points per game this season, 
while allowing 17.4. Middle Georgia has posted 33.6 
points a contest, giving up just 10.1. 

Both teams 
boast a 1,000-yard 
rusher. East Central 
has freshman Mack 
Pittman (1,139 yards, 
13 scores), while 
Middle Georgia can 
counter w p ith 260- 
pound workhorse full¬ 
back Rod Sparks 
(1,036 yards, six 


WARRIORS 




HUDDLE HOUSE 
GOLDEN ISLES BOWL 


ECCC coach Willie Coats has the Warriors in postseason play. 


touchdowns. 

Linebacker plays is key for both teams. East 
Central's tandem of Kemba Bryant and Dejuan Clark 
has combined for 233 tackles this season, while MGA’s 
trio of Antonio Cochran, Henry Robbins and Gary Papka 
has teamed up for 189 stops. 

“They are a lot like us, but they really concern me/ 
said East Central head coach Willie Coats, wdio is 11-9 
in two seasons at ECCC. “They've got a big fullback 
that's tough inside and their tailback and quarterback 
run the option well. They'll be a great challenge for us." 

One difference between the two teams is that Middle 
Georgia lists 95 players on its roster, while East Central 
totals only 55 players. MGA has the entire state of 
Georgia to choose talent from, while ECCC has only a 
four-county district. Roland said he only plays “about 
55” of the players on his roster, Coats said having that 
kind of depth is a definite advantage for 
Middle Georgia. 

“That scares me,” Coats said. “He can 
just pick whatever players he wants. If 
somebody gets hurt, he can just pull 
somebody else up. We don't have that 
luxury/ 5 

Depth may already be an issue for 
East Central. Sophomore fullback Steve 
Bradford, who has rushed for 705 yards 
and seven scores this season, has a 
severely sprained ankle and is “very 
doubtful” for Saturday, Coats said. 
Backup tailback Derrell Heed moves in 
at fullback to replace Bradford. Should 
Reed or Pittman get injured, ECCC is 
left with few options, Coats said. 

“After that, we don't have any more 
running backs," Coats said. “Should we 
need to, we'd pull (starting corner back) 
Xavier Thomas off the defense and play 
him in the backfield.” 

The East Central team left Decatur 
by bus around 11:45 p,m. Wednesday 
and was scheduled to arrive in 
Brunswick around mid-day Thursday, 
Kickoff for the game is set for 1 p.m. 
Saturday at Glynn County Stadium. 
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V' +’ fA' « This fall, on a Wednesday afternoon, 
v v more than 1000 middle school students 

yjLhM * r and their parents and friends participated 
1W- “ in an afterschool sports event that included 
VC Jt ft football teams, cheerleaders and band 

* • members from Glynn County middle 
B schools. 

Ff This weekly event was made possible by the 

PI % * proceeds ($83,000) raised from the First 
|IL " i ,. Annual Golden Isles Bowl Classic last year, 

‘ •' that featured 2 nationally ranked Junior 
: ’ > w College football teams. This year is expected 
to be even better...but it needs your help. 


DON’T MISS IT!!! 

The Second Annual 

GOLDEN ISLES 
BOWL CLASSIC 


HUDDLE 

HOUSE 

RESTAURANTS 


Saturday, December 7th, 1 PM 

GLYNN COUNTY STADIUM 

BRUNSWICK 

Adults $10 Students $5 (in advance) 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO 
GLYNN COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
ATHLETICS KIDS AGES 12-13 

For more information call 267-4100 
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Nip Middle Georgia, 7-6 

East Central Golden 


By MURRAY POOLE 
News Sports Editor 
The morning started out dreary 
looking, with some showers falling 
in various sections of the county 
However, somewhat miraculously, 
by the 1 p.m. kickoff time Saturday, 
it was a blue Golden Isles sky and 
bright sunshine that greeted the 2nd 
Annual Huddle House Golden Isles 
Bowl Classic. 

And with the ideal weather condi- 
lions—the temperatures hit the high 
70s—came an exciting football 
game played by the teams represent¬ 
ing Middle Georgia College and 
East Central Community College of 
Decatur, Miss. 

Although only 13 points were 
scored in this one—compared to 
the 63 points accounted for in last 
year's inaugural game—the con¬ 
test was in doubt down to the very 
end.the Warriors of East Cen¬ 

tral turning hack the host War¬ 
riors from MGC by 7-6. 

East Centra], the No. 9-ranked 
team in the final regular-season 
NJCAA poU, used a powerful run¬ 
ning game and a most stingy defense 
to stymie the Cochran gridmen. 

With freshman tailback Mack 
Pittman rushing for a new Golden 
Isles bowl record of 197 yards on 32 
carries (Geoigia Military's Ronnie 
Bradley had run for 184 yds. last sea¬ 
son), the Warriors from Mississippi 
rolled up 251 yards on die ground 
and another 99 yards in the air, for a 
350 total offense figure. Meanwhile, 
the quick ECCC defense was chok¬ 
ing off the Middle Georgia offense 
Saturday, limiting the Warriors to 
just 145 yards rushing and only 18 
yards passing. 

All of the scoring Saturday came 
in the first half of play. 

Middle Georgia jumped out to 
an early 6-0 lead on East Central 
and, in fact, had a golden opportu¬ 
nity to put the Mississippi team 
into a two-touchdown hole. 

When the MGC defense forced 
East Central to punt on its hist pos¬ 
session, ECCC punter A1 Hunt 
unloaded a 57-yard kick* wliich 
rolled all the way to the Middle 
Georgia 18-yard line. But there, the 
hall was scooped up by Warrior punt 
rpromer Deik Jackson and the fresh¬ 
man from Macon County broke free 
down the right sidelines and sped 72 
yards, to the East Central 10-yard 
stripe. 

Middle Georgia's big 260-pound 
fullback. Rod Sparks, then got the 
touchdown on two consecutive five- 
yard runs,.,the MGC score coming 
with still 12:12 remaining in the First 
quarter. 

Middle Georgia then saw its 
extra-point kick blocked but with 
ECCC being ruled offsides on the 
play, the Cochran Warriors would 
get another conversion try from a 
yard and a half closer in. For some 
reason this time, Middle Georgia 
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The East Central Community College Warriors celebrate 
Warriors, in Saturday’s 2nd Annual Huddle House Golden 
Willie Coats is shown in center of the picture as he helps 
Harrison) 


defense. 

Although they didxri know it at the 
time, this missed PAT attempt w ould 
come back to haunt the Middle 
Geoigia Warriors. 

Following a subsequent change of 
possessions, Roland's team then 
gained another excellent scoring 
chance. When East Central punter 
Hum dropped back to punt at his 
own 26-yaid line, he couldn't get a 
handle on the snap and was dropped 
in his tracks back at the ECCC 16. 

But then being given a preview of 
the offensive frustration that was to 
come, the Middle Georgia offense 
couldn't make the most of this new- 
found opportunity. In fact, the MGC 
Warriors would only go back¬ 
wards..,three running plays sand¬ 
wiched around a 15-yard penalty 
placing the ball back on the 31 and 
effectively nullifying their scoring 
bid. 

With the East Central defense 
damping down on the MGC run¬ 
ning game, the host Warriors 
elected to go to the air. That strat¬ 
egy', too, would be thwarted by the 
quick Mississippi defenders. 
When George Brown, Middle 

ConpffSn't' Qlfiira'itind frj^chmnn 


Central free safety Joey Pinkston 
at the ECCC 33, 

This time, the Decatur, Miss. War¬ 
riors would kick their offense into 
high gear and, march 67 yards on 
just five plays to the MGC end zone. 

East Central sophomore quarter¬ 
back Jake Kizziah, from Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., ignited the scoring drive by 
throwing a 16-yard strike to tailback 
Pi liman, putting the football at the 
ECCC 49 

On his w ay to notching Most Valu¬ 
able Player honors, the 235-pound 
Pittman, a freshman from Panama 
City, Fla,, then reeled off a 19-yard 
scamper to the MGC 32-yard line. A 
5-yard penalty oh Middle Georgia, at 
the end of Pittman's run, advanced 
the biill on down to the MGC 27. 
Pittman then ripped off 12 additional 
yards, to the Middle Georgia 15 and, 
from there, fullback Steve Bradford 
carried the pigskin eight more yards 
to the seven. On the next snap, 
Pittman took the handoff from Kizzh 
ah and w'ent right up the middle for 
the touchdown. 

With now 2:25 remaining until 
the intermission, Shaun Walker 
split the uprights on the PAT kick 
and I hr Fact Central Warriors 
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Isles Bowl Champs 



THE STATISTICS , - 
East Central Middle Ga. 

IS First Downs 9 

251 Yds. Rushing 145 

99 Yds-Pusvag IS 

350 Total Yards 163 

12 Passes Attempted 10 
6 Passes Completed 1 

6- 40,0 Puots 6-39,5 

7- 45 yds. Penalties 4-30 yds, 

0 Fumbles Lost 0 


for an identical 32 yards. 

Middle Georgia, which was limit¬ 
ed to 35 yards total offense in the 
first half, ended the game with just 
the 145 yards rushing and 18 pass¬ 
ing, Thanks to his 48-yani scamper 
from scrimmage, quarterback 
Brown fronted MGC with 66 yards 
on seven carries. Sophomore full¬ 
back Sparks, who entered Saturday's 
game with well over 1,000 yards 
rushing under his belt, was checked 
to 43 yards on 10 trips by the ECCC 
stop-em crew. Then came tailback 
Carr with 32 yards on 13 carries. 

It was truly a tremendous day 
for coach Willie Coats’ ECCC 
defensive unit. In limiting Middle 
Georgia to the 163 yards of total 
offense and the one short touch¬ 
down drive, the Mississippi War¬ 
riors fashioned a most balanced 
effort. Sophomore linebacker 
Kemba Bryant, from Atlanta, led 
the way with seven individual 
tackles and then came tackle 


their hard-fought 7-6 victory over the Middle Georgia College 
Isles Bowl Classic at Glynn County Stadium. ECCC head coach 
the team display the championship trophy. (News Photo/Mickey 


played, little did anyone realize at the 
time that this tally on both end zone 
scoreboards would remain until 

game’s end. 

But although them would be no 
further scoring in the final two quar¬ 
ters, the game would remain in doubt 
until the very end, for the estimated 
5,000-plus fans who turned out to 
lend their support to the local middle 
school athletic programs. 

While East Central continued to 
control the ball and clock for most of 
the -third stanza-^behind the tough 
running of Pittman—the Middle 
Georgia offense would finally come 
out of its slumber in the fourth peri¬ 
od. 

Alter being backed up to their 
own 4-yard tine by a AI Hunt punt, 
the MGC Warriors looked as if 
they were intent on driving the 
long 96 yards for the go-ahead 
touchdown. An 18-yard pass from 
Brown to sophomore wideouf 
Abdul Da vis—Middle Georgia's 
lone pass completion of the day— 
got the Warriors going and then 
QB Brown, from Augusta's Josey 
High, broke loose on a scrambling, 
48-yard run.-all the way to the 
ECCC 22-yard stripe before he 
was knocked out of bounds. 
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the play and, as things turned out 
was through for the day. Though 
Sparks ran for seven to the 15 on the 
next play, the MGC scoring threat 
was then squashed by the East Cen¬ 
tral defense. After ECCC tossed tail¬ 
back Robert Carr for a five-yard loss 
back to the 20 and after a Chris 
Howard pass fell incomplete on third 
down, the Warriors lined up for a 37- 
yard field goal attempt. But Chris 
MulUs 1 kick, being partially blocked 
by ECCC def. end Neal Keeton. was 
wide left leaving East Central ding¬ 
ing to its precarious 7-6 lead. 

With that man Pittman then 
hammering out gains of 5,27, 1,9 
and $ yards, sandwiched around 
rum of 23 and 3 yards by fullback 
Bradford, East Central kept the 
football away from MGC in the 
final minutes, in fact inarching all 
the way to the Middle Georgia 
four-yard tine as the game came to 
conclusion. 

Behind Pittman’s record-breaking 
performance, the 226-pound Brad¬ 
ford rushed for 53 yards on seven 
carries for the winners while quarter¬ 
back Kizziah completed six of 12 
passing attempts for 99 yards.,.all of 
that total coming in the first half of 
play. Tim Livingston and Calvin 
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Tyquan Taylor, linebacker Pejuan 
Clark., comcrback Ashanti Webb, 
strong safety Jeff Rowell and free 
safety Pinkston. ..all with four solo 
tackles and several assists each* 

And although surrendering a lot of 
real estate to Pittman and company, 
the Middle Gfcragia umi 

allowed just the one touchdown Sat¬ 
urday. 

Selected as the team's MVR Geor¬ 
gia-bound defensive end Antonio 
Cochran, a 6-5, 276-pounder from 
Macon County* rang up 10 individ¬ 
ual tackles on the ECCC running 
backs. Sophomore strong safety 
Phillip Wilson followed with seven 
stops* free safety Wayne Verdell 
notched six tackles and then came 
290-pound uickk Jarrett Jones and 
middle tinebac \er Heniy kobbms 
with five tacldes iq)iece..,the 240- 
pound Robbins also being credited 
with seven assists 

Two of th e mos t effect! ve 
weapons for both Warrior teams 
were punters Hunt of ECCC and 
Mike Ross of MGC. Each aver¬ 
aged right at 40 yards on six kicks* 

Not only were the fans on hand 
treated to some big-time football 
Saturday, they were also entertained 
royally at halftime...by the Glynn 
Academy and Brunswick High 
Marching Bands, the BHS Show 
Choir and the East Central Commu¬ 
nity College Marching Band—"The 
Wall O' Sound." 

ECCC—6 0 0 0_6 

MGC—Sparks 5-yd. run (pass 
failed) 
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ECCC takes to 
gridiron today 


By Creg Stephenson _ 

The Meridian Star 

The time for sightseeing and 
fancy dining is over — it's time 
to play football. 

After a week of extensive 
workouts and pregame festivi¬ 
ties, not to mention anticipa¬ 
tion by both teams, the Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic finally kicks off today 
in Brunswick, Ga. The game 
pits East Central Community 
College (9-1) and Middle 
Georgia College (8-3) of 
Cochran, Ga, for a 1 p.m. battle 
in Glynn County Stadium. 

■Its going to be a great chal- 
lenge,” East Central head 
coach Willie Coats said, “The 
game's in Georgia and were 
playing a Georgia school, so 
that makes it even tougher, I 
look for a close, hard-fought 
game,” 

East Central comes into the 
game off its only loss of the 
season, a 45-7 blasting by 
Hinds three weeks ago, which 
ended the Warriors’ state title 
hopes. Hinds went on to win 
the Mississippi Junior College 
Championship, stopping 
Holmes 20-14 on Nov. 23, 

Middle Georgia, under third 
year head coach Dennis 
Roland, is riding a seven-game 
winning streak after opening 
the year 1-3, with losses com¬ 
ing to Kilgore (Texas), Tyler 
(Texas) and Nassau (N.Y.L 
MGC, also known as the 
Warriors, topped Troy State's 
junior varsity team 27-6, on 
Nov. 14. Roland said a key to 
his team's recent success was 
the installation of freshman 
Chris Howard at quarterback 


in the season's fifth game, 

"We didn't play all that 
badly in our three losses,” 
Roland said. “We only lost to 
Nassau by three and they're 
No. 2 in the country this sea¬ 
son. We were close to Tyler and 
Kilgore in the fourth quarter, 
and they're always among the 
top teams in the nation. We've 
been more consistent with 
Chris at quarterback.” 

Middle Georgia builds its 
offensive game around the run, 
however. Fullback Rod Sparks 
(6-2* 260) leads the team with 
1,036 yards, but the Warriors 
have also gotten big contribu¬ 
tions from tailbacks Pete 
Thomas (436 yards) and Robert 
Carr (463). Howard has run for 
160 yards and three scores. 

“Their big fullback is tough 
inside — he's a horse*” Coats 
said, “Their tailback and quar¬ 
terback run the option real 
well, too. They're very good, 
and we’re concerned about 
stopping their running game.” 

Containing the run has been 
East Central's forte this sea¬ 
son* however. The Warriors 
finished the season third in the 
state in rushing defense. 
Linebackers Kemba Bryant 
and Dejuan Clark, combined 
for 233 tackles this season. 
Despite ECCC's solid front 
seven, Roland said he doesn't 
anticipate changing his game- 
plan. 

“This is my third bowl game 
as a junior college coach, and 
I've learned that any time 
you're in a bowl, it's best not to 
change anything you've done 
all season,” Roland said. “You 
have to stay with what brought 
you.” 


Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl Classic 

Who: East Central Community College vs. Middle Georgia College 

When: Saturday, 1 pm 

Where: Glynn County Stadium in Brunswick, Ga. 

TV: None 

Radio: WSSI-FM (98.3) in Carthage and WMYQ-FM (97.9) in Newton 

Series: first meeting 

last week: Both teams were idle. East Central last played Nov 16, 
losing to Hinds, 45-7. Middle Georgia last played Nov. 14, beating Troy 
State JV 27-6, 

Coaches: East Central — Willie Coats {2nd year at ECCC, 11-9 
record); Middle Georgia — Dennis Roland (3rd year at MGC, 25-8 record) 

Records: East Central is 9-1 (wins over Holmes 13-6, Northeast 36-7, 
Northwest 20-15, Itawamba 20-17, Pearl River 22-15, Gulf Coast 28-13 
Jones 45-26, Co-Un 20-14. Southwest 41-6; foss to Hinds 45-7), Middle 
Georgia is 8-3 (wins over Benedict (S C.) 35-0, West Georgia JV 45-6. 
Georgia Military 28-21* Hargrave Military (Va.) 46-6, Valdosta State JV 52- 
0. Kemper Military College (Mo.) 21-3, Lackawanna (Pa,) 34-0 and Troy 
State JV 27-6; losses to Kilgore (Texas) 20-2, Tyler (Texas) 31-14 and 
Nassau (N,Y,) 17-14). 

ECCC Warriors to watch on offense: Freshman tailback Mack 
Pittman finished second in the state in rushing this season, with 1,139 
yards and 13 touchdowns. Backup tailback Derrell Reed starts in place of 
injured fullback Steve Bradford, who ran for 705 yards and seven scores, 
but is sidelined with a sprained ankle. Center Marcus Holmes and Bo 
Thomas were all-state selections this season. 

ECCC Warriors to watch on defense: Freshman safety Joey 
Pinkston was second in the state in interceptions, with eight on the sea¬ 
son. Linebackers Kemba Bryant and Dejuan Clark combined for 233 tack¬ 
les this season. Defensive end Kendrick Clancy had nine sacks this year 

MGC Warriors to watch on offense: Middle Georgia had 19 different 
players carry the ball this season. Fullback Rod Sparks (6-2, 260) led the 
way with 1,036 yards and six scores. Freshmen Pete Thomas and Robert 
Carr combined for 898 yards out of Ihe tailback spot. Wide receiver Chevin 
Nealy averaged 28 8 yards on only five catches this year, with two going 
for scores. 

MGC Warriors to watch on defense: Sophomore safety VonKeith 
Spencer had 14 interceptions in 1996. returning one for a touchdown. He 
also blocked a punt and recovered a fumble this season Linebacker 
Henry Robbins led the team with 79 tackles; fellow backer Antonio 
Cochran had 76. Defensive end Otis Leveretle had six sacks. 

Sources: East Central Community College and Middle Georgia 
College 

Creg Stephenson/The Meridian Star 


A sometimes dominating 
ground attack probably 
punched East Central's ticket 
to Brunswick as welL 
Freshman Mack Pittman was 
second in the state in rushing 
with 1,136 yards and 13 touch¬ 
downs. The Warriors lost their 
change of pace to Pittman's 
outside speed, however, as full¬ 
back Steve Bradford is out for 
the game with a sprained 
ankle. Backup tailback Derrell 


Reed moves in at fullback is 
Bradford's absence. Should 
another injury occur, starting 
cornerback Xavier Thomas 
would be forced to move to the 
other side of the ball. 

“We have to play a smash- 
mouth game,” said Bo Thomas, 
an all-state offensive guard for 
East Central. “If we go straight 
at them, like we've been doing 
all season, we have a good 
chance to win.” 
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Getting Loose 

Middle Georgia College players warm up before going 
through a light practice session yesterday at Glynn Academy. 
The 8-3 Warriors will serve as the host team for Saturday’s 
second annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl at Glynn 
County Stadium. Kickoff is set for I p.m. (New s Photo/Mick¬ 
ey Harrison) 


Friday* December 6, 1996 
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It s Good! 

East Central Community College works with its field goal 
unit yesterday during a short practice session at Jane Macon 
Field. These 9-1 and ninth-ranked Warriors from Decatur, 
Miss., are looking to finish their season on a strong note in 
tomorrow’s bowl game after suffering their only loss of the 
season to perennial power Hinds Community College their 
last time out. (News Photo/Mickey Harrison) 

















As Nation’s Ninth-Ranked Team 
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East Central CC Ready for Return to Georgia 



East Central Warriors Set for Golden Isles Bowl 

The East Central Community College Warriors of Decatur, Miss., shown above, are on ready for Saturday’s 2nd Annual Hud¬ 
dle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic. East Central CC, which was to arrive In town today and hold a practice at the Brunswick 
High field, will carry a 9-1 season record and a No. 9 national ranking into Saturday’s I p.m. game against the host Middle 
Georgia College Warriors. (Special Photo to The News) 


By KEVIN PRICE 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The East Central Community Col¬ 
lege Warriors are coming back to 
Georgia, albeit 47 years later. Still, 
(hey hope to go back to Decatur, 
Miss., wilh a bowl trophy in hand just 
as they did in their only other visit to 
the Peach State. 

In their previous trip to the state, 
the Warriors skinned South Geor¬ 
gia 19-14 in die old Tobacco Bowl 
played in Valdosta in 1950, and 
they’re hoping to scalp another 
hand of Warriors from Middle 
(Georgia in the second annual Hud¬ 
dle House Golden Isles Bowl here 
Saturday. 

“Our coaches and players arc excit¬ 
ed to be playing this game,’ 1 said sec¬ 
ond-year ECCC coach Willie 
‘Tcnny" Coats, who played quarter¬ 
back and defensive back at Southern 
Mississippi, where he helped the 
Golden Eagles to a undefeated sea¬ 
son and the Small College National 
Championship in 1958. 

*To still he practicing and playing 
at this point is n good feeling since 
everyone else has already put the 
equipment up until next year “ added 
Coats, who also played minor league 
baseball as a member of the Chicago 
Cubs organization and minor league 
football with the Mobile Buccaneers 
in the Southern Professional Football 
League before entering the couching 
profession. He was named M Go- 
Coach of the Year” in Mississippi this 
season. 


The Hinds game was postponed 
until season's end, and the Warriors 
resumed competition the next week 
against Gulf Coast CC, wearing Rus- 
sell's No. 20 on their helmets. Still 
reeling from the loss of their wdl- 
respected teammate, ECCC won the 
game 28-23, 


allowed an average of 175 points a 
contest 

The Warriors average right at 243 
yards rushing a contest and 87 yards 
passing. Before the Hinds game, they 
were fourth in the state out of 14 
teams in total offense with 330 yards 

Tl^r oifim* 1 


(5-11, 256) of Louisville, Miss., 
anchors the line. Recipient of the 
most outstanding offensive lineman 
award, he was named to the f iret team 
All-State. 


77 Milo stops, 27 assists and nine 
sacks. 1 reshman free safety Joey 
Pinkston (6-0, 170) of Finest is the 
secondary leader. An All-State 
Honorable Mention pick, he led 
the state with eight interceptions, 
netumi ig one for a score. 
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ECCC will enter the game as a 
slight favorite over Middle Geor¬ 
gia, which Is 9-3 and unranked, 
though it could enter the final 
rankings with a win Saturday. 

ECCC is mnked ninth in the coun¬ 
try with a 9-1 reeond, their best finish 
since the 1939 10-0 season. They 
were ranked fifth in the nation before 
losing their only game of the season 
to perennial power Hinds Communi¬ 
ty College 45-7 in the South Division 
Championship Game. Hinds (6-3) 
went on to capture the stale title by 
defeating North Division representa¬ 
tive Holmes CC 25-22. All of Hinds 1 
losses were by forfeit for using an 
ineligible player 

Hie Warriors opened the season 
with a 13-7 victory over the same 
Holmes team, anti then knocked off 
Northeast Mississippi 36-7 and 
Northwest Mississippi 20-15 in their 
next two contests. 

They would win two more games 
over Itawamba 20-17 and Pearl 
River 22-15 before tragedy struck 
the ECCC campus in early Octo¬ 
ber Just a couple of days before 
the big Homecoming game against 
Hinds, Warrior freshman safety 
Nathan Russell died from injuries 
sustained in a car wreck which 
occurred only an hour alter a cam¬ 
pus pep rally and involved several 
her students. 


In the next three weeks leading up 
to the showdown with Hinds, the 
Warriors pounded Jones CC 45-26' 
defeated Lincoln CC 20-14 and 
whipped Southwest Mississippi 41- 
6. At 9-0, they were awarded a bid to 
the Golden Isles Bowl, 

“Our team show ed a lot of char¬ 
acter by bouncing back alter some¬ 
thing like that," Coats said, refer¬ 
ring to the fatal accident “He was 
a highly-thought of kid who every¬ 
one liked a lot, and that was real 
difficult to gel over. To he able to 
bounce back and play well after 
that happened took a lot of deter¬ 
mination from our kids.” 

Against Hinds, a team they have 
not beaten since die 1981 season, the 
Warriors simply fell apart. 

“We didn't play as good as we had 
been playing/' Coats said. "We 
made some critical mistakes that hurt 
us. We tumbled a punt situation on 
our own 4-yard line and fumbled a 
kickoff' around our own 25, so wc 
gave them two scores. But they have 
a good team, and we do too. 
Turnovers just really hurt us.” 

Coats said there's not much dispar¬ 
ity bet ween his team. Hinds and 
Holmes. “If we played each other 10 
times, we'd probably end up 5-5,” 
This season, the Warriors have 
scored an average of 25,2 points 
per game, while the defense has 


“We like to try and have a balanced 
attack offensively,” Coats said. “We 
like to be able to mix it up and try not 
to do what the defense is expecting. 
You could say we have a smorgas¬ 
bord of plays with different forma¬ 
tions like most everyone else these 
days, and we just reach down and 
grab one/' 

Leading the team’s offensive 
attack is freshman running back 
Mack Pittman (5-9, 235) of Pana¬ 
ma City, Fla* He has rushed for 
1,139 yards and 13 touchdowns on 
2(H) Carrie's. He was named to the 
All-State second team at the end of 
the regular season. 

His buck Held mate, sophomore 
fullback Steve Bradford (6-0,226) o! 
Purest, Miss., has also been produc- 
ti ve this season running for 705 yards 
and seven TDs on 127 carries. He 
was named Al l-State honorable men¬ 
tion. 

Sophomore quarterback Juke 
Kiz/iiili (6-2, 205) of Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., hits completed 39 of 86 passes 
for 651 yards and seven TDs, He has 
been intercepted four times, 

l le shares the quarterback duties 
with freshman Al Hunt (5-10, 196) 
of (lonea Path, S.C. Hunt serves as 
the team’s punter and was named 
to the All-State first team as a kick- 


Defensively, ECCC has allowed 
an average of 135 yards rushing a 
game, while giving up 97 yards 
tlirew the air. They have allowed 
an average of 232 yards a game, 
and were ranked second in the 
state in total defease prior to the 
Hinds contest. 

The unit is led by sophomore line¬ 
backer Kemba Biyunt (6-1, 215) of 
Atlanta. Bryant, u first-team All-State 
selection and the South Division's 
most valuable defensive player, 
recorded 89 solo tackles and 40 
assists this season. 

Freshman linebacker Dejuan 
Clark (6-0,212) of 1 Ihscaloosa, cho¬ 
sen second team All-State, notched 


“Our defense has played well ail 
year/ 1 Coats said ‘They really car¬ 
ried us early along with the kicking 
game. We blocked several punts 
early in live year.” 

Coats .said his team expects to have 
its hands full with the olher Warriors 
come Saturday, 

“Middle Georgia has had a good 
program since they started football 
there/’ lie said. “It will be a tough 
challenge for our kids. “They’re very, 
very impressive. We're actually 
scared to death of them to be honest.” 

Kickoff Saturday at GC Stadium is 
set for 1 p.m. 
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cr, averaging 40.4 yards a punt. 

Sophomore center Marcus Holmes 






Teams Named for Second 


Annual Golden Isles Bowl 


By KEVIN PRICE 
Assistant Sports Editor 

With now just three weeks 
remaining until the Second Annu¬ 
al Huddle House Golden Isles 
Bowl Classic, the process to 
select the two participating teams 
has been completed. 

The two teams picked for this 
year’s Dec, 7 game at Glynn 
County Stadium are Middle 
Georgia College of Cochran, 
which will serve as the host 
school, and East Central Com¬ 
munity College of Decatur, 
Miss. 

Frank Inman, chairman of the 
bowl committee, made the 
announcement of the teams at a 2 


7 



p.m. press conference today at the 
Brunswick-Golden Isles Chamber 
of Commerce- 

“The success of last year's inau¬ 
gural game led us into our second 
annual game, and we're extreme¬ 
ly pleased to announce today that 
Middle Georgia College of 
Cochran will be the host team for 
1996," Inman said, “It is also with 
great pleasure that we are pleased 
to announce today Lb at East Cen¬ 
tral Community College of Mis¬ 
sissippi has also agreed to come/' 

Middh Georgia secured its 
first bid to the local bowl by 
defeating the TVoy State Junior 
Varsity team 27-6 last night in 
Troy, Ala, With the win, the 
Warriors finished the regular 
season with an 8-3 record* They 
will enter the Golden Isles Bowl 
unranked, but a postseason win 
likely would place them in the 
final rankings. 

The Warriors defeated Georgia 
Military College of MilledgeviHe, 
the host of the inaugural Golden 
Isles Bowl, by 28-21 earlier this 
season* Georgia Military finished 
the season unranked with a 7-3 
record. Middle Georgia and Geor¬ 
gia Military are the only junior 
college schools in the state with 
football programs* 

“It was a very close race to 
determine which team from Geor¬ 
gia would be represented/' Inman 
said. “But Middle Georgia won 
the head-to-head competition/’ 

The three criteria used by the 
bowl committee to select the 
state's representative include the 
head-to-head winner, overall 
record and national ranking. 

Last year, the Warriors of 
head coach Dennis Roland 
j defeated Hutchinson Commu- 

PnllnnA of Itfancnc 41A7 in 



MVP Performance 

Georgia Military’s sophomore tailback Ronnie Bradley from Albany looks for running 
room in the first-ever Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl played last December at Glynn 
County Stadium, Bradley was named the game’s MVP after running for 184 yards and 
three touchdowns, helping GMC to a 48-15 romp over Lackawanna of Scranton* Pa, This 
year’s bowl participants will be Middle Georgia College of Cochran and East Central Com¬ 
munity College of Decatur, Miss* They were officially announced at a press conference 
today, (News Photo/Jerrv Matherly) 


seconds left in the game. 

With its bowl victory, Middle 
Georgia finished tied for seventh 
in the final national rankings with 
a 10-2 record. Hutchinson ended 
up ninth with an also 10-2 record. 

Meanwhile, the East Central 
Warriors are currently 9-0 and are 
ranked fifth in the latest juco 
national poll, released just this 
week. The Warriors are one of 
only five teams in the country 
with an unblemished record. They 
finished 8*2 last season. 

East Central will play Hinds 
Community College (6-3), also 
of Mississippi, for the state’s 
South Division Championship 
this Saturday* The winner will 
host the state championship 
game against Holmes Commu¬ 
nity College of Goodman, Miss., 
Nov* 23, 

Because the next poll will not 
be released until after all the bowl 
games are played, the Warriors 
will come to town as the highest- 
ranked team to participate in the 
Golden Isles Bowl in its short his¬ 
tory 

In last vear's inaugural contest. 


dogs were ranked fourth in the 
final poll with a 10-1 record fol¬ 
lowing their bowl victory. Lack¬ 
awanna ended the season 8-3 and 
finished outside the Topi 5, 
though they did receive some 
votes for the final poll. 

The Golden Isles Bowl is one of 
just seven junior college bowl 
games in the country and the only 
one played east of the Mississippi 
River* 

“Based on last year’s exciting 
game we can anticipate nothing 
but another outstanding after¬ 
noon of college football in 
Glynn County Stadium/’ 
Inman said* “It was a good foot¬ 
ball game last year and it will be 
again.” 

Designed to promote junior col¬ 
lege football particularly in Geor¬ 
gia, but most importantly to raise 
money to support Glynn County's 
middle school athletics program 
now in its second year, last year's 
game was no doubt a huge suc¬ 
cess* According to Inman, 
$83,000 was cleared from the 
game and the money raised com¬ 
pletely covered the expenses of 


to help start soccer, track and 
swimming for both boys and girls 
this year in addition to the other 
already existing sports in the 
county's three middle schools, 
“We can forget everything 
about football,” Inman said* “ 
What we need to realize is that 
football in this case is a means 
to a goal that every citizen in 
Glynn County should wish to 
see happen* “Middle school ath¬ 
letics is something all of us 
should care about because it 
affects the opportunities of 
roughly 3,000 student-athletes, 
“We need the community to be 
at this game to provide funds for 
our own local program” he 
added. “We've been able to more 
than double the opportunities for 
the kids already, and all these 
things indicate the importance of 
this game. If we can put at least 
10,000 people in the stands, we 
can have the best middle school 
program in the state* The money 
will be there to do that*" 

Kickoff for this year's game is 
again set for 1 p.m. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $5 for students 
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By Kevin Price 


A Season 
Marred by 
Tragedy 

. Talk about riding an emotional roll- 
qpaster. The East Central Community 
College Warriors have done just that 
this season. 

This fall has been one of triumph 
&id tragedy for the ECCC gridmen of 
Decatur, Miss., who will face Middle 
Georgia College (8-3) in next Satur¬ 
day’s second annual Golden Isles 
Bowl at Glynn County Stadium. 

| The 9-1 and ninth-ranked Warriors 
posted their best record since 1939, 
When the team finished 10-0 and won 
their only state championship, 
if But their remarkable season has 
Been maned by tragedy, which shuck 
the team midway | 
through the cam-1 
faign. The dayl 
jjrior to the annu-| 

Jil Homecomingl 
game Oct. 12l 
against perennial I 
Rational powerl 
flinds Communi-[ 
fy College, fresh-l 
nuin Nathan Rus-| 

sell died as a|_ 

fesult of injuries NATHAN RUSSELL 
Sustained in an 
Ijutomobile accident two days earlier. 
'..The 18-year-old Russell, a special 
teams player and a backup strong 
ety, was a front-seat passenger in 
automobile carrying five ECCC 
e students which collided with 
[Other vehicle containing three other 
es. Two were members of the 
chool’s basketball team. 

The accident took place less than 
n hour after the Homecoming bon- 
ire/pep rally held on the south end of 
ipus. 

One of the basketball players, 
ice Jones of Decatur, remains hos¬ 
pitalized, but is expected to be dis- 
;ed in early December and con- 
bisphysical therapy., , ^ . ... * 

other'stiidems dnjared’‘nrthe * 
which caused" six "of file 
'en involved in the mishap to be 
tospitalized, were treated and 
leased within a week after the acci- 
nL Some, however, are still recov- 
ig from their injuries. 

Services for Russell, who was 
ied in his No. 20 jersey, were held 



/b MF* I 
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A scholarship in Russell’s honor 
-has been established at the Bank of 
'Forest in his hometown of Forest, 
Aliss. Special ceremonies to retire his 
jprsey will be held during a basketball 
‘game later this year. 

P “He was one of the best young men 
Jf ve ever coached," said Warrior head 
jioach Willie Coats in a statement 
Subleased to The News. “Nathan was a 
gphristian and the kind of young man 
A father would want his own son to 
jauw up and be like. 

IS “He gave his all on the football 
ield, a 100 percent effort at all 
Coats added. “We never had a 
Jem with him. If I had 50 kids 
Nathan Russell, coaching would 
easy and very pleasurable. He was 
Tust a great person.” 

35 With the cooperation of Hinds and 
JJte Mississippi Association of Com¬ 
munity and Junior Colleges, East 
^Central officials postponed the home- 
coming game following Russell’s 
(Meath, but other homecoming festivi- 
JSjes went on as scheduled. 

The Warriors went to battle without 
(^Russell for the first time the next 
Weekend against Mississippi Gulf 
"Coast Community College. In the 
division matchup, which ECCC won 
28-23, the players had “20 NR” dis¬ 
played on the back of their helmets in 
memory of their fallen teammate. 


j'.'The ECC-Hinds game was played 
just recently on Nov. 16, and the War¬ 
riors suffered their only loss as Hinds 
Won 45-7 to clinch the South Divi¬ 
sion title and earn a trip to the state 
title game. 

; -1 will say only the following about 
this unfortunate incident: If the War¬ 
riors were able fight through their 
emotions to finish out their season 
With enough wins to earn a bowl bid, 
you could surely honor them with 
your presence at GC Stadium next 
Saturday. 

Any team that can overcome such 
Adversity deserves to play its final 
game of the season before a packed 
nouse, and of course, Middle Georgia 
pwould like to be known as the first 
Baost of a sold-out Golden Isles Bowl. 
pft-Be there! Next Saturday at 1 p.m. 
'"Everything else can be but on the 
back burner. Yes, even the Christmas 
Shopping! 















Warriors Set Sights on Winning!! 


ECCC 

OPPONENTS 

13 

Holmes 

6 

36 

NEMCC 

7 

20 

NWMCC 

15 

20 

Itawamba 

17 

22 

PRCC 

15 

28 

Golf Coast 

23 

45 

Jones (HC) 26 

20 

Co-Lin 

14 

41 

SWMCC 

6 

7 

Hinds CC 

45 


«p 
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, ersistence pre¬ 
vails when all 
else fails." This 
statement sums up the feel¬ 
ings and actions of the EC 
Warriors football squad. 
The team hit the gridiron 
hot and heavy this year 
after a record 2-8 season in 
1995. The return of 19 let- 
termen and four coaches 
to the field meant there 
was no holding back. In 
addition to a great new 
recruiting class and a new 
defensive lineman coach, 
the ’96 Warriors refused to 
be the MISSISSIPPI WHIP¬ 
PING BOY. During the 
training season, the team 
set a personal goal of going 
10-0. With a great new out¬ 
look and a goal in mind, 
the Warriors took off for a 
great start in a heavy cam¬ 
paign. Game after game, 
the Warriors surprised 
their fans and began to 
build the confidence that 
is deserved of a Warrior. 

As the team entered the 
field during each game, a 


new era of EC football 
began. Coach Willie Coats, 
in his second year at the 
Warrior helm, took a great 
group of young and experi- 
enced players and made 
them a GREAT TEAM. 
Coach Jon Williams joined 
as the new defensive line¬ 
man coach this season and 
brought some much need¬ 
ed experience and abilities 
with him. The greatness 
that began will continue 
for a long time after this 
Warrior squad is gone. 

After, an upsetting loss to 
the HCC Eagles, the War¬ 
riors fell short of reaching 
their goal but still experi¬ 
enced the thrill of a bow! 
game invitation. On 
December 7, 19’96, the 
Warriors faced off with the 
Middle Georgia College 
Warriors in the Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bow! 
Classic. As EC’s finest 
headed for Brunswick, 
Georgia, hearts beat fast; 
would our team “bring 
home the gold”? 


Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Champs 



































WARRIORS-BO WL BOUND!!! 



ECCC EOOT&Afl- TEAM (In r<nr L lu K) Naxier Thomas, Calvin Williams, Shaun Walker, William Johnson. Ashanti Webb, Mark Pmman, Mark Thorns Kmla Brvant, AJ Hum, Emir SfribUng.Jake 
Kizziah. Cahtn Johnson, Chris* Arrington, (2nd JuwAj*,*-, Pinkston, Nathan RukcIJ* Drrrril Rkm 1 Joseph Andris. dim Crosby, Tim Lhmpton, Jeff Rowell* fWh Singleton, Edwin Moore, Srnse Brad - 
ford, Jimim Kirn Aid iachocs Sunki*. WilUrtm Cum, Terry Ouj-ai, (3rd tern). Brad Ev-ans (manager!, Kevin Blank*. Neal Staton, Chad Nerae, tk-liin tLunci. Bi-ron Johnson, Bo Thomas. Wilbert 
1 Jiilmi-K Ty^nsm Taylor. Drjiuui Qark, Ft>tui StokJcy. Charles. Peast, Gary Ashford, Brian Harpolc, Patrick Bacon tmanagrr). (4lh row) Earl Truss, Kuwl McCann, Qwry Ihmlrr, Jason Nixon, Ictrai! 
CtMmnk. coache* FtedticV Lyum, (nan lV*k urn, M'illic Coau (head). Jot) Williams, Timmy Coats and Tern Underwood Cyrus Sen, Uftdeen Hardy, Horace Nash, Kendrick Clancy. 



#59 asks for a play from the sideline. 






















FANTASTIC 

SEASON 

The Mack Truck coming at cha! 

H Hev sports tans, watch this arm," says Al Hunt, 312. 
Mack gives #t> from F*RC a quick stop and go. 
Warrior pep talk from Coach Coats. 

Bradford #36 makes a run for the goal, 

Livingston #26 js in a tight hold from NEMCC #15. 
Reed gives PRC no hole to go thru. 



































WARRIOR 

MOMENTS 

#9 on the hall, 

#99 is ready and wailing for the snap. 

#12 found a hole and is going for it. 

Coach William* and his BOYS'! 

#53 asks ‘"Where’s the ball?" 

A trainer’s job is never done. 

jake has the ball off to complete the pass. 


4 * 


127 























Board of Directors 

Frank Inman 
Chairman 

Tom Fuller 
Derrick Hulsey 
Dorothy Lord 
Carl Paschal 
Bert Whitaker 
Woody Woodside 

ex officio 
Jock Hartman 
David C. Moseiy 
Ron Rumley 


Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 


AGENDA 

HUDDLE HOUSE/GOLDEN ISLE BOWL BANQUET 
RAMADA ESN, JEKYLL ISLAND 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6,1996 
7:30 P. M. 


WELCOME Frank Inman, Bowl Chairman 

INVOCATION Derrick Hulsey, Athletic Director 

Glynn County' Schools 


SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Michelle Miller 
Bert Whitaker 
Golden Sponsors 
Committee Members 


Frank Inman 

Raniada Inn and Staff 

S. E. GA Reg. Medical Center 

Tom Fuller, Jack Hartman, 
Derrick Hulsey, Dr, Dorothy Lord, 
Dr, David Moseiy, Carl Paschal, 
Ben Whitaker, Woody Woodside, 
and Ron Rumley 


John Richer President, Huddle House Inc. 


PRESIDENTIAL EXCHANGES 

Middle Georgia College Dr. Joe Ben Welch 

East Central Community College Dr. Eddie M. Smith 

SPEAKER Dr. John Connell, First Baptist Church 

Brunswick, GA 


TEAM INTRODUCTIONS/PRESENTATIONS Coach Dennis Roland, 

Middle Georgia College 


CLOSING REMARKS 


Coach Willie Coats 

East Central Community College 

Frank Inman 


Frank Inman * 120 Shore Rush Drive * St. Simons Island, GA31522 • (912) 638-5989 • FAX (912) 265-2011 
Glynn County Schools • Athletic Department *1313 Egmont Street • Brunswick, GA 31520 • (912) 267-4100 






Be it known to all persons that the Board of Trustees of East Central 
Community College in desiring to express appreciation to the 1996 
Warrior Football Team and Coaches makes the following resolution. 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Board of Trustees to recognize and 
commend excellence; and 

WHEREAS, the East Central Community College Warrior Football Team had 
an exceptional season, finishing with a 10-1 record; and 

f 

WHEREAS, the Warriors were ranked nationally all season and finished 
with a number five ranking nationally; and 

WHEREAS, the Warriors, led by Head Coach Willie Coats, and Assistant 
Coaches Terry Underwood, Timmy Coats, Fredrick Lyons, and Jon Williams, 
committed themselves to a team effort for excellence, thereby paving 
the way for the team's success; and 

WHEREAS, Coach Willie Coats was named the Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Colleges'. South Division Football Coach of the 
Year; and 

WHEREAS, the Warriors climaxed their season with a 7-6 win over Middle 
Georgia College in the Second Annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic held on December 7, 1996, in Brunswick, Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, Mack Pittman, freshman running back from Panama City, Florida, 
set a Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic record with 197 yards 
rushing on 32 carries and received the team's most valuable player 
award. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF EAST CENTRAL 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE, that we do hereby commend and congratulate the 1996 
Warrior Football Team and Coaching Staff for their exceptionally 
outstanding season. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be 
provided to the team members and the coaches and that this resolution 
shall be spread upon the minutes of the Board of Trustees. 

ADOPTED THIS THE 17TH DAY OF DECEMBER 1996. 


Dr, Eddie M. Smith 
President 




Chairman 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

DECATUR. MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


November 18, 1996 


Mr. Frank E. Inman, 
Huddle House Golden 
Glynn County Schools 
Athletic Department 
1313 Egmont Street 
Brunswick, GA 31520 


Chairman 
Isles Bowl 


Dear Mr. Inman: 


Enclosed is the signed original agreement for the 
participation of East Central Community College in the 
Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic in Brunswick, 
Georgia, on December 7, 1996. 

Again, we at East Central are extremely excited to 
have the opportunity to participate in this bowl game. 
We know that this will be an experience long - remembered 
and greatly treasured. 


Please contact me as needed. 


With best regards, 1 am 



President 


EMS:las 

cc: Coach Willie Coats 

Coach Sammy Pace 



601 - 635-2111 


WITH YOU IN MIND 





HUDDLE HOUSE GOLDEN ISLES BOWL CLASSIC 


AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made in duplicate November 11. 1996, between East Central Community College 
and the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic stipulates: 

I. That the football team representing the above named institution shall compete in the Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bowl Classic at Brunswick. Georgia on December 7. 1996 at 1 PM in the 
Glynn County Stadium. 

II. Participating learns are to provide their own medical insurance 

III. Guarantees to the Visiting Team: 

1. Hotel accommodations for a party of 50 football players and It) VIP’s and/or coaches. 

(30 rooms/ 2 individuals per room) 

2. $3000,00 Travel Allowance 

3. Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic Commemorative watches for sixty persons. 

4. Sixty (60) Bowl Game shins and hats. 

5. (A) Team Trophy to Champion 

(B) MW Trophy to individual player from each team 

(C) One Championship NJCAA game ball 

6. Invitations for sixty (60) persons (Players. Coachcs/or VIP's) for: 

(A) Low Country Boil Dinner Thursday Evening 

(B) Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic Championship 
Breakfast on Friday Morning 

(C) Bar-B-Que Lunch Friday Noon 

(D) Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic 
Awards Banquet Friday Evening 

(E) Pre Game Meal Saturday Morning 

(F) Post Game Meal Saturday Afternoon 

7. VIP Luncheon at Coastal Georgia Community College on Saturday 
HUDDLE HOUSE GOLDEN ISLE BOWL CLASSIC 

—/ . / - J 

CHAIRMAN 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 












Board of Directors 


Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 

November 14, 1996 


Frank Inman 

Chairman 

Tom Fuller 
Derrick Hulsey 
Dorothy Lord 
Carl Paschal 
Bert Whitaker 
Woody Woodside 

ex officio 
Jack Hartman 
David C. Mosely 
Ron Rumley 


Dr. Eddie Smith 

East Central Community College 

P O. Box 129 

Decatur, MS 39327-0129 

Dear Dr Smith: 

Enclosed is the original agreement for the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic. 

We received the faxed signed copy of this agreement, but we would appreciate 
you completing and returning the enclosed original. 

Thank you for your cooperation, we look forward to seeing you in a few 
weeks. 


Sincerely, 



Frank E. Inman 
Chairman 


Frank Inman • 120 Shore Rush Drive ■ St, Simons Island, GA 31522 • (912) 638-5989 • FAX (912) 265-2011 
Glynn County Schools • Athletic Department *1313 Egmont Street * Brunswick. GA 31520 • (912) 267-4100 








EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

DECATUR. MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION Telephone 

Bubby Johnston, Director 601 -635-2111 

Jarrod Ravencraft* Assistant 


TO: 

Dr. Eddie M. 

Smith 

FROM: 

Bubby Johnston 

DATE: 

December 4, 

1996 

RE: 

Bowl Game 



As far as I know, vour services will be needed at the following activities: 

1) Breakfast at 8 a.m. Fridav, December 6 (You are scheduled to receive a 
kev to the city of Brunswick bv Mavor Wilson and make brief remarks.) 
Coach Coats will accept if vou are unable to attend. 

2) Awards Banquet at 7:30 p.m. Friday, December 6. (You and the Middle 
Georgia College president are to exchange gifts and make brief remarks.) 
Coat arid tie required. 

3) Parade at 10 a.m. Saturday, December 7. You and Charlotte are to ride 
in the parade. 

4) Other activities for vou to participate are listed in the agenda attached. 



WITH YOU IN MIND 




Board » Dwcicps 


AGENDA FOR HUDDLE HOUSE/ GOLDEN ISLES BOWL 
December 5-7,1996 


Fronk Inman 
Chclrman 

Derrick Hulsey 
uofot hy lord 
Cari Paschal 
Bert Whitaker 
Woody WoodSde 

ex officio 
JockHOrtman 
David C. Mosety 
RonRumtey 


THURSDAY DECEMBF5 ■■ 

l;3i> PM Teams arrive in Golden Isles: 

1 . Police escort meets teams at county line 

2. Middle Georgia College check it. as U T Tf~. : j '* ‘i ^ J-t-y II 

3 Has: CcuD'al CommihQ Cosicgc check ill af fVmifnrt Inn 
4. Teams welcomed at hotels by Bowl uommiacc zzc :cc£l 
3 Welcome guts will tie in rooms for each of the participants of the bow! 
6. Courtesy automobiles will be provided for vira 

2:13 JM Teams inovtii ibi iciyil island Dock 

2:20 PM Board boats for trip to St. Simcr^ IsWn* 

3 JHIM Depart St. Simons Marina by bus for practice arm 

Middle Georgia College to practice at Glyrui Academy 

East Central Community College tv pi active ot iDiuiijw't * f?;gh ichCC- 

5:30 PM Teams depart practice for motels 


6:00 PM Teams arrive at hotels 

Free time and preparation for low country boil (Dress 

7 2 Q PM East Central Community College depan Comfort Inn for Ramada Inn and Low Country Boil 

2.3Q EM Low Country Boil - Ramada Inn, Jekyll Wazi 

Attendees will be the bowl teams, VIP'S, and Bowl Committee members 
Low Country Boll will be located on the Ocean Deck at Ramada 
(indoors if bad weather) 

Music and entertainment 

PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS 


East Central Community College depan for Comfort Inn 
Free time - snacks 


Fronk Inman * 120 Shore Rush Drive • St Simons Island. GA 31522 • (912) 633-5989 • FAX (912) 265-2011 
Crynn "futn-y .Vi™,; * r, a p anfrierit ^ 1313 Fgmonl Street * Brunswick, GA 31520 • (912) 267-4100 
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-V.. . LE HOUSE' GOLDEN ISLES BOWL CLASSIC 

SOABD Of DWECKXW pjgg 2 


Frank Inmon 

Chokmon 

Tom Futler 
Derrick nursey 

DorothyLord 
Cart Paschal 
SertWMToker 
Woody Woodslde 

ox officio 
Jack Hartman 
David C. Wosefy 
Ron Rumley 


FRIDAY. DECE.*,.V.- 

too AM Depart motels for breakfast: 

L Hosted by First Baptist Church in Brunsuwcr, 
2. Dress will be casual 


nisHkMsi»!>'WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS) 
Attendees will be VIP'S, coaches, teams, and cheerleaders 


9:30 AM Depart for lour of Federal Law Erubiccraciw % rsrzizg Cczicr 


343 AM 

11:30 AM 


Orientation and tour ofFedas.'; Lsw EriercsmsB; Training Oeatsi 

1. Orientation by FLETC official on facility with 72 federal law enforcement agencies 

2. Tour facility and see firearms training dsn:_ 

Depart Federal Law Enforcement Training Center 


12.00 NQC, 


1, Am--" Ickyll Li and Club 

2 Lunch at Jekyll Island Golf Club 

3. Teams, coaches, VIP'S, Bow: Committee, Cheerleaders 

4 Putting arid Icdg drive contest involving players and coaches 


U^Q 1:25 PM 

00 PM 

3:00 PM 
„_ j 'P PM 

5 30 PM 

6.QOPM 


VIP Golf - (Pine Lakes back side - 6 starting times for 24 players or VIP shopping tour) 

Teams depart golf dub for motels 

Depart motels for team workouts 

Team workouts and stadium walk through 

Depart team workout locations for respective motels 

Teams arrive motel 

1. Free lime until bowl banquet at Ramartn Inn - (dress will be coa: k tie) 


7.20 PM 

UP PM 

9Jfl PM 


East Central Community College depart for Rsmsdc 

Banquet - (PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS) 

I. hssted *" T-m^cast Georgia Regional Medical Center 

i. Players will oc introduced individually and presented bowl watches 

Banquet adjourns 

East Central Community College departs for Comfort Inn - Free lime & snacks 


Frank Inman » 120 Shoie Rush Drive * St. Simons (stand GA .3! A?2 • (91 7) 636-5909 • FAX (912) 265-2011 
Gtynn County Schools * Athletic Deportment • idi j tQrnonr Sireoi» Brunswick, ga o i 520 • t,* 1 1; iuJ-siCC 
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Board of D«eioes 

Frank Inman 

unarroan 


fom Fuller 
Derrick Hulsey 
Dorothy lord 

vuiirujviw* 

Bert Whitaker 
Woody WoodsicSe 


AGENDA HUDDLE HGuScni'.rLD'&ri i£._G. iiG >, — C*»w 7 jU. 

page 3 

^ATimPAV DECEMBER7 

i ■'-preSidsui^’iiltnjEiiC OiTSCTOiS, boiiUS, HiXtl C llCCr l eads fS dep ftf t fOT 

Christinas /Bowl Parade in downtown Brunswick. These ~~ featured 

honorees 

$•00 AM Pre game team breakfast at host motel 


in oo-i 1:00 AM Christmas parade for participating VIFS, bands, and chssi'sadcis 


px Off)ClO 
jock Hartman 
David C. Mosety 
Ron Rumtey 


11:15 AM Bands and cheerleaders depart ;cr.td; for and iuicn 

NTT"?. depart oaradc for NT? luncheon at Coastal Georgia Community College 


13 15-13:36 PM VIP'S depart luncheon for Glyon County Stadium 
college campus) 


Hi S 3 iWtu 


TEAM departure Time io be determined - 

Bowl team participants depart hotels for game (times to be determined in 
coordination with college coaches and bowl official?) 

l 00 PM Huddle Hcuse/Goldcn Isles Bowl Classic kickoff 

POST GAME: Teams depart stadium 

Post game meal will be provided on buses 


{■tent inmon * iiu Snore Kush Drive * St. Simons island GA 3)5?/ • tvl2i 636-5469 • FAX (9 121265-2011 ^ 
Glynn County Schools * Athletic Department * UU tgmoni Street • Brunswick GA ji52U * tvi a 267-4100 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

======== BAND DEPARTMENT ======== 

DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 . TELEPHONE 601/635-4324 

THOMAS CARSON 

Band Director 

zzcz 

JOHNNY MAY 

Assistant 

WITH YOU tN M/ND 


November 

12, 1996 


TO: Dr. Eddie M. Smith, President 
FROM: Tom Carson, Director of Bands 

SUBJECT: Estimated cost to carry the full band to Brunswick GA for game Dec. 7 


MEALS: 

120 Students X 6 meals at $5.00 each 

3 Adults X 2 days at $24.00 each per day 

TOTAL MEALS: $ 3 , 744.00 

HOTEL: 

33 rooms(4 per room and 2 adult rooms) X $40.00 per room 

TOTAL ROOMS: $1,320.00 

BUSES: 

"The Express" out of Hattiesburg for 3 buses 

TOTAL BUSES: $7,920.00 


TOTAL ESTIMATE: $12,984.00 


Marching Band • Concert Band • Jazz Band • Blues Band • Collegians 










EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT MESSAGE FROM 

DR. EDDIE M. SMITH 
ECCC PRESIDENT 


On behalf of the administration, faculty, staff, student 
body, and alumni of East Central Community College, I want to 
express our appreciation to the officials of the Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic for inviting our Warrior football team 
to participate in this outstanding event. 

We have looked forward with great anticipation and 
enthusiasm to this weekend's activities which will involve not 
only our nationally-ranked Warrior football team but also the 
ECCC Wall O' Sound Marching Band, and our outstanding football 
cheerleading squad. 

We are experiencing a great year at East Central Community 
College. Several of our student athletes from the class of 1996 
were selected to receive various NJCAA honors; a record 1,828 
students are enrolled in regular college courses this fall; we 
have served an additional 524 people enrolled in Adult Basic 
Education and 2,993 in the industrial training programs for a 
total enrollment of 3,617; we recently held the dedication 
ceremonies for our new Associate Degree Nursing/Child Care 
Technology Building; a 95 percent pass rate on the State Board 
Exam was earned by our 1996 Associate Degree Nursing graduates, 
and a 100 percent pass rate was achieved by our 1996 graduates in 
the Licensed Practical Nursing Program on the State Board Exam. 
Many other outstanding things have taken place during the current 
fall term, and we look forward to an even more successful spring 
semester. 

Again, thanks to all who were responsible for inviting ECCC 
to the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic. Our players, 
coaches, and other college representatives will remember this 
historic weekend for many years to come. 

If we at East Central Community College can ever be of 
service to you, please call upon us at any time. 

Thanks again! 


Sincerely, 


Eddie M. Smith 



W/TH YOU IN MIND 



!ECOC 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
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WITH YOU IN MtND 







ECCC 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 


November 15,1996 





Dear Friend of East Central, 

So many good things are happening at East Central Community College. We are experiencing a 
record enrollment with over 1800 students for the first time. Our campus facilities have been 
greatly improved and just this week we dedicated The Nursing/Childcare Technology Building 
which is the first building constructed for instruction only in the past twenty years. Many other 
exciting things are taking place on our campus that all of our alumni and supporters can be proud 
of. 

Our 1996 Warrior Football Team has just completed their most successful season since 1939. 
They are currently nationally ranked as the 5th placed team in the nation with a 9-0 record. 
Because of thetr success, they have been invited to participate in The Huddle House Golden Isle 
Bowl Classic in Brunswick, Georgia on December 7, 1996. The bowl is funding most of the 
expenses for the football team but we must raise the money to send our superior “Wall O’Sound” 
Warrior Marching Bank, The Centralettes and our cheerleaders to this exciting event. In order to 
do this, we need to raise $20,000.00 very quickly. 

Would you please consider a Tax-deductible contribution to help us send these deserving 
students to this Bow] Game, East Central Community will receive much publicity that should 
enhance our athletic recruiting as well as our general student recruiting. 

Thank you for caring about East Central Community College and for helping us send these 
deserving students to this most prestigious event. 

Sincerely Yours, 


Eddie M. Smith 
President 

Enclosure - Brochure 



WITH YOU IN MIND 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE ECCC 


DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


607 - 635 - 2111 


December 20, 1996 


Chief Phillip Martin 
Tribal Office Building 
P. 0. Box 6010 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 

Dear Chief Martin: 

On behalf of the entire East Central Community College 
family, I want to thank you and the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians for the very, very generous contribution of $3,000.00 to 
help to defray the travel costs for the ECCC Warrior Marching 
Band as the band traveled to the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic in Brunswick, Georgia, in early December. Your gift will 
help greatly in covering the costs for this exciting and 
rewarding trip. 

We are so grateful to you and the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians for you consideration and support of our College. 
We always want to be considered your community college. And, we 
certainly pledge our continued assistance to the Tribe in every 
possible way. 

Thanks again and best wishes. 

With best personal regards, I am 



Sincerely yours 


Eddie M. Smith 
President 


EMS:mjn 


cc: Mr. Tom Carson 
Mr. Larry Hogue 

bcc: Mrs. Nell Rogers 



WITH YOU IN MIND 



MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS 
OFFICE OF THE TRIBAL CHIEF 



TRIBAL OFFICE BUILDING 
POST OFFICE BOX 6010 
PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI 39350 
TELEPHONE (601) 656-5251 
FAX (601) 656-7333 


December 12. 1996 


Dr. Eddie M. Smith 
President 

East Central Community College 
Decatur, MS 39327 


Dear Dr. Smith: 

Enclosed please find a check for S3.000 as a contribution from the Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians toward defraying the travel costs for the ECCC Warrior Marching Band 
to the bowl game in Georgia. Congratulations on the bowl invitation and win. Please convey 
my best wishes to the team members and to the band members for their excellent 
performances this year. 


Sincerely, 



Tribal Chief 


PM://m 


Enclosure 


CHOCTAW SELF-DETERMINATION 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


DECATUR. MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


December 12, 1996 


Mr. Ryan Stokely 
4278 Hillsboro Road 
Morton, MS 39117 

Dear Ryan: 

Please accept my sincere congratulations 
for the outstanding Warrior victory over Middle 
Georgia College in the 1996 Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl Classic. You worked hard and played 
hard this year and certainly deserved the 
opportunity to participate in this outstanding 
event. 

We also congratulate you and all of the 
Warriors for being ranked number five (5) in 
the nation in the final NJCAA polls! We are so 
very proud of you! 

Thank you for the contributions you made 
to the 1996 Warrior football team. We 
appreciate you and wish the best for you in the 
future. 

With best regards, I am 



Sincerely yours 


Eddie M. Smith 
President 


EMS:mjn 


cc: Coach Willie Coats 



WITH YOU IN MIND 
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Track-mark J 

i College and East Central Community College 
Solden Isles Bowl Classic, December 7, 1996 

EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

WARRIORS 

HEAD COACH: WILLIE COATS 

ASSISTANT COACHES: TERRY UNDERWOOD, TIMMY COATS, 

JLEY FREDRICK LYONS, JON WILLIAMS, JUAN BECKUM 

OWN 


GA 

ns, GA 
3A 

GA 

K 


3A 

BA 


4 

GA 

GA 

BA 
, GA 
SC 


# 

NAME 

POS 

NT 

WT 

CLS 

HOME TOWN 

1 

*■ Xavier Thomas 

ss 

5*11" 

205 

S 

Holt. AL 

2 

-Calvin Williams 

WR 

^ii- 

185 

s 

Walnut Grove, MS 

3 

r Shaun Walker 

K/P 

s^- 

163 

F 

Morton, MS 

5 

William Johnson 

LB 

s'ir 

205 

F 

Newton, MS 

7 

Ashanti Webb 

CB 

s j ir 

182 

S 

Tampa, FL 

9 

- Mack Pittman 

RB 

5t" 

235 

F 

Panama City, FL 

10 

/Mark Thomas 

CB 

5'10" 

185 

s 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

11 

4<emba Bryant 

LB 

6'1- 

215 

s 

Atlanta, GA 

12 

'-*A1 Hunt 

QB/P 

5'10" 

196 

F 

Honea Path, SC 

13 

Ernie Striding 

FS 

5'11" 

163 

F 

Walnut Grove, MS 

14 

LJake Kizziah 

QB 

6'2“ 

205 

S 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

15 

Calvin Johnson 

WR 

S'lO" 

175 

F 

Newton, MS 

18 

vChris Arrington 

TE 

6ir 

232 

F 

Newton, MS 

19 

Joey Pinkston 

FS 

6'0" 

170 

F 

Forest, MS 

21 

tDerrell Reed 

RB 

5'10“ 

205 

S 

Forest, MS 

23 

Joseph Anders 

FS 

6T 

192 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

24 

Kenny Kelly 

LB 

6'2" 

205 

F 

Panama City, FL 

25 

Chris Crosby 

CB 

5'10 IN 

150 

F 

Louisville, MS 

26 

Tim Livingston 

FB 

5'10 lp 

170 

S 

Carthage, MS 

33 

i_ Jeff Rowell 

LB 

sir 

205 

S 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

34 

Billy Singleton 

FB 

6T 

190 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

35 

Edwin Moore 

CB 

5'9" 

200 

F 

Noxa paler, MS 

36 

* Steve Bradford 

FB 

S'O" 

226 

S 

Forest, MS 

39 

IJfmmy Kincaid 

LB 

6'0 W 

204 

s 

Morton, MS 

40 

/Each Sanders 

LB 

sir 

200 

F 

Philadelphia* MS 

42 

"William Curry 

DE 

6T 

241 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

44 

Kevm Blanks 

DL 

6T 

236 

S 

Meridian, MS 

45 

t Neal Keeton 

DE 

6T 

245 

S 

Morton, MS 

46 

Chad Neese 

FB 

6i- 

182 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

51 

Delvin Rainer 

DL 

6'2“ 

231 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

52 

-Byron Johnson 

DL 

6T 

256 

F 

Louisville, MS 

53 

Bo Thomas 

SG 

6'4" 

280 

F 

Morrow, GA 

54 

Oe marc us Holmes 

C 

Sir 

256 

S 

Louisville, MS 

56 

Tyquan Taylor 

DL 

sir 

236 

F 

Louisville, MS 

58 

. Dejuan Clark 

LB 

6‘0“ 

212 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

59 

Ryan Stokley 

QT 

6T 

257 

S 

Morton, MS 

60 

iCharles Pease 

GG 

6‘2" 

252 

F 

Nanih Waiya, MS 

66 

v Brian Harpole 

C 

62" 

276 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

67 

;4 Earl Truss 

NG 

6T 1 

232 

S 

Edinburg* MS 

69 

Russell McCann 

GG 

sir 

244 

s 

Conehatta, MS 

71 

Corey Hamler 

NG 

6i" 

303 

F 

Charleston, WV 

73 

- "Jason Nixon 

ST 

6'3" 

275 

F 

Seminole, GA 

74 

1_etrail Cistrunk 

ST 

S'B" 

280 

S 

Louisville, MS 

76 

/Cyrus Ben 

SG 

6'0" 

232 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

83 

* -Dndeon Hardy 

TE 

6'2" 

237 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

88 

* Horace Nash 

WR 

6'2" 

196 

F 

Carthage, MS 

99 

''Kendrick Clancy 

DL 

6'2" 

263 

F 

Tuscaloosa, MS 
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As Sent to 


Xavier Thomas 
Calvin Williams 
Shaun Walker 
William Johnson 
Ashanti Webb 
Mack Pittman 
Mark Thomas 
Kemba Bryant 
A1 Hunt 

Ernie Stribling 
Jake Kizziah 
Calvin Johnson 
Chris Arrington 
Joey Pinkston 
Derrell Reed 
Joseph Anders 
Kenny Kelly 
Chris Crosby 
Tim Livingston 
Jeff Rowell 
Billy Singleton 
Edwin Moore 
Steve Bradford 
Jimmy Kincaid 
Zach Sanders 
William Curry 
Kevin Blanks 
Neal Keeton 
Chad Neese 
Delvin Rainer 
Byron Johnson 
Bo Thomas 
Demarcus Holmes 
Tyquan Taylor 
DeJuan Clark 
Ryan Stokely 
Charles Pease 
Brian Harpole 
Earl Truss 
Russell McCann 
Corey Hamler 
Jason Nixon 


Letrail Cistrunk 
Cyrus Ben 
Undeon Hardy 
Horace Nash 
Kendrick Clancy 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


December 11, 1996 


501-635-2111 


Mr. Frank Inman, Chairman 
Board of Directors 

Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic 

120 Shore Rush Drive 

St. Simon Island, GA 31522 

Dear Coach Inman: 

I want to take this opportunity to again thank you, the 
Board of Directors, and all of the many people associated with 
the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic for making this one 
of the finest events with which our football team, coaches, and 
college personnel have ever been associated. You did a superior 
job in planning for and carrying out this spectacular event! 

If I were asked for opinions as to how the bowl classic 
might be improved, I would suggest none. Every detail was 
addressed with finesse of the highest calibre. 

I also want to thank you for including the spiritual 
emphasis in the schedule of events. So often this is either 
overlooked or ignored. The breakfast at First Baptist Church 
on Friday morning with the comments made there and the very fine 
address made by Dr. John Connell at the banquet that evening were 
most appropriate and greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for inviting the East Central Community College 
Warriors to participate in the Second Annual Huddle House Golden 
Isles Bowl Classic. It shall be an experience that we will 
forever remember and always cherish. 

With best personal regards, I am 





Eddie M. Smith 
President 


EMS:mj n 

cc: Board of Directors 

Coach Willie Coats 
Coach Sammy Pace 
Mr. Bubby Johnston 



WITH YOU IN MIND 





EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


ECCC 


DECATUR. MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


601-635-2111 


December 11, 1996 


Coach Tenny Coats 
ECCC 

Decatur, MS 39327 
Dear Coach Coats: 

I want to personally thank you for your outstanding 
leadership as head football coach at East Central Community 
College that resulted in probably the best football season ever 
experienced by our College. Our 9-1 regular season record, the 
7-6 victory over Middle Georgia College in the Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic, the 10-1 overall season record, and 
the NJCAA final ranking of fifth in the nation made this a season 
that most presidents and coaches only dream about. 

Then, I want to express to you my personal thanks for the 
manner by which you serve as head football coach at East Central. 
It is a delightful experience to be associated with you. You 
have that rare combination of personal qualifications and 
superior coaching abilities that make for a most enjoyable and 
highly effective working relationship. 

Best wishes and I look forward to our work together in the 
future. 

With best personal regards, I am 


Sincerely, 



Eddie M. Smith 
President 


EMS:mjn 



WITH YOU IN M/HD 
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ECCC 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


DECATUR. MISSISSIPPI 39327 


601 - 635-2111 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


December 11, 1996 


Dr. Dorothy Lord, President 
Brunswick College 
3700 Altama Avenue 
Brunswick, GA 31520-3644 


Dear Dorothy: 

Please accept my thanks and that of the other 
guests from East Central Community College for the very 
warm hospitality that we received while we were in 
Brunswick for the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic last weekend. Especially, we thank you and the 
Coastal Georgia Community College family for so 
graciously hosting the luncheon on your campus on the 
day of the bowl game. Everything was so nice and your 
staff members were very, very accommodating. 

Best wishes and I shall look forward to our future 
association. 

With best regards, I am 



Sincerely, 


Eddie M. Smith 
President 


EMS:mjn 



WITH YOU IN M/ND 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


DECATUR, MISSISSIPPI 39327 


601 - 635-2111 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


December 11, 1996 


Dr. Joe Ben Welch, President 
Middle Georgia College 
1100 Second Street, SE 
Cochran, GA 31014 

Dear Dr, Welch: 

Again, I want to thank you for the wonderful 
basket of gifts that was presented to me at the Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bowl Classic Banquet held on Friday 
evening, December 6, 1996. We shall certainly enjoy 
all of the wonderful "Georgia" items that you shared 
with us. 

We greatly enjoyed being with you, your wife, and 
all of the other members of the Middle Georgia College 
family last weekend. We shall always cherish the 
memories of the occasion. 

Best wishes and I will look forward to our future 
association. 

With best regards, I am 


Sincerely 



Eddie M. Smith 
President 


EMS:mjn 



WITH YOU IN MIND 
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MIDDLE GEORGIA COLLEGE 


COCHRAN. GEORGIA 31 Old 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


December IS. 1996 


Dr. Eddie M. Smith 
President 

East Central Community College 
Decani r. Mississippi 39327 

Dear Dr. Smith: 

1 1 was only after our return home from Nashville, Tennessee that vve had a full 
opportunity to completely go through the wonderful array of items included in your 
thoughtful gift package. The occasion of the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl, and the many 
new friends we made from the great stale of Mississippi, will he remembered with fondness 
for many years to come. 

Tliank you sincerely for the many "Mississippi" treasures you so kindly included in 
your gift. 

It was a pleasure being with you, your lovely wife, and several members of the staff 
from East Central Community College, You have a fine coaching staff and a quality football 
team. The ECCC marching band is outstanding and was the envy of all our fans. We plan to 
field a marching band in the near future and hope that it can be as impressive as yours. 

How about a re-match next year? 


Sincerely. 



Joe Ben Welch 
President 


JBW:sp 


cc: Dr. Sufphin 


Coach W. Coats 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Lee 
Mr. Hogue 
Mr. Johnston 
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Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 


December 5, 1996 


Frank Inman 
Chairman 

Tom Fuller 
Derrick Hulsey 
Dorothy Lord 
Carl Paschal 
Bert Whitaker 
Woody Woodside 


Dr. Eddie M, Smith, Coach Willie Coats 
Staff, and Team 

East Central Community College 
P. 0. Box 129-ZZ 
Decatur, MS 39327-0129 

Dear Dr. Eddie M. Smith, Coach Willie Coats, Staff, and Team: 


ex officio On behalf of our entire bowl committee, I am extremely proud to welcome 

Jack Hartman you to our second annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic featuring 

David C. Mosety East Central Community College and Middle Georgia College. 

Ron Rumley 

The communities of Jekyll Island, Sea Island, St. Simons Island, and 
Brunswick, Georgia, which make up our beautiful "Golden Isles", join us in 
our dedication in making this a memorable event for you and your fans. 

May we take this opportunity to congratulate you and East Central 
Community College for your outstanding 9-1, 1996 football record and for 
being ranked ninth in the entire country. This is a feat for which you can be 
justly proud. 

Middle Georgia College with a 1996 record of 8-3 will prove to be a 
formidable opponent and we know we will witness a great game. 

Again, thanks for being here and enjoy a great visit. Call on us if we can be 
of any service to you. 


Sincerely, 



Frank E. Inman 
Chairman 


Frank Inman • 120 Shore Rush Drive * St. Simons Island. GA 31522 • (912) 638-5989 • FAX (912) 265-2011 
Glynn County Schools • Athletic Department • 1313 Egmont Street • Brunswick, GA 31520 • (912) 267-4100 











To Bubby Johnston: 

Here are the clippings you requested. LUish uie could haue done more, 
but me mere smamped mith a lot of other stuff as mell. 

Once again, I appreciate all the press releases you sent us, they mere 
really helpful. Rnd again, thanks for all your cooperation. LUe also 
appreciate the cooperation of Coach Coats and his players. Vou guys 
really made our jobs here at The News a lot easier. 

Congratulations to the team on the boml min. I could tell from 
euerything I sam that the East Central program is really a class-act 
operation. Maybe we’ll see you again here in the Golden Isles for 
another boml game. 

Hgain, congratulations on a fine season. Haue a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Vear. 



^keuin Price 
Rssist. Sports Editor 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


DECATUR MISSISSIPPI 39327 


OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 
Bubby Johnston. Director 
Jarred Raven era ft. Assistant 


Telephone 

601 - 635-2111 


MEMO 


TO: 


Administration, Faculty and Staff 


FROM: Bubbv Johnston 8 .X 

DATE: November 20, 1996 

College personnel who plan to attend East Central’s football game with Middle 
Georgia College in the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic on Saturday, 
December 7, and need motel accommodations should contact me (242) regarding 
reservations. We will be utilizing the Comfort Inn located on |ekvll Island, where the 
cost per room is $53.90 including tax. Officials with Comfort Inn have requested that 
onlv one contact person (me) be used in making reservations for ECCC personnel and 
students. Thanks for your cooperation in this matter. (By the way, advance tickets to 
the bowl game are S10 for adults and S5 for students. Admission on game dav is S10 
for everyone. There is no reserved seating for the game, which will be played in the 
12,000-seat Glvnn Countv Stadium in Brunswick, Georgia.) 



WITH YOU IN MIND 







t-EAKE CO SCH SPEC SERV TEL :601 -267-590? 


Nov 18 96 11:45 No.OOl P.02 


$130.00 PER PERSON (2 PER ROOM) 
$ 115.00 PER PERSON (3 PER ROOM) 
$ 100.00 PER PERSON {4 PER ROOM) 


ROUND TRIP AND 2 NIGHTS IN MOTEL 2 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS (COFFEE OR JUICE AND 
A PASTRY) NO OTHER MEALS ARE INCLUDED IN THIS 
PRICE TICKETS FOR THE BOWL GAME ARE $5.00 FOR 
STUDENTS AND $ 10.00 ADULTS. THE GLYNN 
. COUNTY STADIUM IS 2 MILES FROM THE MOTEL AND 
THERE IS AN OUTLET MALL IN THE AREA WEARE 
GOING TO TRY TO LEAVE AROUND S:00 OR 6:00 AM. 
FROM DECATUR ON DECEMBER 6, WILL GET A 
DEFINITE TIME LATER. 

TERESA SHANNON 267 3667 WORK 

654-9232 HO 

SHAWNTAL MAYES 63S-34SS 




A NON-REFUNDABLE 
DEPOSIT OF $25.00 
m REQUIRED AT THE 
ii TIME YOU SIGNUP 
AND BALANCE DUE 
ON NOVEMBER 22. 
WE HAVE TO MAKE 
ALL RESERVATIONS 
ATLEAST 7 DAYS IN 
ADVANCE. 
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.ECCC 


FACT SHEET 

HUDDLE HOUSE GOLDEN ISLES BOWL CLASSIC 
MIDDLE GEORGIA COLLEGE (8-3) 

VS. 

EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE (9-0) 

SATURDAY, 1 P.M., DECEMBER 7, 1996 
GLYNN COUNTY STADIUM 
BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 

Both teams are nicknamed “WARRIORS” 

Middle Georgia is located in Cochran^Georgia. They resumed 
the football program in 1994 after discontinuing football 
competition for 35 years. Since 1994, the Middle Georgia 
Warriors have an overall record of 25-8. They completed 1996 
regular season action by compiling an 8-3 record. Their head 
coach is Dennis Roland. Enrollment at Middle Georgia is 2,049. 
The College is located 39 miles from Macon. 

Activities scheduled for the Bowl game: 

(Football Team, Coaches, VIPS) 

1. Shrimp Boil on the beach Thursday night 

2. Huddle House Breakfast Friday morning 

3. B-B-Q Lunch at noon Friday 

4. Awards Banquet Friday night 

5. Pre-Game meal Saturday morning 

6. Parade 

7. Post-Game meal Saturday afternoon 

8. VIP Luncheon at Costal Georgia Community College 
Saturday 

Also provided to players and coaches: 

1. Hotel accommodations for 50 football players and 
10 VIPS and/or coaches (30 rooms/ 2 per room) 

2. $3,000 travel allowance 

3. Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic 
Commemorative Watches for 60 persons 

4. 60 Bowl game shirts and hats 

5. - Team trophy to champion 

- MVP Trophy to individual player from each team 

- One championship NJCAA game ball 

Ticket information - Advance tickets are $10 for adults; $5 for 
students. Tickets are $10 for everyone on game day 







Glynn County Schools all media 

Jan Lane Harper, 267-4100 
November 15, 1996 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

r>nfrT»1 CaH«te yg. Middle Oeorria CoMerfe 

For Huddle Hmua Golden Tilf I Bowl Cluric 

For the Second Annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic, East 
Central Community College will play Middle Georgia College In Brunswick on 
Saturday, Dec, 7. 

This announcement was made at a press conference which was held at 
the Brunswick-Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce on Friday afternoon. In 
making the announcement. Bowl committee chairman Frank Inman said, 

"We are extremely pleased to have teams of this caliber participate in our 
Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic." 

The East Central Community College football team is currently ranked 
fifth in the nation. Coached by Willie Coats since 1995, this team Is currently 
undefeated with a 9-0 record. East Central, located in Decatur, Mississippi, 
will battle Hinds Community College on Saturday for the South Division 
championship. Kickoff is set for 2.*30 p.m. at ECCC'a Warrior Stadium. The 
winner of the ECCC-Hinds matchup will meet Holmes Community College on 
Saturday, November 23. for the state crown. The title game will be hosted by 
the South Division winner. 

Middle Georgia College In Cochran resumed its football program after a 
35 year lapse. Under the leadership of Head Coach Dennis Roland, who 
began the new program in 1994, the Warriors have a current season record 
of 8-3 and an overall record of 25-8. In 1995, Middle Georgia College was 
ranked sixth in the nation and won the Mineral Water Bowl, held In 
Excelsior Springs. Missouri, when it played Hutchinson College of 
Hutchinson. Kansas. Before coming the MGC. Roland was head football coach 
at Bleckley High School in Cochran. 

The Second Annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic is scheduled 
for 1 p.m. on Sat,, Dec. 7, in the Glynn County Stadium in Brunswick. 

General admission tickets at the gate are $10. 

30 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact Derrick Hulsey, Director of 
Athletics. Glynn County Schools. Brunswick (912/267-4100). 


10d 590 


S100H0S 00 NNA1D 


1108 598 818 frl:9t 96.51 ‘AON 








Glynn County 

Schools 


FAX MAIL 


Sending date __ 

_. 'T'.rln!^ Jj*Yi±~Lh i 


NAME 

DEPARTMENT 
FAX NUMBER 


c£uti (hjxlLi l CMtJUsMixkLL fluLL 


From 


(zuL - (&3£l* dJniL 


9 


NAME _ 
DEPARTMENT 


n a- X_JtiLiiLOJL. 


SLQdU 


1 


fL l Arl L , ^-Umuiu &zdu 

Number of pages (including cover sheet) _<4._ 

Comments: 


P.O. Bex 1677 • Brunswick, GA 31521 • (912) 267-4100 • FAX (912) 265-2011 


220 


S1D0H3S 03 NNA3S 


t t 02 S.92 216 Cb:91 96,11 'AON 





















MW? 


ECC 



MEMO TO: l)R. SMITH 
FROM: LARRY HOGUE 
RE: PROPOSAl TO RAISE $20,000 IN TWO WEEKS! 

THEME: "BOWL BOUND!" 

"100/200" PROGRAM. TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE RAISE AT LEAST $100 EACH. 
INVOLVE ALL BAND. CHEERLEADERS, CENTR ALETTES. FOOTBALL TEAM. 
COACHES. WARRIOR CLUB, ETC. AMOUNTS RAISED BY STUDENT GROUPS 
WOULD BE CREDI FED TO THEIR ACCOUNTS. I.E.. BAND MEMBERS FUNDS RAISED 
CREDITED I'O BAND ACCOUNT. ETC. 

ACTIVATE WARRIOR CLl IB TO MAKE CALLS. OFFER SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
AT SPORTS SUPPER TO INDIVIDUALS WHO INVEST AT LEAST $1,000. AND TO 
COUNTY WARRIOR CLUB GROUPS THAT COLLECT THE MOST. 

SUPPLEMENT EFFORTS WITH LETTERS TO WARRIOR CLUB MEMBERS AND 
DIRECT CONTACT BY YOU/OTHERS WITH SOME WARRIOR CLUB MEMBERS AND 
POTENTIAL MAJOR DONORS. 







You are the 
answer! 


Thank you for helping honor 
East Central’s award-winning 
athletics and extracurricular 
activities. 



Good 
Luck 
Warriors 
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WITH YOU IN MIND 










Yes! 


The question: 

What’s 100 from 
200 ? 

The answer: 
$ 20,000 

At least $100 from 200 people will 
raise $20,000. 

At least that much is needed to help 
some 200 East Central Community 
College students take part in: 


The Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic 
1 p.m., Saturday 
December 7, 1996 
Glynn County Stadium 
Brunswick, Georgia 


Dear Friend of East Central. 

Hie East Central Community College Warrior 
football team is experiencing its best and most 
exciting season since 1939! As of this writing, the 
Warriors are 9-0 and are ranked number five (5) in the 
nation! 

Recognition ofilie outstanding Warrior football 
program has extended beyond the boundaries of our 
state. Our team has been selected to participate in the 
Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl Classic in 
Brunswick, Georgia, on Saturday, December 7, 1996! 

We plan to take our superior "Wall O' Sound ” 
Warrior Marching Band, the Centralenes, and our 
cheerleaders to ibis exciting event. 


__ I want to help send some 200 East 
Central College students to their 
College's bowl game December 7,1996. 

Check one: Total 

^ $ 5,000 or more _ 

_ $ 1,000 or more __ 

$ 500 or more _______ 

__ $100 or more 

_ Other 

Name: ______ _ _ 

(Please Print) 


To help cover expenses, we need approximately 
$20,000. I d raise these funds, we are asking at least 
200 people to invest $100 each toward this need in our 
11 100/200” campaign. 


Address: __ 

State: _ Zip 

Phone: _ Fax: 


Your help with this effort will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Your tax-deductible contribution may be made to 
the East Central Community College f oundation, Inc 
If you have any questions, call me at 635*21 1 1, ext. 
200, or Larry I logue. our Director of Development 
and Alumni Relations, at ext. 323. 


Thanks tor all you do for East Central. 

Sincerely, 




Attended EC (?) _Yes _ No Yrs. 

Spouse attended EC (?) _ Years 

Spouse’s Maiden Name _ 

Collected by _ Org. _ 


( khni I ( Alii) INFORMATION 

V ISAAK' | _ 

tCircle One) 


Signature Iff CUrd Nukler 


L\ptraiion O.iit- 
VtiioiitU V _ 


(MunihsYeaO 


Uddie M. Smith 
President 
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WARRIORS: 


RESTAURANTS 


























































Congratulations 
2nd Annual 


Golden Isles 


Bowl Classic 


Welcome 

Middle Georgia College Warriors 

and 

East Central Community College Warriors 

SunTrust Bank 

(D 











BRUNSWICK - GOLDEN ISLES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


4 Clynn Avenue, Brunswick, Georgia 31520 


Telephone (912) 265-0620 
FAX: (912)265-0629 



Dear Golden Isles Bowl Participants and Fans: 

On behalf of the businesses and all citizens of our 
community, we extend you our warmest welcome to Brunswick and 
the Golden Isles for this very special occasion, the Second 
Annual Golden Isles-Huddle House Bowl Game. 

Our community is indeed excited to host the Warriors of 
Middle Georgia College from Cochran, Georgia, and the 
Warriors from East Central Community College of Decatur, 
Mississippi. We invite and encourage you to relax and enjoy 
the many recreational and historical amenities we have to 
offer in the Golden Isles. 

During your stay, should there be any need you have unmet, 
please feel free to contact any member of the Bowl Committee 
or staff members of the chamber. Again, welcome to the 
Golden Isles of Georgia, and in this case I feel safe in 
being impartial by saying, "Go Warriors"! 

With kindest regards, I am 



David T. Smith, Jr. 
Chairman 


BRUNSWICK - JEKYLL ISLAND - LITTLE ST. SIMONS ISLAND - ST. SIMONS ISLAND - SEA ISLAND, GEORGIA 
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MIDDLE GEORGIA COLLEGE 



COCHRAN, GEORG LA 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


A MESSAGE FROM N1GC 



It is a great honor to be an invited participant in the second annual Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl 
Classic. I am taking this means to express to the Bowl Committee and to the entire Brunswick community 
congratulations and our gratitude. The obvious success of this Bow l Classic, in only its second year, is 

* juative of the dedication and hard work provided by the committee and the community. 

On behalf of the entire Middle Georgia College community , faculty, staff, students, alumni and 
'-pporters, thank you sincerely for all the hard work and preparations, and thank you for your confidence 

• the MGC football program as evidenced by your kind invitation. This will be an event that our players, 

. .:.nes, and fans will remember for the rest of their lives. 

MGC is a historic institution with a bright future. Having been chartered in 1884 as a private 

- - titution, becoming state supported in 1917, and becoming a charter member of the USG in 1931, makes 
MGC one of the oldest two-year institutions in the country. 

Throughout its long history MGC has evidenced a tradition of both academic and athletic prowess. 
Numerous initiatives are in place for these traditions to be insured for the foreseeable future. 

This fall MGC registered 2064 students. There has been an enrollment growth trend of approximately 
a ;• over the last six or seven years. The institution has embraced the use of technology over the last 4-5 
ror period. The extensive use of technology serves to insure that our students are thoroughly prepared to 

- acceed as they take their places of responsibility at other institutions of higher learning, or in the job 
market. 

As evidenced by comparative grade point averages at the respective institutions, MGC students who 
::.insfer to four-year institutions within the USG tend to perform as well or better at the receiving 
''■itution. In our two-year professional program for Associate Degree Registered Nursing graduates we 
_;e proud to announce a 98% pass rate on the NCLEX exam this year. At one point in recent years our 
ADRN graduates compiled a 100% pass rate for four year in a row. 

MGC continues to send, in most years, more engineering transfer students to GA Tech than any other 
sy stem two-year college. 

As evidence of athletic prowess, within the last 24 months MGC has had four of its varsity teams 
' inked in the top 10 in NJCAA national polls; one of these was a national championship in baseball. 

MGC is committed to gender equity in its athletic programs. This commitment helped in the 6th 
place finish of our women’s tennis team in 1994. In the fall of 1997 MGC will field yet another women’s 
sport, basketball. 

We sincerely appreciate this opportunity, provided by your kind invitation, to showcase the many 
positive attributes of Middle Georgia College. 

We eagerly await the clash of two tribes of Warriors from two outstanding institutions in the second 
annual Golden Isles Bowl Classic. 


Sincerely, 



Joe Ben Welch 
President 









and East Central Community College 
les Bowl Classic, December 7. 1996 
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WARRIORS 

HEAD COACH: WILLIE COATS 

ASSISTANT COACHES: TERRY UNDERWOOD. T MMY COATS 

FREDRICK LYONS. JON WL. AMS. JUAN BECKUM 




NAME 

POS 

HT 

WT 

CLS 

HOME TOWN 

1 

Xavier Thomas 

ss 

sir 

205 

S 

Hott AL 

2 

Calvin Williams 

WR 

sir 

IBS 

s 

Walnut Grove, MS 

3 

Shaun Walker 

K/P 

sir 

163 

F 

Morion. MS 

5 

William Johnson 

LB 

sti- 

205 

F 

Newton, MS 

7 

Ashanti Webb 

CB 

5T1“ 

182 

S 

Tampa, FL 

9 

Mack Pittman 

RB 

5‘9‘ 

235 

F 

Panama Crty, FL 

10 

Mark Thomas 

CB 

5T<r 

185 

S 

Tuscaloosa. AL 

11 

Kemba Bryant 

LB 

6T 

215 

5 

Atlanta* GA 

12 

A1 Hunt 

QB.P 

sto* 

196 

F 

Honea Path* SC 

13 

Ernie Stribimg 

PS 

S'ir 

163 

F 

Walnut Grove, MS 

14 

Jake Kizziah 

QB 

62" 

205 

S 

Tuscaloosa. AL 

15 

Calvin Johnson 

WR 

st or 

175 

F 

Newton, MS 

18 

Chris Arrington 

TE 

60" 

232 

F 

Newton, MS 

19 

Joey Pinkston 

FS 

6 P 0" 

170 

F 

Forest, MS 

21 

Derrell Reed 

RB 

5'10" 

205 

S 

Forest, MS 

23 

Joseph Anders 

FS 

61" 

192 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

24 

Kenny Kelly 

LB 

6 P 2 1 ' 

205 

F 

Panama City. FL 

25 

Chris Crosby 

CB 

5T0" 

150 

F 

Louisville, MS 

26 

Tim Livingston 

FB 

5T0 HI 

170 

S 

Carthage. MS 

33 

Jeff Rowefi 

LB 

§T1" 

205 

$ 

Tuscaloosa. AL 

34 

Billy Singleton 

FS 

6T 

190 

F 

Philadelphia* MS 

35 

Edwin Moore 

CB 

5 ' 9 » 

200 

F 

Noxapater, MS 

36 

Steve Bradford 

FB 

60" 

226 

$ 

Forest, MS 

39 

Jimmy Kincaid 

LB 

60" 

204 

S 

Morton, MS 

40 

Zach Sanders 

LS 

STr 

200 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

42 

William Curry 

DE 

6'r 

241 

F 

Tuscaloosa AL 

44 

Kevin Blanks 

DL 

6'1" 

236 

S 

Mendian, MS 

45 

Neal Keeton 

DE 

6T 

245 

S 

Morton. MS 

46 

Chad Neese 

FB 

6T 

182 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

51 

Delvin Rainer 

DL 

62- 

231 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

52 

Byron Johnson 

DL 

6'r 

256 

F 

Louisville. MS 

53 

Bo Thomas 

SG 

64" 

280 

f 

Morrow, GA 

54 

Demarcus Holmes 

C 

STr 

256 

S 

Louisville* MS 

56 

Tyquan Taylor 

DL 

5T1“ 

236 

F 

Louisville, MS 

58 

Dejuan Clark 

LB 

S'Q* 

212 

F 

Tuscaloosa. AL 

59 

Ryan Stokley 

QT 

6’r 

257 

S 

Morton. MS 

60 

Charles Pease 

QG 

62" 

252 

F 

Nanih Waiya. MS 

66 

Brian Harpole 

C 

62" 

276 

F 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

67 

Earl Truss 

NG 

6T" 

232 

S 

Edinburg, MS 

69 

Russell McCann 

QG 

5T1* 

244 

S 

Conehatta, MS 

71 

Corey Hamler 

NG 

6r 

303 

F 

Charleston, WV 

73 

Jason Nixon 

ST 

6'3" 

275 

F 

Seminole, GA 

74 

Lefrail Cistrunk 

ST 

6'6 41 

280 

$ 

Louisville, MS 

76 

Cyrus Ben 

SG 

6'0 41 

232 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

53 

Undeon Hardy 

TE 

6'2 U 

237 

F 

Philadelphia, MS 

86 

Horace Nash 

WR 

6*2" 

196 

F 

Carthage, MS 

99 

Kendrick Clancy 

DL 

6*2" 

263 

F 

Tuscaloosa, MS 





































EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 





1996 WARRIORS 

















EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


DECATUR, MISSlSSfF 3 3932 7 


MESSAGE FROM 
DR. EDDIE M. SMITH 
ECCC PRESIDENT 



601 - 635-2111 


On behalf of the administration, faculty, staff, student 
body, and alumni of East Central Community College, I want to 
express our appreciation to the officials of the Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic for inviting our Warrior football team 
to participate in this outstanding event. 

We have looked forward with great anticipation and 
enthusiasm to this weekend’s activities -rich will involve not 
only our nationally-ranked Warrior football team but also the 
ECCC Wall O’ Sound Marching Band, and our outstanding football 
cheerleading squad. 

We are experiencing a great year at last Central Community 
College. Several of our student athletes from the class of 1996 
were selected to receive various NJCAA t : ors ; a record 1,828 
students are enrolled in regular college rrurses this fall; we 
have served an additional 524 people er.r:llec in Adult Basic 
Education and 2,993 in the industrial tr airing programs for a 
total enrollment of 3,617; we recently held the dedication 
ceremonies for our new Associate Degree N_r=irg Child Care 
Technology Building; a 95 percent pass rate cr. the State Board 
Exam was earned by our 1996 Associate Degree Nursing graduates, 
and a 100 percent pass rate was achieved ry :ur 1996 graduates in 
the Licensed Practical Nursing Prograr tr. trie State Board Exam. 
Many other outstanding things have taker. glare during the current 
fall term, and we look forward to an ever, acre successful spring 
semester. 

Again, thanks to all who were responsible for inviting ECCC 
to the Huddle House Golden Isles Bowl ciafa.r. Our players, 
coaches, and other college representat- e = -:il remember this 
historic weekend for many years to core 

If we at East Central Community College can ever be of 
service to you, please call upon us at ar.v tire. 

Thanks again* 



WITH YOU IN Ml,\D 







East Central Community College 
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Sammy Pace 

Athletic Director 

It is with great anticipation and enthusiasm that we begin 
our athletic seasons at East Central Community College. 
The rich traditions in athletics from past years and the 
athletic prowess of tie present teams will, we hope, 
propel East Central to even greater levels of athletic 
accomplishments. 

As we participate on the playing surfaces, we are ever 
cognizant of the fact that many events are won through 
and with the help of our efforts in the classrooms. We 
strive to help our student athletes be successful in both 
places as they prepare for a brighter tomorrow. 

We hope you enjoy our teams and continue to support 
our athletic program. 



SERVICES 


Buddy Program volunteers act as personal friends. 

I con fid ants and liaisons for other CAST services. They 
:ork directly with clients to provide practical and 
"emotional support and assistance. 


Case Management is the most important thing we do. 

■ nvoIves evaluating client needs and collecting 
- -tinent information about the client's resources so 

taat a personal plan can be developed. Assistance is available through Georgia Legal 

Services in Savannah. 

Support Groups for persons with AIDS and their 

Tr^pomuon „ prov.de,, to Ciena needing 

" ^eds and concerns. Groups served: 

* Clients with HIV/AIDS 

* Families, friends and partners 

* Buddies who serve our clients 


> 


ZSz assistance to get to: 

* Doctor's appointments * The Wellness Clinic 

• Support Groups * The CAST office 


i 


Individual Counseling is provided for those with 
needs related to: 

* Grief • Addiction • Death & dying issues 
■ Depression * Family support needs 

Ah Health and Dental Needs are addressed on the 
asis of referrals by the Wellness Clinic. The Wellness 
I 'mic makes all medications and other services 
■ ail able to clients through Ryan White Funding. Clinic 
: ays are offered in Liberty and Glynn Counties, which 
-Iso include services for Long, Bryan, McIntosh and 
Camden Counties, 

Emergency Assistance Is available for: 

* Rent * Utilities * Housing 

Food Bank assistance is provided in the form of non- 
perishable food items, raised through community food 
drives, for clients experiencing food emergencies. 


Social Service assistance is provided for clients who 

need to access: 

* Social Security * Medicaid * Food Stamps 

* 

Community Education In HIV infection and AIDS is 

provided for: j TV 

* Professional groups • Schools 

* Churches^* Businesses 

* Community & Civic organizations 

CAST for Kids is a support system for children of 
HIV 'AIDS parents. 

C.A.S.T. 

Coastal Area Support Team 

“Serving those with HIV/AIDS’ 


















Willie "Tenny" Coats (kneeling) is beginning his second years-: :: ;Ht Central Community College in 

Decatur, In addition to being head mentor. Coats also serves - - . • r:' r: coaches quarterbacks and 

running backs. Assistant coaches are (standing from left; Terr, . * c-re" .e coordinator; linebackers), Timmy 

Coats (defensive backs), Fredrick Lyons (defensive lineme~ .■' -V *^men) and Juan Beckum (wide 

receivers and tight ends). 




Best Wishes 
from 

Pillsburv! 
























•Vi Hie Coats 

-ead Football Coach 

_: his is in his second year as head football coach. His main 
tas of concentration are running backs, quarterbacks and 
t \ mg as offensive coordinator No stranger to Warrior fans, he 
served on the East Central staff from 1970-76 as assistant 
xtoail coach and head basketball coach, 

5e*ore coming to ECCC the second time, he led Pearl River 
': mmunity College to an over all 28-13 record over four 
^paigns, including a 10-0 regular season mark in 1992. The 
92 squad set several records and ranked fourth in the nation that 
rear 

- :a:s led successful high school programs at Hattiesburg, 

1. in. Decatur, Lumberton, Seminary and Clara. He received 
2 :ach of the Year honors six times. He is also a former 
:: :'3nt football coach and defensive coordinator for Detta State 

LNwersHy. 


Coats ts a graduate of Slone -gn School A four-year 
footcasi star* oqjl t played q^arBfba cK. He was team captain 
of the .■ ;?*erec " 952 z -: 53 ’earns and the 54 squad that lost 
just one -e oam: oared tr me 1955 Mississippi High 
School ASHStar Game an; named Honorable Menton All- 

American 

He :; r- - _fd ‘ $ 3“ e:: caree' a* the University of Southern 
Mtss ss :: : =. and defensive back. He helped 

lead tf - 1 958 Gote r Eagles:: an undefeated season and the 
Sn C; ^*aoona. Inampionsnip "hat season, Coats was 
presented the tear s sportsmanship award. 

Followrg graduate it JSM n i960. Coats signed a 
profess C" 3 : with the Chicago Cubs and played 

one year of minor league baseball in Morristown, Tenn. That 
season the C.os won re league championship. He later played 
two ye 3” of minor league footbai; as a defensive back with the 
Mobile Buccaneers ■ the Southern Professional Football 
League. 

He holds a oaehtiors degree tn hearth, physical education and 
recreat e" from USM and a masters degree in education from 
DSU Ccats 3~d his wife. Lusa, have four children: Patti Ezell, a 
Newio n County Elementary Schooi teacher in Decatur; Timmy 
Coats, an ECCC assistant football coach; Stan Coats, a 
Mississippi National Guard employee at Camp Shelby in 
Hattiesburg, and Knsti Coats, a member of the Ladies 
Professional Golf Tour, They have four grandchildren. 


Congratulations! 
Have a Great Game! 



AJ liaxrt 

FOODSERVICE 

Alliant, exclusive supplier of KRAFT dressings gj 






































Terry Underwood 

Assistant Football Coach 

In his second year as assistant 
football coach, Underwood 
serves as defensive coordinator 
and linebackers coach. 

He previously served as 
assistant football coach at Pearl 
River Community College where 
he was offensive line and strength 
coach for three years. Prior to 
joining PRCC, Underwood was 
defensive coordinator and strength coach at Jones County Junior 
College. He also served seven years as an assistant football 
coach at Hattiesburg High School. 

A graduate of Seminary High School, he was a standout 
performer on the football and track teams. He continued his 
athletic career at JCJC and Delta State University, excelling as an 
offensive lineman and on the track team. At DSU, he was shot 
put champion in the Gulf South Conference. 

He received his bachelor's and masters degrees in education at 
DSU. He is married to Carrie Shawn Massengale of Collins. They 
have three children: Levi, 14; Cali, 5; and Trest, 2. 



WARRIORS 



WARRIORS 


Timmy Coats 

Assistant Football Coach 

Coats e r ns second year as 
assaStttocM coach. His 
duties news ooac nr g defensive 
Dace Pnor t prog £CCC, 

Coats *is ar assstant football 
and teseoaJ roar tor five years 
at fiewT'' Scflooi. 

He esaenrg science also 
includes srs r Monon High 
Scncc ’Dead B&Kan coach and 
asss" -::dDa and at Mississippi College, where he 
was a sfcjort asssan 

- • I ' - -gn School, he was a standout in 

tooesM. r z caseball. A quarterback, he played two 

.rs-s >:n - r i:-:oland one year for Quitman. He was 
sefcrr: 1 -itr? r: v ' npated in the 1980 Mississippi High 
Scr-cc A ib' -r ; gned a scholarship to Mississippi 
C: *'t : ne : 3.t: "ctball and baseball until a serious knee 

injury c _ -»d :a. ^ career. 

He : = -*•?tagree in health education from MC 

a": s *:-• ~c toward a masters degree. He has a son, 

Alan. 







Be the BEST 
that You can be! 
Have a 

Terrific Game! 



Providing Products and Sen ices 
of the highest quality in the industry. 
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Fredrick Lyons 

Defensive Line 
Coach 

->ons f who coaches the 
^tensive linemen, 
deviously served as an 
assistant with other Warrior 
::tball staffs. This is his 
■: urth year coaching in the 
EOCC football program, 
n addition to coaching for 
e Coilege, he teaches carpentry and cabinetmaking through 
"s College's Vocational-Technical Division. He is also a 
~«mber of the Mississippi Army National Guard, 

Lyons is a former standout lineman from Neshoba Central 
- gn School and East Central Junior Coliege. Since 
;"aduating from ECJC, he has completed additional 
: :ursework at ECCC and Mississippi State University. 

He is married to the former Lynda Clemons of Philadelphia, a 
raduate of the ECCC Licensed Practical Nursing Program, 
T hey have four children: Erie, Deshaun, Fredrick Jr. and 
I ^stance. They are also legal guardians of their niece, 
ShaJanda R. McGowen. 


Jon Williams 

Offensive Line Coach 

Williams is serving his first year as 
offensive line coach. He comes to 
East Central after serving in the same 
capacity at Wingate (North Carolina) 

University, a National College Athletic 
Association Division II program. 

His duties also included a stint as 
head junior varsity coach. 

A highlight of his career at Wingate 
was that he coached the recipient of the Jacobs Blocking Trophy, 
presented to me outstanding offensive lineman in Division EL 

Prior to beginning his coaching career, Williams was a three-year 
starter for Wingate, first as a tight end before moving to the center 
position. He was unable to play during his senior campaign due to a 
knee injury. Prior to his senior season, he started in the Florida Shrine 
BowJ All-Star Classic. He was recognized during his first year of 
competition as the top academic freshman with a 3.64 grade point 
average. 

Williams was also involved in various campus activities and was a 
charter member of the Kappa Alpha social fraternity. He graduated from 
Wingate with a bachelors degree in public relations. 

Prior to signing with Wingate. Williams was a standout athlete at Bay 
High School in Panama City Beach, FL. where he was an Ail-State and 
All-County offensive tackle He was selected "Player of the Year his 
senior season 

His parents are Jon and Phyllis Williams of Panama City Beach. 




Juan Beckum 

Tight Ends, 

Wide Receivers Coach 

Eeckum, of Hattiesburg joins 
tne East Central football 
: caching staff this year as 
coach of the wide receivers 
■id tight ends. Beckum was 
3 starting quarterback his 
senior season at Hattiesburg 
High School. His head 
coach at that time was Warrior Head Football Coach Willie Coats. 

When Coach Coats left Hattiesburg to lead the football program 
at Pearl River Community College in Poplarville, Beckum joined 
n s staff, serving for four years as a manager and trainer. 

-eckum also served as manager for the PRCC basketball team 
•ie year the Wildcats won the State Championship. 

Hrs work experience also includes serving as a teacher tor the 
Head Start Center in Hattiesburg. 

Beckum ts a graduate of Hattiesburg High-School and PRCC 
-is parents are Tony and Mamie Beckum of Hattiesburg. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
GLYNN MIDDLE SCHOOLS 


CELUULARONE 

SUPPORTS 
THE 2nd ANNUAL 
GOLDEN ISLES 
BOWL 

CELUULARONE’ 

CellularOne of the Golden Isles 
100 Trade Street * Suite 1 
Brunswick, Georgia 31525 

{912)261-1100 ( 
























Al Hunt 


Ashanti Webb 


Xavier Thomas 



Calvin Williams 



Shaun Walker 



Mack Pittman 



Mark Thomas 



Ernie Stribling 








Calvin Johnson 


William Johnson 




Kemba Bryant 


Welcome to the Golden Isles, Football Fans! 


Thanks to your support, we re building a 

BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR ALL OF OUR CHILDREN! 






1607 Norwich Street 
265-6234 
1-800-533-4720 




Ad Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. M. L\nn Fr* - . ±nd David 















































L I Chris Arrington 

tj 



Kendrick Clancy 




Chris Crosby 





Billy Singleton 


Edwin Moore 


Steve Bradford 


Jimmy Kincaid 


Stop By 


□□□□□□ 

mrnmnr^ 


RESTAURANTS 


After The Game To Try These Fine Nabisco Brands 


ffl 


ML 


STEAK 

SAUCE 



e 3S 

beaters. 


<sta3®. 




Nabisco 











































































Byron Johnson 


Zachary Sanders 


Kevin Blanks 



William Curry 


Cyrus Ben 



Neal Keeton Cnac Neese 



Bo Thomas Dem arcus -: ~es 






Brad Evans, Mgr, 


Delvin Rainer 


Tyquan Taylor 


Wave a Great Game\ 



Compliments 

Of 




CAROLINA 

PRIDE 




GREENWOOD PACKING PLANT 

RO. BOX 188 

GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROL!-8-0188 

























































Corey Hamler Jason Nixon Letrail Cistrunk Horace Nash 


Best Wishes 
for Ihe 

Second Annuel 
Golden Isles 
Bouil Clossic! 
































































NEWS RELEASE: 

ECCC STUDENT ATHLETES 
WARRIORS RECEIVE NATIONAL HONORS WARRIORS 

Several East Central Community College athie:: teams and various student athletes 
were recently recognized by the National Junior College -thletic Association for their 
academic achievements during the 1995-96 college re'"' 

The Warrior golf team was named the NJCAA Acaoemsc Golf Team of the Year for 
compiling a 3.7 grade point average, second best ir me ~ =: on. Members include Peyton 
Weems, Dow Thomas and Lee Wylie, all of Louis. e jss; - Dnskell of Forest and Ben 
Myers of Philadelphia. Joe Clark serves as coach 

Warrior tennis players were also selected NJCAA Acade~ ; Men's Tennis Team of the Year 
for compiling a 3.49 grade average. Members induce -s * :goai of Forest, Ryan Smith of 
Little Rock, Ty Nowell of Philadelphia, Jon Sharp arc 5' 5' 3 arks. both of Newton: and Bart 
Gregory of Louisville. The men's tennis is also led by Coacr _oe Clark. 

Student athletes who received individual honors ;. :e ng chosen NJCAA Academic 
All-Americans and their respective sports areas include Jor Sharp of Newton, tennis; 
Jennifer Alexander of Carthage, basketball; Ty Nov.e c adelphia, tennis; Peyton 
Weems of Louisville, football and golf; Craig Vov.e c* z ~ ace oh a. baseball; Lee Wylie of 
Louisville, football and golf; and Dow Thomas (Dist rc_ s- e; of Louisville, tennis. 

Recipients of the prestigious honor must ha . e e - e ee n one or more sports 
recognized by the NJCAA and have an accumulated c'sce :: nt average of 3.6 or better 
on a 4.0 scale. Students selected Distinguished Acacem : - -mericans earned at least a 
3.8 GPA. 

The outstanding ECCC sports teams and stuce" a"- mes will be featured later this 
year in JUCO Review, the association's national put ca: or 

Congratulations 

and 

Good Luck! 



FOODSERVICE 
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Quality 


hem 


Meats 


East Central Community College Cheerleaders 

-ootball Cheerleaders at East Central Community College in Decatur for the *396-97 campaign include (front) Gabriel Miller, 
■'■amor Chief mascot, (second row from left) Tonya Covington of Noxapate - Bill Johnson and Crystal Cooley, both of Hickory; 
r atrick Moore of Louisville; Stephanie Rascoe of Stonewall, co-captain; Wade Breazeaie of Philadelphia; Joni French of Forest; 
:*.an Madison of Philadelphia; Heather Munn of Newton, and (third row ,r om left) Kristie Temple of Hickory; Kristi Martin of 
: cssier City, LA; Ryan White of Philadelphia, co-captain; Emily Jenkins of Shybuta. and Kelly Melton of Enterprise. Virginia 
-ice, ECCC English instructor and Tom Tom advisor, serves as cheerleader sponsor. 


Good Luck! 
Huddle House 
Golden Isles Bowl Classic 


Over 50 years of excellent 
quality and taste. 
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WARRIORS 


WARRIORS 





















































WARRIORS WARRIORS WARRIORS 

East Central Community College Marching Band 


"The Wall O' Sound" 



Tom Carson 

Director of Bands 

Carson is in his 15th year as 
director of bands and music 
instructor at East Central 
Community Coliege 

He is a graduate of Forest- 
Sherman High School in Naples, 
Italy, East Central Junior College 
and Delta State University, where 
he received a bachelors and 
masters degree in music 
education. 

He is married to the former 
Brenda Branning of Philadelphia 
who serves as financial aid 
director for the College, They 
have three children: 

Christopher, Jennifer, and 
Jeremy. 


Johnny May 

Assistant Band Director 

May. a native of Grenada, is in 
his second year as assistant 
band director and music 
instructor at East Central. 

He previously served as 
director of bands and music 
instructor at Clarksville High 
School in Texas, 

He is a graduate of Grenada 
High School and Delta State 
University, He received his 
bachelors degree in music 
education and masters degree 
in music education with an 
emphasis in percussion, both 
from DSU. 


Drum Majo f 

Rchar: arrs i 

sootxrxn secures - , 
educator na a s ^ as 
head tinr* ~s-dt £"*' 
last year 25 ssssar r_~ 
majoc He p»e«y served two 
years as dr -jr ~zcc k Scott 
Cemra, ^ icrvec sot 
conseo&* s^oenc' "^r§s at 
district a'c rsB 
compettom sre r-icre 
festivals -t i *r>ri as 

studrtconacn *fs rt 
son, o? Decoe "adoci 3 Forest 
and Rcftst 3 
Charles j- 


Assistant Drum Major 

Cheryl Watkins, a freshman 
from Lake, has been selected as 
assistant drum major. A 1996 
graduate of Lake High School, 
she received superior ratings at 
the state band contests during 
her senior and junior years as 
drum major. She was also a 
featured performer during half¬ 
time ceremonies of the 1995 
Florida Citrus Bowl. Watkins 
plays the clarinet and was a 
member of the LHS Sand tor 
eight years. 


@ 




























Centralettes 

Angelia Weems 
Choreographer/Coofdinalor 

Vembers of the 1996-97 Centralettes, the 
:anceline for the Warrior Marching Band, 
re (first row from left) Brandi AtXtnson. 
Carthage High School; Tori Jordan, 


Newton County High Schoc -farr 
Smith, Noxapater High Scnoc Pitney 
Salter, Neshoba Centra! High Senoo 
Jessica Hollis, Morton High Sen: * aren 
McRae, Carthage; Bonnie Bates Neshoba 
Central; and Kelly Aiexande r ana V re e 
Henley, both of Newton Cor r a - : 
(second row from left) Amanda Posey 


Neshoba Central; Mandi Sanders, 

Carthage; Layla Peoples, Newton High 
School LaRee Lyle, captairvScott Central; 
Enn Craven, Newton County Academy: Lisa 
Hamson. co-captain, Newton County; 

Tracy Richards, Newton; Allison McPhail, 
LeaKe Academy; and Jill Martin, Neshoba 
Central. 


jjj 

jjj 

jjj 



COMMUNICATIONS 


Sales, Service 
and Installation 


J Telephone Systems 
j Voice Mail/Automated 
Attendant 

J Computer Cabeling 
-i Lease/Purchase/Rental 
J Paging Systems 
J Long Distance Services 


of all major makes JOEL R. BARTLETT 

1200 Newcastle Street 

and models Brunswick, GA 31520 


Panasonic. 



Digital Business System 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE 


northern 

1 1 I telecom 

Meridian & Norstar Dealer 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE 


(912) 264-8600 

1-800-40RATEL 

(1-800-407-2835) 











































East Central Community College 
rrrr Warrior Corps 

WARRIORS 



WARRIORS 




WARRIORS 


Warrior Corps is the official student host and recruiting group for East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Mississippi. The College serves a five-county 
district. For more information on East Central, call the Student Services Office 
at (601) 635-2111, ext. 205. 



WARRIORS 


Congratulations and Best Wishes From: 



6 ? Beach & Golf resort 

St.Simons Island. Georgia 


The best of all worlds awaits you at the renowned 
King and Prince Beach Resort on St. Simons Island, Georgia. 

Miles of sun-washed beaches so perfect for sunning, swimming, sailing, 
indoor/outdoor pools, our new seascape recreational area, 
racquet club, oceanfront dining. 

RO. Box 798 • 201 Arnold Road 
St. Simons Island, Georgia 31522 
(912) 638-3631 • 1-800-342-0212(73) 




































WARRIORS 

E.C.C.C.'s Winning Season Marred By Tragedy 


@ 


Its been a season of triumph and 
tragedy for the East Centra) 

Community Coliege football team, 
which posted its best record (9-t) 
since 1939. when the Warriors 
went 10-0 and claimed their only 
state championship in the sport. 

In recognition of ECCC's 
outstanding season, the number 9 
ranked Warriors will meet the 
Warriors of Middle Georgia College 
(8-3) in the second annual Huddle 
House Golden Isles Bowl Classic 
scheduled December 7 in 
Brunswick, Georgia. Kickoff is 
set for 1 p.m. at Glynn County 
Stadium. 

But midway into the 1996 
campaign, one of East Central's 
freshman football players - 
Nathan Russell of Forest. 

Mississippi - died the day before 
the College's homecoming battle 
scheduled October 12 against _ 
perennial power Hinds Community 
College. 

Russell, a special teams member 
and backup strong safety, was killed 
following a two-vehicle accident on 
October 9 which also caused six of 
the seven ECCC students involved in 
the mishap to be hospitalized The 
accident happened less than an hour 
after the homecoming bonfire pep 
rally held on East Central's South 
campus. 

The 18-year-old Russell was a front- 
seal passenger in an automobile 
carrying five ECCC male students 
which collided with another vehicle 
containing three males, two of whom 
are members of the Warrior basketball 
squad One of the players, Lance 
Jones of Decatur, is still hospitalized 
but is expected to be discharged in 
early December and continue his 
physical therapy. 

The other students injured were 
treated and released within a week 


after tie accident, although some re 
in the process of recove r ~e' 

injuries. 

Services for Russell whc .•■as :.r: 



in his ECCC jersey - ‘ 1 re ~e: 
Sunday, October 13 r : .e - -:: 
mourners in attendance 
the Warrior foot¬ 
ball team served 
as honorary 
pallbearers. A 
scholarship in 
Russell's honor 
has been estab¬ 
lished at the 
Bank of Forest, 
located in 
Forest, 

Mississippi. 

East Central officials 
cooperation of Hinds Cr 
College and The Mr: r 
Association of Com- r *. r : 
Colleges - decided to postpone 
homecoming game r'-: 
Decatur. Mississippi cam; & 
other homecoming activities a 
previously planned The ECCI 


game was played November 16, with 
Hinds claiming a 45-7 win for the 
South Division title. East Central, 
ranked fifth in the nation, finished 
regular season action with a 9-1 
record,) 

The Warriors resumed comp¬ 
etition on October 19 against Miss. 
Gulf Coast Community College. 
During the division matchup - won 
by ECCC 28-23 - Warrior football 
p ayers displayed "20 NR" on the 
back of each helmet, in memory of 
their fallen teammate. 

Warrior head football coach 
tllie Coats said of Russell; "He 
was one of the best young men I've 
ever coached Nathan was a 
Christian and the kind of young 
man a father would want his own 
son to grow up and be like. He 
gave his all on the tootball field - a 
' 00 percent effort at all times We 
_ e. er had a problem with him. If I 
had 50 kids like Nathan Russell, 

::aching would be easy and very 
measurable. He was just a great 
person!" 





" ac Coats said special 
ce*em omes to retire Russell's jersey 
!. :e held during one of the 
basketball games scheduled later in 
tie year 


nee 



WARRIORS 





























History oi 

WARRIORS East Central 

Community C oil 



WARRIORS 

ege 


n 1928 the Legislature of the State ot 
Mississippi adopted the first basic 
3.vs for organization and operation of 
‘.'ississippi public junior colleges. 

: ast Cental Community College 
; :ened its doors to a freshman class 
/twenty students for the first regular 
session in September of 1928. The 
:: ege occupied buildings that were a 
: art of the Newton County Agricultural 
- gh School, which had been 
rganlzed in 1914. The Agricultural 
High School was located on property 
: -longing to the Decatur Municipal 
inool District, which had been 
treated in 1912. The upper high 
::hool grades which comprised die 


Newton County Agriculture - r 
School were a part of the cc ege -rt 
1958 when they joined the 3-: a v 
Attendance Center. 

In March of 1939, East Cerra :* 
College was accredited by re 
Commission on colleges of re 
Southern Association of Conges ar: 
Schools. Ithas beenreaff r-e: tat* 
decade since. The college ho 
membership in the Mississipp 
Association of Colleges, the 
Mississippi Association ot Cor— 
and Junior Colleges and The American 
Association of Community and Junior 
Colleges. 


Originally the institution was 
sir co'SO by rtree counties • Newton, 
Neshoba and Scott Later they were 
: er by Leake and Winston. 

From tne rwo members of the original 
faculty East Central Community 
L: age - Mrs. W.W Newsome and Mr, 
Robert Marshall * the number of 
administrators, faculty and 
: f Sessional and support staff 
emp Dyed by the college has increased 
:: t 80 for the current year, Since its 
founding, six presidents have served 
the institution. 

The current president is Dr. Eddie M. 
Smith who began his tenure in 1985. 


Compliments of 


BROGENS 


Food & Spirits 
Overlooking the Pier 


lOHN A. TUTEN & ASSOCIATES, 
ARCHITECTS 

"In life , as in a football game, 
the principle to follow is: 

Hit the line hard." 

Theodore Roosevelt 


Brogens: 638-1660 • Brogens North: 638-2060 
OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 

Burgers, Salads 
Sandwiches 

Beer-dogs, Shrimp Salad 
& Appetizers 
In A Casual 
Atmosphere. 


1316 NEWCASTLE STREET 
BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 31520 
(912) 265-8686 


Brogens 


NOW WITH TWO LOCATIONS! 


BROGEN S: Pier Village, St Simons island 
BROGEN’S NORTH: 3600 Frederica Rd* St Simons Island 
{1/8 Mile post Sea Island Stables) 























MIDDLE GEORGIA COLLEGE WARRIORS 
1996 SEASON FOOTBALL STATISTICS 


WINS -8 
LOSSES - 3 



1 

SCORE 

2_3 

4 

5T 

FINAL 

MIDDLE GA 

91 

120 


59 

0 

3?6 

OPPONENTS 

38 

24 

28 

21 

0 

111 


STATISTIC _ MIDDLE GA COLLEGE OPPONENTS 


First Downs 

181 

134 

Rushing Attempts 

507 

385 

Yards Gained Rushing 

3184 

1627 

Yards Lost Rushing 

-85 

-360 

Me! Rushing Yards 

3099 

1267 

Passes Completed 

51 

125 

Passes Attempted 

143 

304 

Passes Had intercepted 

11 

30 

Completion Percentage 

357% 

41.1% 

Passing Yards 

660 

1423 

Fumbles Lost 

19 

14 

Number Punts 

34 

61 

Punt Yardage 

1174 

2023 

Punting Average 

34.5 

33.2 

Total Return Yards 

1550 

903 

Number Penalties 

60 

69 

Yards Penalized 

458 

585 

Total Offense 

3759 

2690 

Penalty Yds/Game 

41,6 

53.2 

Rush Yds/Game 

281.7 

115.2 

Pass Yds/Game 

60.0 

129.4 

Total Offense Yds/Game 

3417 

244 5 



We Believe That Team Efforts, 
Self Esteem, and Good 
Sportsmanship Build Character. 

Young People Need Every 
Opportunity They Can Get To 
Make Their Lives More 
Complete. 

Been use Of This We Support Middle School Athletics. 

The Darkroom 

#7 Longview Shopping Center 
St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
( 76 ) (912) 638-7077 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
1996 SEASON FOOTBALL STATISTICS 

WINS - 9 
LOSSES - 0 


Team Statistics Team Statistics 

Offense Defense 


Scorrq- 


Opponent Scoring- 


Games 

9 

Games 

9 

ft ym 

245 

Points 

129 


2722 

Avg/Game 

14.33 

fttiS” -g Z^rst- 


Rustling Defense- 


Carnes 

455 

Carries 

356 

Net 

2343 

Net 

1126 

Ys&Gane 

26033 

Yds/Game 

125.11 

Pawing D^se- 


Passing Defense- 


Asres 

106 

Attempts 

228 

Gomciisons 

46 

Completions 

90 

imerresscra 

6 

Interceptions 

13 

Net 

961 

Net 

901 

ID 

8 

TD 

6 

Game 

95 67 

Game Average 

100.11 

Tcca QBensfr- 


Total Detense- 


P&f* 

592 

Plays 

584 

Net 

3^90 

Net 

2027 

Gar* **ersge 

31900 

Game Average 

225.22 


Core' 7’* chons and Best Wishes For 
a Successful 

GOIDCN :SIES BOWL GAME 
In Support Of 

GL*".\ ZOUNTYMIDDLE SCHOOLS 

l m *am 

Applebee's Neighborhood 
Grill & Bar 

p e = *-' ng A Varied Menu 
e~z Specialty Drinks 
a =: Reasonable Prices 


177 A a~ 3 Cc-~ector * Brunswick, GA 
SI 21 262-5800 


























Congratulations to 
Glynn County Middle Schools 

and 

the 2nd Annual Golden Isles Bowl Classic 


from 



Chevrolet • Olds • Geo • Isuzu 

Truck Town 

1002 Gloucester Street • Brunswick, GA 

(912) 265-3540 



Publisher of 

f toe Peacto Pages, 

Welcomes the Warriors from 


?! 


MIDDLE GEORGIA COLLEGE 

& 

EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

to the SECOND ANNUAL 


Golden Isles Bowl Classic 


WE ALL SUPPORT 

GLYNN COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETICS 

- 7 •/: ■ ... V.fa . - • ■ r i 
















